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Livonta Churchill entered Satur-
day's 18th annual ‘Sehoolcraft Vol..

leyball Invitational undefeated, but -

untested.

After an exhausting 13-hour day,
the Chargers were still undefeated -
and getting A-plusses for thelr per-
formance. They climinated Wayne
Memorlat in an all-Observerland fl-
nal, 15-5, 15.17, 15-5. .

Churehll ran Its record to-30-0 by
winning all cight matches at the 29-

school event. The Chargers went un- |

beaten in pool play and whipped
through four eliminatlon rounds, In-
cluding an Impressive 15-1, 156
win over stat, ked
Livonia Ladywood, following a 15-5,
15-1 victory over defending School-
craft champ East Kentwood. See
statistical summary. -

“You can't be ranked until you
beat teams that. are ranked,"
Churchill coach Mike Hughes said..
“They've talked about being ranked,
but they understand why they
weren't.”

Hughes admitted the Chargers had
played a suspect schedule, despite
winning tournaments at Howell and

Wayne State, .

BUT AFTER SATURDAY'S im.
pressive  showing,  the Chargers
‘carped thelr Just reward, cracking
the top 10 in the Class A coaches poll
on Monday.

“We knew we had good athletes,
but the questlon was whether we
could play at another leve),” Hughes

" sald. “The kids'played well ali day
fong."

The Chargers’ demelition of Lady-
wood served notice that Churchil)
meant business.

Ladywood, behind the setting of
Mary Jo Kelly and the. serving of.
Keli- Haeger, had just come off a
stirring 7-15, 15-6, 15-10 quarterfinal
win over Livonia Stevenson.

But In the next round the Blazers
encountered a buzzsaw In Churchill.

“Consistency 1s ‘the key .for
Churchill” Ladywood coach Tom

" Teeters sald. “They’re all consistent
players and they have a bit of power
offensively. If you don't match up
with them, they’ll wear you out.”

Ladywood
advances
in playoffs

Livonla Ladywood swept Dear-
born Divine Child {15-8, 15-B) and
Harper Woods Regina (154, 15-4) on
Monday to gain a spat in Wednes-
day’s Catholic League A-B Dlvislon
volleyball finals against favorite
Farmington Hills Mercy. (Results of
the final will appear in Manday's Ob-~
server.) i .

In the quarterfinal victory over

' Divine Child, Mary Jo Kelly and Re-

beeca Willey spearheaded the
1) h—Kell

R,
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Gray (17) and Jofi Welchans at the net M

won in three games,

Senior middle hitters Alyssa Be-
laire and Christlna Garry provided a
strong one-two punch for the Charg.

ers,
But equally effective in their roles
-were Stephanie -Speen, Janine
Sproul, Keri Hawkins and setter
Amy Baron. The Chargers also got
lifts off the bench from Julie Cam-
pav, Kristi Szymanski and Ellen Los-
sig. .

BELAIRE, who at 5'feet, 7 inches,
plays an all-around game, served
nine points-to heat Wayne in the
opening game of the championship,
-15-5. Hawkins added four setvice

points.

The Zebras, also out to prove they
were for real, came storming back
in the second game behind the hit-
ting of Brandy Caincross, the 6-foot
senior bound for Ferris State.

Playing with two pins in her right
pinky resulting from a broken fin-
ger, Caincross was given clearance
by her doctor to suit up for Saturday
after missing the last couple of
matches.

And behind the serving of Kathryn
Corwin and Gerri Ruffing, along
with the defensive play Denise
Walsh, Wayne was able to win the
second game, 17-15.

With the score deadlocked at 15-

I Canton's Steph
onday. The Falcons

all and Churchill serving, Wayne jun-
ior Dana Walls made the play of the
game, saving a ball well behind the
back row.and turning it into a point
when ball grazed the net.

Vicki Rohraff then scrved the fl-
nal two points to pull Wayne even In
gamesat 1-1,

“TIERE ISN'T a lot of luck in-
voived in volleyball, but at that time
the momentum had (urned against
us,"” Hughes said. “But we had some
lJucky things happen to us carller in
the day, too. It all batances ont, We
were just glad to have a chance at
another game.” .

Churchill left little doubt about

- the “final outcome in the decisive
third game.

Garry, a 5-8 senior who hits a
heavy ball, registered one block and
five kills that went for points. Baron
served four paints, including an ace,
as Churchill captured jts fitst
Schoolerait title ever.

“What we do well is play defense
because we're not very big,” Hughes
sail. "We block well for kids our
size. That's just comes from desire.

“And we have six senior athletes
that are just oulstanding. They have
cxperience and that's why they're
able 1o play well. Four were varsity
kids as sophomores. They've been

Basqball Card Show

. Domino’s Farms .
2 Detroit Tigers Museum

Blazers—with- six—k -
Hacger contributed nine assists,
while Val Adzima had six digs.

Haeger and Wiltey cach recorded
cight kills in the Jopsided semifinal
win over Regina, Kelly added 12 as-
sists, while Julic Wilson collected
2ight digs.

Jannel Hemme added two solo
blocks and twa block-assists, while
Liz Gunn served three aces,

Ladywood is 36-10-2 uverall.
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Inonn Sports

Churchill passes test at S’craft
‘volleyball.

SCHOOLCRAFT (RVITATIONAL
VOLLEYOALL TOURNAMENT NESULTS

Championship: Livona Churey Meat.
©d Wayna Memonial, 192, 15- 17, 155

Semilinals: Churchil del Lvoma Lao,
%00d. 15-1, 15.6; Wayns dot Temperance-
Bogloid, 156, (1.1, 15.10,

Quartortioals; Churchit dofeated Fant
Kentwood, 15-5, 15-1; Viayne dol. Diemaig-
ban #aran. 15:9. 1510, Doglord ol
d Liko Contral, 15

Gross flg, (5.3, 15.5,
Woods Regna, 15
Grand Blanc, 15.7, (5
100,150, 1215 15.7.

-6,
9. Manan def, Fon.

POOL RECORDS
{1op 2 quehity)

P00l A: 1. Lndywood, B-0. 2 Fenton, 5.1,
3 Plymouth Salem, 3°5; & Anchex finy, 2
6.5 Farmington Ha

0, 0-8
. 80,2 Grand Ulanc,
62,3 Moin Faumngtan, 35, 4 Garden
Cty. 269 Rectlord Thurmton, 1.7
Poat C: 1. Wayne, 7+1. 2 Steventon, 6.2,
3 Gennd Aapis Forest Fulk Centrat, 5 3 4
Howel. 2.6, 5 Taytot Teumiyn, 0-9
O: ). Bedioed, 7-1, 2. Regini, 6:2: 3

. 5:0. 4 Plyniouth Canton, 2.6, &
Madison Hoghts Bizhop Foley, 0-6

: 2, Manan,
[0

£¢50iFord, 2.6 5 Deartom Fo

Pool F: 1 Walled Lake Centrat, 0.1 2
Grosse fle. 5-2. 3. Farmington, 2.7, 4 Lans:
g Cathotc Central, 16

excellent.. They've played well al
season and they're awfully good peo-
ple. They're good students and that
makes a difference.”

Wayne coach-Ann Kolnitys, whose
team is 27-5-1, was impressed with
the way Churchill played, .

“THEY HAD ALL six playing in
this match (the final) and we did not
have all six,” she said; “They don't
make mistakes. No play Is impossi-
ble for them. They play with-a ton a
confidence.”

Wayne also can play confidently.
especially  when Calincross, the
arca’s most feared hitter and block-
er, gets on a roll.

“'She {Caincross) did great,” Kolni-
tys said. “We put her through two
tough “practices and it (the finger)
doesn’t hurt at ah.”

Wayne also.served notice In pool
play that was ready for bigger and
better things, toppling No. ¢ Grand
Rapids Forest Hills Central any
splitting with Stevenson.

In the semifinals, - Wayne ousted
always-tough Temperance-Bedford,
15-6, 15-11, 15-10, .

“This was a stepping stone, 1
thought,” Kolnitys said, “I think we
learned that we can play with more
than the teams we see in the Wolve-
rine A {(League).”

s
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March 16-24th,the
Furniture Show will

derful dispiays of everything you

where to find it at the
article

8y Brad Emons
statl writer  * L

Livénia Churchilt apparently
couldn't stand prosperity.

The 30-0 state-ranked Chargers,
fresh off their conquest Saturday of
the prestigious Schoolcraft Volley-
ball” invitational, came crashing
down to the carth Monday, losing
the first match of the scason at
home to city rival Stevenson in a
Wostern Lakes Activities Associa-
tion showdown, 15-13, 10-15, 2-15,
15-12,15-0.

“Give Stevenson credit,” Church-
ill coach Mike Hughes said, “They
played excellent volleyball. It was
obvious they came into our gym
ready to play,

“Their kids should be proud and
we don't have any excuses,”

Riding the crest of their School-
craft triumph, Churchill appeared
ta have things well in hand, despite
losing the opening game, 15-13.

The Chargers, behind the hitting
and all-around play of seniors
Christina Garry’ and Alyssa Re.
laire, took the next two games, 15-
16 and 15-2, and were in control
during the fourth game, taking 2 a-
2 advantage before Stevenson got
hot,

The Spartans erased the deficit
in ihe fourth game behind the hit-
ting of Teresa Sarno (flve kills) and
Sue Bell {three), along with the
serving of Alicia Smith (six points)
and Laura Zatorski (five). Their ef-
forts helped Stevenson post a
come-from-behiny 15-12 win.

THEN 1T WAS no contest in the
final game (15-0) as the 5-9 Sarno
and 6-1 Julie Martin controtied the
net. Collette Rockwell and setter
Patty Diamond served six and five
points, respectively to leave Ste-
venson (25-6-6 overall) as the anly
unbeaten team in the WLAA.

“Churchill nsight have been
more tired han, we would have
been on Saturday,” said -Cagle,
whose tcam reached the quarterti-
nals of the Schoolcralt taurney be.
fore losing ta Livonia Ladywood.
“It would have been casy for us to
lose the fourth game, but our girls
hung tough. 1 think our poot Satur-
day (at Schooleraft) with Forest
Hills {Central) and Wayne (Memo-
rial), got us ready. .

‘Then-they started to believe in
themselves. We got some  hits
across the court and 10 the 'mid-
dle.”

The Stevenson coach also made a
defensive adjustment.

“We played a di ent defense
than we played al! year,” he said.

T o fod ey

rars

. and UpsT Mot iimportant]
messages which will help you find locally wh

Stevenson tops
rival Chargers '

“We adjusted our front and back
rows. We didn't leave a:hole in the
middle and Wwe were dble to couh-
ter thelr dinks and dumps,”

Stevenson-neuiralized the hitting
of Garry and Julic Campau up
front, while getting solid defensive
plays from Rockwell, who is just
returning to the lineup after heing
out 2 month wlth an Injury.

“COLLETTE GAVE us a big lift
defensively and she's al 3
a solid passer,” Cagle said. “I think
In the fourth and fifth games we
served with more’ authority and
passed the ball bettcr. And (Patty)
Diamond made all the right sets at
the right time,"

The Spartans were flying high by
the fifth game after rallying to win
the fourth, .

“You just seem'to get up quicker

and higher on the blocks,” said the
Stevenson coach. “Things  just
Started going right in the fifth
game and everything was work-
ing." .
Churchill, playing before a siz-
able home crowd, left-the court
somewhat in shock. Hlghes held a
brief meeting with his players fol.
towing the match to calmn and reas-
sure his squad.

“It’s hard 1o tell how they') re.
act,” he said. “It’s a Witle bit dif(
cult, but Stevenson was clearly the
better team. They passed, hit and
set better . . . and they played
great defense, They made us do
Jot of bad things. And Cagle
outcaached me,"

Although both teams
division titles locked up — Steven-
sor In the Lakes and Churchil) in
the Western —' the match was
more than just 8 WLAA craossover,

“IT'S FOR BRAGGING rights,
psychelogically it means a lot,”
Hughes said. “We learned that if
we get to the conference (playotfs)
championship, it's time to get e
rious. You have: to be on your te
ar you'll go home earty i

“We just hope Lo pl
the conference championship.* ‘

Cagle echoed * Hughes' - senti.
ments. . [

“We both kne f
very important,” |
son coach. "We rea
ta face cach other ol {
Schovleraft). This w I
portant for our i
they had never beaten Churchill H
ks good for their confidence and H
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