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David Syme
personable showman
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Renowned planlst to play with LSO

By Linda Ann Chomin
speclal writer

1t you're looking for an evening of
rommance, as well as an evening that
salutes the Stars and Stripes, the
Livonia Sympheny has the ticket for
you.

Raise up the red, white and blue
along with your spirits Friday, Feb,
16, - with an evening of “Mostly
Amerlcan” music performed by the
Livenia Symphony Orchestra, under
the direction of Francesco Dj Blasi.

Guest artist will be internattonally
renowned  concert pianist David
Syme. The West Bloomficld resident
will perform Sergei Rachmaninoff's

plano Concert No. 2 in C minor (op.

"Rnchm:mlnu“ speaks directly to
the heart,” Syme sald during a tele-
phone inferview while recording a
new atbum tn Arizona.

“Although usually consldered a
modern composer, Rachmaninoff ls
a throwback to the romantic perlod
in music.”

Concert time Is 8 pm. In the,

James P. Carli ‘Auditorium, Church-
il High School, 8300 Newburgh in
Livonia.

INITIALLY, SYME performed the
second concerto by Rachmaninoff
with the Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra at age 18, Since then, he has

appeared an additional cight times
with the DSO.

“That’ plece is extremely extro-
verted, very sensual, very emotional
and passionate.

“Rachmaninoff communicates di-
rectly to the audience with the sce-
ond concert. It is an emotional and
passionate work. The audience can
get very involved in it."

Syme, a graduate of the bachelor
and master programs at the Juil-
liard School in New York City, com-
pleted hls initia) studies with Mischa
Kattler.

HE SPENDS 100 days a year on
the concert cireuit.
Besides the United States, Syme

and his piano perfermances have
entertained audiences in England,
France, Italy, Germany, Belgium,
The Netherlands, Spain, Scotland,
Russia, Yugoslavia, Mexico and Can-
ada,

His classical records total seven.
On three of them, he performs with
London's Royal Phitharmonic.

HIS FIAST sole album, “Play 1t
Again, Syme," was released Aug. 1,
1990, on Syme's label, JB Records.

Since then, radio shows from Dal-
Ias to Washington regularly includs
e musically diverse recording in
iheir pronrnmmlng schtdulw

From the

thuven's “Fur  Elise,” the albuma
seeks to please a variety of music
lovers.

“The album 1s @ mixture of classi-
cal and popular. [f 1 can play things
accessible to more people, then I at
least stand -a chance of reaching
with the classical (music),”
second  selo  album,

currently being
the philosophy of
"Play 1t Again, Syme.” It is sched-
vled for release “in about two
moaths.” )

Syme spends as much time on the
radio 1alk shows he does on the
coneert circuit, he said
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Art fair goers call Arlene Schultz “The Sun-
< glass Lady” for her decorative line of ceramic

Arlene Schultz to pick bits of
dricd clay from the kitchen
phone before making a call.

Between chaulfeuring her two
boys to hockey practice and
running up and down basement
stairs to work in her ceramics
workshop, the Farmingten Hills
artist has little time to bother with
the whereabouts of a little excess
clay and plaster dust,

Schuitz, who started dotng
ceramics just five years ago, often
works a full seven: or eight-hour
day ut home, creating a
contemporary and somewhat
whimsical line «f decorative and
functional potlery.

Often called “The Sunglass
Lady,"” Schultz is becoming well
known amaong art fair goers for her
unusual line of ernamental, pastel-
colored sunglasses, which are
decorated with palm trees and
cactos,

Schuitz also molds an affable
and colorful snake with a patr of

I T'S NOT unusual for potier

\ _,__,a

paim trees.

featuring

cactus and

Potter’s wheel fashions
contemporary clayworks

‘I learned there’s a big difference
between being artistic and just

throwing a pot.”

— Arlene Schuttz
potler

black sunglasses resting onfts *
erect head.

“The sunglasses and the snake
are cute and just unusual enough to
be populir, People always
comment on them,” Schuliz satd.

BESIDES TIIE fun, decorative
jtems, the artist also makes a
functional and atiractive line of
bowls, cheese trays, tea and toast
sets and vases. Her colorful mugs
and baskets, often used as desk
accessories, feature a ralsed palm
iree or cactus,

The tea and toast set, which
includes a matching plate and mug,
come'in a black and white

“geometric deslgn, rose and black

cheek, or a series of triangles, duts
and slashes of black, rose and
whilte. Each glazed picce also is
finished on the bottom for greater
durabllity. Schultz’s wark, sold by
the name Contemporary
Clayworks, is priced at $15 to $120,

The potier appears in about
ecight juried art shows throughout
the area every year, She alse sells
her work i shops and galleries in
Florida, Catifornla and

and to E: in

Arleﬁe Schultz, who began doing ceramics

five years ago, shapes the walis of a mugona

class at Oakland Community
College’s Royal Oak campus about
four years ago simply because it
looked like fun.

“A good fricnd of minc isa
potter and it just looked like
somelhing I wanted to do,” Schultz
said. “Besldes, it's one of the few
things you can da where it's OK to
be messy.”

SCHULTZ QUICKLY learned
that pottery making is harder than
it looks.

To master her Whee! Throwing 1
class, the artist showed up at
school every day until the walls of
the cylinders she was required 10
produce were perfectly shaped. In
fact, she finished all of the required
work for the course in the first two
weeks of school,

1 was determined to Jearn the

West Bloomicld and Route 10
Gallery in Farmington Hills.
Schultz, who alse does acrylie
painting and calllgraphy, always
has been adept with her hands, She
signed up for a beginning ceramics

1 never go into anything
balfway,” she said.

Schuliz went on to take at least i
dozen other ceramics elasses and
even repeated some to refine her
wheel throwing technique of to
wark on special projects

“Tlearned these’s a big
difference between being artistic
and just throwing a pot.” she said.

She participated in the college's
Potters’ Market, the annual show
of students’ work. And she
remembers watching buyers leave
the sale with her ceramics in hand.

* “Twas in the customer serviee
Yooth when 1 naticed someone
carrying out my work. What a
thrill to have a sale,” Schultz said.

CANOTHER THRILL came just
last year when the potter was
invited 1o sell her work at Ann
Arbor’s annual State Street Art
Fair. There, Schultz met buyers
from the East Coast who since
have placed two and three arders
frum her line of about 20 pieces.

Though, admittedly,
wholesaleing is something new 1o
Schultz, she bad quickly Jearned to
pack, ship, meet deadlines and
invoice her customers,

“The artist aext tome I Ann
Arbor gave me a lot of adviee and
encouragement when [ was

“approached by out of state buyers

Help find award-worthy ar

NOTABLE NOTES from the cre-
ative calendar

® Honored artsstey - [Us a dise
tinetive award

Bul I'd st} like Lo see more ¢lassi-
cal musicians nominated  for the
Farminglon Arca Arts Commission’s
Artist In Hesidence

The award, carrying a cash prize,
and public display of the wmm*rx
work, is the Fi artungton area’s top
arts honar, ‘

Past winners range from legend-
ary photographer Joe Clark i 1976
W’ accomplished painter Eena Mase
sara in 1990,

"1 cauldn’t belleve it could happen
0 me" says 1988 winner Gwen
Tomkow, a nallonally knawn water.
colorist and vice chisir of the Farm-
inglon Artists Club Foundation. 1"t

Wdidied 10 death © won it Three
vears later, people still call me Art-
1sUIn Residenee.”

Adils Tomkow, 0 in 1977 shaped
her skilis under e Joppich, her-
self @ former Artist In Hesidenee
“When you achieve a cunsistency in
your work, iU gives you such a good
feelng when other people prrcewve
artistie vidue ine”

To nominidte someont,

commissioner Debra
o

call -arts
Grant 474
i i
® Histuric blueprint — The peo-
ple of Livonia are a bit closer to giv-
ing e Alexander Blue House a new
tease on life as a histaric sctting for
parties and meelings.

Four years ajo, the 141-yeac-old,
Italianate-style  house moved
from the American House Hetlre
munt Hesidence site on Middlebelt to

L lage,

Livoma's Greenmead Histoncal Vil
L Iight Mide and Newhurgh

Today, the former home ol Alex-
ander Blue - once a counly auditor,
township. supervisor and justice
the peace - sports {resh paint and a
graded ot

Hool and chimncey repairs, thanks
to $35,000 in funding Irom the city,
cuntinue, The Fricods of Greenmead
“chipped in $8,000 for the hascment
floor and furnace.

Lfar

potter's wheel in her memglun Hills homc

1 thought, why not give it a try’
she said.

Hopmg to oxp.md her marke?
Schultz recently louded her van
with enough samples to shaw
wholesale buyers .t Heckman's
GifL Show at Chicasn’s
Merchandise Mart.

The artist's home workshop, with
a potter's wheel, slab roller and
kiln, ineludes everything she areds
for a day™s wark. And sinee firing
in the Kiln tabes op 2o seven bours,
she has plesty of time (v do
paperwork, shippini ot carpooling
for 15-year-ojd David «ed 12-year-
old Jett. The boys and her husband,
Jack, even help her set up at shows
and stay at the weekem!d events to
help out.

Schultz knows she has lmm da
creative field with no limitations
and she 4s grateful for her rapid x|
success. But she believes everyone
can {ind his ot her niche

“When 'l hn'.ur xm sple siy they

touffer

evel m‘.ui_\ st

craethueg

tists; Blue H\'oué.evc“jh track

The 1 nnnm ||Mw-rn-.|l
\\lllm\u thes $H000 vt B
tectu " rlulm\\mh\

Snt 13 alembers hope to see the
tao story H-toom house wsed o
reception hall tur oearby Newbnr:
Churel-al Greenmead Peril furn
sshings wall reflect 18HON Lavonia
Township

No timelable has been setlor e
250,400 phased festaration plan
out $100.000 has been raraesd,
meluding major contnibutions from
the ety and Livonia's: 16th District,
Court,

“A Michigan Equity Grant doesnt
ok like an oplion any longer, given
the way stale governmenl is going.”
said Sue Danged, who chairs the Blue
House restoration conamittee

One idea, she sald, 15 tonvite the
Jumior League of Detrolt to host an

.

ntersor dtagn showease at the Blue
Huuse

Furniure stores would each adopt
& toan amd furnsh st The public
i W 4 b ovited to tour the
Wressedup bouse far 2 small dona
ven

o Cantons roats  Today, s the
Cantun Historieal Soctety Museum

Lt the htle oed-brick building s
fonlly cemembored as @ one-room
tutal sehoolhouse  Cantor Center
School was bult s 1884 by Har
Rreaze \nllmuun

The bulldiag’s arches and raised
brickwark may have been medeled
after the aeachy Cherry Hill United
Methodist Chureh, bulltin 1882

“Both buildings.are typical of
ral schoothouses of that penod,
reads i state historic marker vutside
the musenm, on Cantan Center Road,

seth nf Chery Hl .
The sehouliouse teased  as a

Franiar sehool m 1 n

L heCanten S¢ nmlllA( l\li]n

nated thee budding to the Canton His

torical Soctety, which fenovated it

1t ope v museuin an 16
The adjacent Rart Berg Memortal
Buslding display s Jarge historical ar
tdacts as cemetery stanes, corner
stones and farm smplements . The
Apen-ne SUUCHIEe Wert up 10 1984
ame year, the historieal soc.
e capsle on the

museam'y front 1

In comemmuration of Cantons
150th tirthday, the tne capsule
“was dedicated o the future eitizens
of this community * 1Us a0t to be
opened until 2034

Hoh SKlar as asatstant manag-
g editor for speesal projects.




