Area lawmakers view s
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slation to implement Gov,

Ly
-John Engler's gromised reduction in H

property taxes is due this week, ace
cordlng to Stite Sen. Davig M.
Honlgman, R-Wesl Bloom fiejd.”

“T plan Lo introduce it this week,”
Honigman said Tuesday, about 12
hours after Engler Again promised
property tax reduction - this tinye
mes:
g

Honigman and other Republi
were pleased with Engler's message,
showing their"pleasure with [re.
quent, respunding applause

Democrats, in sharp  contrast,
were quict through most of the 25
minule speech Their applause was
polite and fess-than-enthustastic,

"It was very divisive, d State
{tep. Maxine Berman of Southficld

"He tried to portray anyone who
Goesn’t agre¢ with bim as being bad
for Michigan or anti-yobs.” she said.
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Stale  senators  from  Oakland

toCounty have boen achive this wevk

pord

Pruperty taxes

s Gov. Jobn Engler maves to imple.
ment his much-heralded property
tax reform

Republican senators David Honig-
man, Doug Cruce and Mat Dunaskiss
cach intruduced bills designed to cut
or curtal property taxes as sn intri-
cale part of Engler's ceform pack.

“He tricd to shove s upponcnls
fmostly Democrats) inta a corner.

“But i politics, when vou shay
people shove bick . aniy hards
d Berman, recenily appointed to
e powerfut House Appropriations
Committee .

THONIGMAN. SAID he (s proud to
be implementing Engler's promuse
and s ready te sepport 1t through the
lature .

“IU definitely includes pro
{or the state 10 replace or make
sthool reveaue lost hecause of the
cuboan properly tax 1d Homig-
man .

Homgman, a former state repre-
sentatve, said he impressed
with other parts of Engler's address
as well. 1 also Dke the idea of
schonls of choice “Th.
would bring competition into edica.
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‘He tried to portra 4
anyone who doesn't
agree with him as
being bad for Michigan
or anti-jobs.’
= Rep. Masne Bernan
D- Southterd

_—

tn. and jt would foree sehools to
unprove.

“Educational choice is so funda-
mental: T don't know why we haven't
had L all these years,” Honigman-
sid. “Educalors who oppose it seem
tu think they are better equipped to
deeide what's good for others, That's
nonsense

“Peaple do better whon they have
free cho d that goes for ¢duca:
non as well,” Honigman

Prior to the address, his firss since
he beeame governor by defeating in-
cumbent James Blanchard in No.
vember, Engler said it was not
meant as a blueprint for the coming
year, )

Rather. he satd, it was meant a:
broad statement of po Icy, with de-
tails for specific proposals - like
cdueation - to come later,

State Rep Jan'Dolan, R-Faraung.

‘It definitely includes
provisions for the state
to replace or make up
school revenue jost
because-of the cut in
property taxes,’

- Sen Daved Homgman

ton. smd the new governor made
clear his mtentions of delivering on
campiign protises “He said he was
ROINE t6 downsize government,” -
Jan smid. “And that's what he's Rong
todo.”

Dodan siud she s partscuiar
couraged by what she mnterprete
a promise by Engler to make gov.
ernmenl more aceauntable

“PROGRAMS WiLL Bi
©d 10 see if they are
goals,” said Dolan

aren't

working. they should be changed or

chminated.”
Lalan said she beheves Engler s
concerned about cducation. “RBut [
wilt to see how Farmungton and
other  out-of-formula
school districts are going to be uf-
fected by the cut in property taxes
Rep Gordon Sparks, R-Tro

(affleenty -

peech along party lines

trust that sehools won't be hart
e
“n,

he i encouraged by the direction
Engler's address pumted the state
He wants to ridyee Buverntuent
anid reduce dependency on povers.
ment, with a corresponding redus -

focus of governm
4 question of af we guabe e by
where
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Sparks sind he too s concerned View 500
abtut what & 20 pereent reduction i viee :
Property taxes will du o sehogl  ouer

OU offers test prep

Oakland University Division of
Continuing Educiation 18 again offer.
K preparation workshog
BeIng resdy to
Aptitude Test’ ¢
Record Exam GR

The warksbope for the SAT will b
from Yim 3 paon Feb 2
Mareh 2 and feom 9 am to nwn an

Heriigian, of West Bloomficld, n-
teodured a bill ta reduce the pereent-
ane of market value that can be used
i deterrmne tax habidity Currently,
humes and busine are taxed on
50 pereent of their market valye.
Honigman's measure would reduce
that ta 40 percen

Over three years under Honig-
man's bill, property valued at
§200,000 - and taxed on 300,000
(or 50 pereent of market value) -
would be taxed vn $80,000 (or 40 per-
cent of market value).

Honigman's bitl would also cap
the mitlage axsessed for school put-
puses at 30 (compared with 354
mills, the 2 e school rate in
0. k nd excmpt all sen-
for citizens from having to pay it

CRUCE OF TROY introdyeed 2
il that would Junit reassessiments
ta onee every Two while re-
streting micren maximum af
perernt Assessiient
pRentUal e total™Eax 1566
N0 reform s complete withe
addressing ther”

The Cruce meassre is"timely, be-
cause sate Oukland County proper-
teowners this weeh were natified of
W assessinents Some wete up by
) pereent ot more

Bunaskis-
Hiat Buarin:
wn Devely Authotities
ke the woe in Pockest o tar
Aetbonds, vven sith o 20 pereeat re-
duetion in praperty tiexes

The 3 Buatantee the finan-
s anthonties seeking
W DTS, tho:
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bility of Down-

Naid

o Tevit
Lake rton Republican

While Eny et nd the Repubilicans
Teoexciled abeut airung praperty
Loone Oaklend County Do
ts dess optistic ot
caune he e want Ly reform
£t becarse the state s Mreads m o
Treisenal e
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VERYHODY WANTS cuts i
st Setr Jack Fay
wrmington il “Rot the
alteady mude budget cats
pereent fram st veart Any-
thing furthes wiuhd emdanger vat fis
al Ibtegrity -
Additional euts woantd be ke tak
g away Life sipy systerts from
sk patient” Fann sind
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