The Farmington Obseruer

r

!

Dan O'Meara editor/591-2312

INCLUDES CLASSIFIED

Menday, February 18, 1981 O&F

1F)3C

Marlinsv2-peat as volleyball champs

By Dan O'Moara
slnll wrilor

Farmington Hills Mercy managed to sub-

due an inspired Livonla Ladywood opponent

and win'Its second stralght Catholic League

leyball Y.

The Marlins, who defeated the Blazers in
last year's final and have beaten their rival
three times thls scason, won the first game
15-10 but trailed 11-3 In the second.

Merey (37-4-2) rallied to tie the score at
11. The Blazers edged in from 12-11, but the
Marlins surged again to lake the title with a
15-13 victory.

“I made for a dramatic match,” Mercy

coach Tim DeBeliso sald. .“From a purist
point of view, ft was not a pretty match, but
we rose to a level needed (o win the game.

“TO A COACH on the bench, you think
‘We're going three here,’ but maybe the kids
had more confidence in themselves than the
coach. It got to 11-9 and then it was any-
bedy's ballgame."

Ladywood, maklng its fourth consccutive
appearance in the final and having won in
1980-1989, learned from its carller losses
(15-4/15-3 and 15-8/15-5) and was well pre-

. pared.

Kavanaugh
returns to
Ladywood

By Brad Emons
staff writer

With an overall record of 245-42,
two state Class B champlonships and
two runner-up finishes, Ed Ka-
vanaugh established a strong foun-
dation as Livania Ladywood's bas-
ketball coach. . -

But Kavanaugh left ‘coaching
hree years ago, resigning as School-
craft College's part-time athletle di-
rector to devete time to his bullding
endeavors, his new family and his
{ull-time teachlng job,

What appeared to be a permanent
sabbatical ended abruptly last week
when Kavanaugh was named Lady-
wood’s basketball for the sccond
time,

He succeeds Ton) Gasparovle, who
resigned after a rocky two-year ten-
ure and 17-22 record. .

“1 don't know much about last
year and 1 really don't care lo
know," Kavanaugh said. "I dld not
attend one full game kast year, but I
missed coaching. It's the adrenaline
you get from coaching. It's the
game-time feeling that you can't re-
place. You can't get it out of yaur

“We had looked over the tapes and found
out where some of thelr wesknesses were," .
Ladywood coach Tom Teeters sald.

“We're going up against a team that has
more well-rounded talent than we have, and
the only way we can beat them s 1o
outsmart them. We have. ta find out where
we can single block :md where their weak
zones are along the net.”

Unforced errors cost the Blazers (39-10-2)
in the first game with the score tied 10-10
and a comblinatlon of hitting and serve re-
ception miscues caused Ladywood to lose it
momentum late in thn second, according to
Teeters.

“We knew they were not out of it {when

the Blazers led §1-3), but our problem has
always been inconsistency,” he said. “We
stilt tack in passing and conslstency, but
that's improved as our sephomore players
have improved.”
- DeBeliso acknowledged Ladywood errors
helped the Marlins, but he credited his
team’s defense for turning the second game
in its favor. Maureen Paulin led the Marlins
with 11 digs in the match. Nora Hand had 10
and Shannon Goff eight.

“WE HBAD some great defensc at the end,
and 1 thought that was the deciding factor,”

BeBeliso said. “We were able to get the ball
.up off the floor, get an attack and force
them lo play defense."

And it 100k that kind of defensive effort to-

overcome the Blazers, who played thetr best
match of the scason against the league's
premier power.

“They were tremendous,” Dcnuhso said.
“They were at the top of their game,

“That was the most emotional and intense
garne I've seen from a Ladywood team in a
while. .Ladywood had tetal contrel (in the
second game), and we’ were back on our
heels.”

The Marlins began their comeback behind
the serving of Nora Hand. Mercy got timely
hilting from Maureen Paulin and good back
row play from Goif and Hand, DeBeliso
said, and suddenly the Marlins bad a 1412
tead.

"We played pretty good volleyball, too,”
DeBeliso said. “1 don't want to-discount our

effort. 1 thought we rose to the level we

aceded in a very high-pressure situatton.

“It's a (remendous thing for Mercy High
School and these kids. You don't think about
(winning the league championship) at the
start of the scason, but when it's all said and
done you have a great sense of pride in what
these young people have done.”

SHARON LeMIEUX/31aft photogenphe

MERCY WAS not at the top of its game
but still performed well enough to prevail
under trying circumstances, even if the indi-
vidual statistics don’t reflect it, according to
DeBeliso.

Paulin had scven kills and was 25-0f.27
attacking, Karen . Pinkerton five and 20-of-
23, Gall Murie three and 15-0f-20. Murie
also had 10 blocks, Laure DeMattia six and
Pinkerton four.

“They don’t sound like the kind of stats
that tell you we won the game,” DeBeliso
sald. “But samelimes It's more persever-
ance and determination that win a match
for you."

DeBeliso praised his team's serving, a
team strength and arca consistency all sea-
son. EHand (15-0f-15), Pinkerton (11-0f-11)
and Murle (6-0f-6} were perfect on the ser-
vice line, and Hand, Pinkerton and Paulin
(11-0f-12) had two aces apiere.

Val Adzima was able to k.cp the Marlins
ofl balance wit her short-serve delivery,
accerding to Teeters, who attrlbuted much
of Ladywood's betier showing against the
Maclins to the improved play of sophomore
sctter/hitter Mary Jo Kelley.

Keli Haeger led the Blazers with nine kills
and was 17-0f-22 hl(llng Rebecea Willey
recorded six blocks and six kills, and Jannel

Hemime blocked six Merey spikes.

Julie Wilson was Ladywood's top defen-
sive player with cight digs,,and she was 14-
of-17 on serve reception. Liz Gunn added
Tour digs, Kelley three kills and Adzima two
ages.

THERE 15 A" paralle] between last year
and this season. Mercy defeated the Blazers.
four consecutive times, the last in the llaguc
tina), hefore Ladywood upsct the Marlias in
the Class A semifinals

Teeters hopes history will repeat itself,
but the Blazers will have to get past power-
house teams such as Livonia Churetll and/
or Stevensan before that meeting could take
place. .
“We've taken a similar path,” he said-

JUWe've had two good matches with ‘them

and got blawn out once. If we have 1wo good
matches, we can figure out something that
waorks. lh)pclully we'll see them again down
the road

“But it'sLill comes
again we have to pl
Rel to Merc;

The Marlins will play Detroit Central at
6:30 p.m. Monday in the Operation Friend-
ship match at Harper Woods lhshup Galk
lagher kigh School.

down to execution. and
oud teams before we

Swim teams
rip dual foes

Jason Barringer and Todd Farabee led Farmington Hills Harrison 1o i

117-61 viclory
Harrison is 2-4 in dual meets,
the Western pool.

time and the backstroke with a 1

a1:39.58 time in the 200 freestyl
SCHWALM ALSO had three ff
and Peter Metz won the butterf]

in Farmington winatng all three

Rob Stauffer finished the meet
freestyle.

butterfly in 59 32, Boyer the 100
in 1:02.

«t 203.85 total,

In-addition, both swimmers participated in a rel
Jayson Schwalm, Farabee, Craig Dixon and Mike Wright won the 400,
freestyle in 4:00.28, and Barringer, Wright, Dixon and Schwalm combined for

over Walled Lake Central, and Furm.

Inglon swept the relays Thursday to defeat Walled Lake Western 113-7)

. Farmington 3-5. Both meels took place in

Farabee won the 200-yard freestyle in 2:08.49 and the 500 freestyle in
5:45.98. Barringer's successes came in the 100 lrr.m»lu where he had a 5417

01.56 finish,
victory for the Hawks

e.

irsts, taking top honors In the 50 froestyle at

23.65. Harrison's Ryan Koonce had the best diving score with a 234 25 total,

y with a 1:08.94 time.

Scott Frump, Tom Bonner, Mark Scanto and Don Boyer were instrumental

retays.

The Falcons won the medley relay with Frump, Kevin Yoder, Bonner and
Scanio comprising the team. Dave Kandt, Bonner, Boyer and Scanio com-
blned for a 1:38.65 time in the 200 freestyle, and Scanio, Bonner, Boyer and

with a winning effort of 3:43.97 in the 400

Bonner, Boyer and Frump also had individual victories® Bonner won the

freestyle in §5 38 and Hump the backstovie

Farmington’s other winner mu diver Brandon Richardson, who cotnpiled

Central had a double winner in Tony Coppola, who was first n the individ

ual medley (2:24.42) and 500 freestyle (5 31

9. The Vikings also hat firsts

blood, no coach ever does."”

KAVANAUGH wanted to make it
clear that he isn't returning because
his “daughter, Kelly, played as a
freshman on the Ladywood JV squa
last year.,

“I have a daughter in the pro-
£ram, hut that has nothing to do with
i1,” he said.

Sister  Mary Alexander, Lady-
woud's principat said Kavanaugh is
involved with a fund-raising project
{for the school's proposed new gym-
nasium where ground-breaking s ex-
rwcu'd 10 take place in mid-March.

“We were looking for somebody
id to him, ‘Are you interest-
aid Sister Alexander, “'We
hired him becavse-we're building a
new gym and he's part of the devel-
opment project, Ee's going to over-
see much of the building process be.
cause he's been involved in that busi-
ness.”

anid

ster Alexander, now in her sixth
year as Ladywood's principal, has
worked with Kavanaugh in the past
and has nothing but high praise for
the new coach.  *

“He's very cooperative, no m.nlc
what Iask he'll al " Sister
Alexander said. “He hxr uun the
girls and he works hard. He's tactful,
he's nlee to get along with and he's
friendly. And hes good at it {coach-
ing). He's one of the best.”

RAVANAUGH, a math instructor
at-Schooleralt, spenl two years as
voach of the Ocelols and Lwo years
as athletic directer before stepping
down,

He was succeeded as Schouleralt
women's coach by Jack Grenan and
al A.D. by Marty Nowak.

Ken Bechard,
Kavanaugh at Ladywood, coached
one year at the varsity level, going
16-7, winning the Class district and
regional titles in 1988,

Butifter only one scason, Bechard
resigned and  Ladywood  hired
Gasparovic,

rian.
Ladywoud fihlshed a dismat 12-8
in 1989 and 5-14 last-scason,
Gasparovic resigned shortly after
the scason, clting philosophical dif-

Plonse lurn to Page 2

Todd Farabee won the 200- and 500-yard free-
style races Wednesday to help Harrison dnlenl

ities Association dun] meet.

Walted Lake Western in a Western Lakes Activ-

from Chris Kurmaniak in the 200 freestyle (2:07 07),
style (24.49), and Mike Sprinkling, hreastatroke () 08

arry Albright, bu frve-

Smlth’s basket clmches Harrison win

By Ray Setlock
statt writor ..

Farmington Hills Harrison forward Ane
drew Smith ducked his head te avoid ihe bit-
ter wind Fridoy night as he walked to the
team bus following a basketball game at
Northville.

It was a lot like lhc move he made a short
_time carlter as he drove the baseline for the
gnnm~wznning shot.

Smith’s layup with three seconds remaining
gave the Hawks i 71.68 Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association victory aver the Mustangs.

"I really didn’t know that tisne was running
oul,” Smith said. "1 just knew when I got the
badl that I was going for the basket.”

Smith talticd a game-high 26 points, con-
verling six of six free thraws.

ute remaining, but the Mustangs ltvan Huzjak

hit a4 jumper with 39 seconds left to tie the -

Kame at 68.

“WHEN THEY tied it up, we wanted te ;,u
mside to Andy Fitzpatrick,” Smith said
conldn’t get it to, lmn 'm sure
vpened up for me.”

Haerison improves to 12 " overall and 7- :\
in the WLAA. The Mustangs fall to 11-6 and 7-
i

Sentor forward Paul McCreadie scored a
team-high 21 points r the Mustangs. Juntor

ad o ldm'

forward Chris Lehe chipped in L8 and senior,

center Mike Lang 12,

The Hawks dominated the first quarter
with a suvcessful press iind the accurate
shooting fram junior guard Dan Hight. He fin.
ished the game with 15 points and had (hree
first-quarter teiples to It Harnson Lo a 2312

"Hight played a good game for us,” Harri-
son enach Mike Teachman siid. “He has been
sick all week. In facl, most of our guys have
beenill.”

Northville rebounded in Lhe second quarter,
oulscoring the Hawks 10-2 midway through
the period. The Mustangs led 40-33 at half.
tnne. Harrison went on an 8-2 run in the third
quarler and led 56-48 going tnto the final peri-
o

“I THINK that bad second quarter we had
may have helped in the third quarter,” Teach-
man said. “Duriag the second quarter, we had
a chanee to rest a dot of our starters. That
(nuiv them more effective i the third quar-
ter

The Hawks outscored Northville 21-20 in
the final quarter and won the game on Smith's
Layup

ville coach Omar Harrison < hey did a
nice job and ma slowed our offense
dawn with their press

The Hawks' press caused nwmerass .
overs in the second half. umtiag the Narzh
offense
Even if we weren't geting turnovers off
our press. we sl disrupted their, half-coust
otfense,” Teachman satd “That 1s snmethung
we wanted to do

Tam real happy with the Way ‘my team
played considering the kind.af week we had A
aves the flu We anly had nine
mellu‘ Tast mght, and fosr of thse
guys were sick. [ Rad 10 use my assstant
coach just so we could serumnm h

Fuzpatrick, @ junior forward, contributed
L0 points for the winners

“andy s like my coach un the fhos”

an assistant. under”

an assistant from Ma-

Northville trailed 68-66 with under a min- lead

Rocks defense Raiders

By Dan O'Monra
staff writer

Of ail 1he things Plymouth Salem's
basketball team does well, its de-
fense is the one most easily. over-
looked, accarding 1o North Farming:
ton coach Tom Negoshian.

“There’s no question they're big
and they're good,” sald Negoshian
after Salesn routed the Raiders B4-63
Saturday afternoon at North, "but 1
don’t think people give (Salem
coach) Bol {Brodic} enough credit
for the defense they play.

“That's where they're an cxcep-
tional ballclub. Yes, they do all of
the other things, but they are very
tough defensively.”

The Rocks used thelr defensive

-ability to bulld a 22-10 lead in the
first gquarter and set a pattern of

dominance for the enfire game. Sa- |

Jem frustrated North’s shooters ear-
ly whlile getting the quick outlet for
!r1mlllan baskets,

did a nlce job on us defen-
slvrly T the first halt.» Negoshtan

said. “They do a very good )l)h re.

bounding dc(cnm*t-lv They {et lw

ball out and run very well

"IVE ALWAYS said they're prob-
ably the ¢lass of the league. They
have good players, they're well pre-
pared and they play very bard ™

The Rocks,  who finish 111 in
Teague play and are 15-2 overall, will
he the top seed and host for a first
round game in the Western Lakes
Activilies Association playoffs Fri-
day night.

North, which
game  Tuesday  wilh
Hills Harrison, is 4-6 in the WI
and 6-10. The Raiders must beat
iting MHarrison to qualify for the
playotfs as the No. 8 seed
re playing probably as well
as we have all year, which hapefully
will earry over to the tournaments,”
Brodie said. “Now compressed
into a one-gane s ¥ game
is meaningfol,. and you have 10 be
ready every game,

“But right now (Livonia) Steven-

plays a makeup

Farminglon
AA

“It s o isappointing loss for us,” North-

the defénbing champ, not Sa-

re a pood team hut we've
o felt the sting of defe nd we have
W come In focised or we bnow it
could happen again.”

The Rocks were upsel by Sleven-
son 1 the Teague final last
the Spartans ane the only WLAA
Lewtrt Lo beat Salem ths year.,

IN THE LAST pre-towenament
tusenp, all ¢ forward Jake Baker
seored L1 ol his 14 points 1o the Hinst
quarter Saturday, but teammile
Mike Mulder had o game-togh 24 10
lead the Rocks. The sensor guard hit
three of ns four toples in he second
half.

¢ has gone through some hard

Brodie smd ored 28
apamst Northville and has not been
a seorng threat in the last eight or
nime games Bul it looks like he's
b

et stretehed ats lead to 41-24
At Balfime with a balanee of seor-

" Please turn 10 Pagn 3

Teachman said

“He had a fie game whight

BILL BRESLOA St phatogeaihes

Mark Temple of North (right) challenges Salem's John Hoff-

~meyer for posacssion of the baskelball.
-
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