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ers. And it seems that the more exalted
their office, the higher and thicker is the
wall they build bclwucn themsely nd
the public.
Oh sure, it's glad hands .'md back slaps
luncheon 1alks ad rauseam during the political
campaign. But then they're elected (or returned)
to office and up goes that wall . . . complete
\vxlh barbed wire and broken glass on top. .
Local” judges are politicians. They also build
walls. Unfortunately, we think we see one going
up avound Fred Harris over at the 47th Daslnu
Court in Farmington these days.
Now, wp endorsed Judge Harris, an incumhbent
ov. James Blanchard's appointment, over a
worthy opponent in_the general election in
. November_His experience.led us ta. believe_that
he was the best man for this important local off-

SOME POLITICIANS are great wall-build-

co. .

\1:m\ felt that Harris could be’ arrogant.
unwilling to discuss controversial matters and
downright unapproachable: But few spoke ill of
| his judicial decisions. and he seemed to run an
honest and efficient court.

BUT ABOUT his wall . . . in our opinion, it's
been going up stone by 5(onc since the Farming-
ton-arca voters gave him the nod over grass
roots-guy Rick Knauver for a six-ycar erm on
the bench in the'Nov. 6-election. -

Yes, the election’s over: Send away. the carn-
paign workers and bring on (he stonemasons.
Harris last week found himself in the center of
2 controversy.of sorts over the $1'million bond he |
set that's keeping a 20-year-old self-confessed
gun buff in jail.

Brian  Oscar Lang's. parents’ house in tlm
Franklin Knolls subdivision of Farmington Hills
was raided by the feds and the local cops Feb. 11
Firearms, military weapons and detonating de-
vices were seized In the raid,

. HBut nany bleak ccanome pr{'(ll(‘(ll!n\ could
v

Silent Fred I

A mighty fortress is our Judge
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Send away the campaign workers
and bring on the stonemasons.

After the raid, there was a lot of talk — espe-
cially by the talking heads on TV news’ — about’
terrorisni. That's understandable, perhaps. given
the tenor of the times.

Lang. however,

s not heen ¢ha ped with any
fircarms  offe; Instead, he faces a felony
charge of receiving and concealing stolen prop-
erty. So why the high bond?

NOW PLEASE understiind, we're not’ being
critical of Harris' bond for i for the conceal-
ing and receiving charge, even though it did calse,

1 f cbrows_in legal_ciretes around town. II(-
t he thought was right,

However, we are taking him to task for refus-
ing once again to conununicate with us about
something he's done in the course of bis job. Once
again, he refused to return numerous phene s
from Observer reporters.

The public. we think, really needed to know the
judge's thinking on this important matter. )t
Harris tliought the law prohibited kim from dis-
cussing the matter, he should have said so. .
The Lang case -was one incident with silent
Fred itarris. There have been others. The judge
needs to communicate with his public, and he can
start by returning phone ¢ to our reporiers

Different judges build different walls. A Su-
preme Court justic nstructs an impenetrable
fortress worthy of Saddam Dussein. A federal
judge might have a castle with a shark-filled
moat areund. !

But a district judge is truly a jurist of the peo-
ple. If he @ wall at all, it should be a freshly,
painted  picket fence complete with working
gates. And he should be \\'lllmp, 1o chiat with fulks
who drop | by.
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Licked again

Postal service is stomping us

AY POST oifice with the government
nd you're going to get kicked in the
teeth, not kissed on the lips.

' That's what it tot of us are thinking
now that this, public monopoly kKnown as the
United States Postal Service is socking us o
whapping 29 conts for a first-class stamp !
Ecunomists 1ell us that times are tough We rJ-
«d tu starl biting bullets and tightening bty
GE we Bave themy). Businesses everswhere are
cutung back. Taying off. doing w| ever it Lakes
to survive in leitn limes. N .

Ah..but our postal service .. .. now there's o
pot on a blesk economic horizen When
1 gets tough, it simply raisesits rates

Twice puarded as it is by the full weight and
power of the federal government and the tough
unions that protect the workers, the postal ser-
viee does prelty mueh as it pleases

s

1F WE, THE captive consumers. don't happen
te hke it well we can just fold our mandanto
paper :urm;uuw and launch them into at nev-

OPPING TRIP [t week, tooking for re-
[rygerators at the chain appliance stores
demonstrated that those are exasctly the
Kind o hig-tigket llul’LhJ.\LA pruple luul

to put ot when times ave had

3. i eaffic among the Winrl-
poals and Amana Kadar Ranges s any harom-
eter. Customers were nearly non-existent Sales
peaple watked in cireles, approaching a poteatial
customer hopefully.

And himes ate

Wil southeastern Michi) 18l Q1 recession.
Hme Wirp. cirea 1980-B3. Last winte
1¢ slowdown, which hegat this winter's

sion thongh |

llere's the point. A fragile economy cin and
often does take a rapid pluhge when stubborn, or
worse yet, panicky consumers enter the picture
For peaple with discretionary income — and
reasonithle job sccurity — our advice is to go
ahead and <Pgml it

Go out to eat, Go o the movies. Take a vaca-

- qoesn’t- aecessinty equal fext wister's depres. .

" Ah, but our postal service. . .’
now there's a sunny spotona
bleak economic horizon. When ™
the going gets tough, it simply
raises its rates.

crending stream of hot air supplied by the postal
serviee's buard ol governors

< And then, 1o add its mxult ta ourmpury. the
postal service now seens 1o ave this inesplica-
bie shortige of f-vent stamps for those ol us whe
ot canght with rolls and sheels of 1he 25-cen-
ters o

“es, s Pale nkes go, Qps was s quuckie, wasn't
7 Appatently it cven k\;h-rr st ol e by
surprise

Could o naly privitized postal system, (ree
trom governtment boondogples amd 18t contury
thinking. do any belter” Come on now Conlld at
possibly do worse?

Frigid outlook

Don’t panic over slow economy

crealty necded, Not onky will it buostU U@ econmay,
11 prep ap the public muond as we

THERE'S NO need to peturn b the ennspren-
nus consupung suburban Americd of the decn
dent Y05 The days whan there wies o pat of cal-
ared pa iy every stove amd aogias guzzler
cvery g e cefinstely
best (ergotten Taday's consugn
aleaner. meancr, more ee ..In g
Lot run\ml\[ﬂurll

s licld e Tor
dIv copreet kand

Life alter all dors gadn

A spokessonin for Southheld s 1t wdenee
Huspital Told us Monday there I heen TG
hosptal’s muermiy wird since
or” when [resident Tt [UlE TN
word torthe (irst Ge o sbee Jan

\m-(l the "R
15 when we've all been using the Wword

o Yes, there's o war on. But that duesn’t neces.
sarily muan eennomnie doam Cheek e hstory
books

Besides, (he Last thane needed i these desper-
ate fumes as piore appliance salespeople out of
work

l\N Lu"f.,

THE WAY I sce it, Gov. John En-
gler's State of the State speech last
week had one hit, one passed ball
and one witd pitch.

* The hit was his emphasis on edu-
cation.

Calling it his “enc absolute spend-
ing priority,” Engler wants to make
this generation of Michigan children
the “best educated in our state’s his-
tory." And he drew the connection
between well-educated children and
jobs, “good ]obs, secure jobs - right
herc at home.”

Nobady doubts the linkage, De-

spite the well-publicized warning 15

years ago of a ‘“risthg tide- of
mediocrity” in our'schools, America
continues o fali behind our interna-
tional competitors in educating our
- kids.
This is double true in Michigan,

where our manufacturing base and.

tradition of high wages require our
workers to be highly productlve.

We have dilly-dallicd far too long
in Michigan about tmproving our
schools.

_ IMPROVEMENT ' WON'T -come
overnight.  And that's where' she
passed ball comes in. !

- Engler seems 1o assume the anly

foree is in the schoqls. It isn’t.

_ Consider the people wurking 1oday
whose skills are already low. They
are unproductive and at grave risk
ol being displaced from their jobs

Some estimate that one worker in
four is functionally illiterate. Others

ing workers are behind their peers in
Japan or Germany in their work-re-

solution to our nof- L‘Umpﬂlllvt‘ labor *

shaw that fully haif our manufacer-

'Engler must educate
our current workers

Consider the people
working today whose
skills are already low.
They are unproductive
and at grave risk of
being displaced from
their jobs.

lated skills such as hlucpnnl reading
or computer keyboarding. A national
study showed that if you profect the
work force in the year 2000, fully 85
percent already have teft school and
are at work today.”

Engler's concentration on schools
may be fine for the future, but what
of the more than one million Michi-
ganians already in the work force?

Nothing. If facl, worse than noth-
ing.

Among the celebrated budget culs-

proposed by Engler are viriually the
entice state system of job training,
ranked as among the best in the na
- tion. On his cutting board are the Op-
portunity Card project, the Michigan
* Training Incentive Fund and the en-
tire Michigan Youth Corps.

Of the original '$36 million for
“cmpln)mrnl lrmmm, and
traning services” sa the Labor De-
partment’s budget, the Engler ad-
ministration proposes tu cut $31 mil-
lion. That 85 pereent stash is mmed
directly at investments in the skills
and productivity o( '\h( higian's work-
ing people

THE WILD PITCH has 10 do with

ihe cantroverslal praposal to cut
school property taxes by 20 percent

i-nglm- called it a “job creation
tax,” arguing that Michigan's prop.
erty tax burden is among the highest
in the nation, a barrier to economic
growth and new business formition

While it certalnly is truc that we
rely far more on the property tax
than we should and that high proper:
ty -laxes are one clement that
discourages ‘economice ‘growth, it by
no means follows that cutling prop-
erty taxes alone will stimulate
grualh George Bush called that idea

*voodoa cconomics” when he was a
candidate in 1980

Senate majority leader Richard
Posthumus says Engler's proposals
will wark In Michigan “much the
same way that Reaganomics provid-
ed a great cednomic boon-in the
19805 in the nation.”” If that's so, take
tover. )

And to trade off important invest-
ments in our competitive skills
Joh trasning programs, for example
ainst reduced property taxes
seems dubious public policy at best

Prat Power 15 charrman of the

Teompany that owps this newsgng-

per Hix award-imning colwmn
wdll appear pertsdically

from our readers . -

Children
will suffer i

To the editor:

The resull of the Feb & millage
election Jeaves me with an unsettled
{eeling.

§ am sympathelic ta those cltizens
who truly cannot afford a tax in-
crease at this time. | understand
theis reasons belter than I do those
who voted against the millage be-
cause of the extensive negative cam-
paign that Richard Headle¢ waged
and the' unlimited financial e
sources of the Alexander Hamilton
Life

As a taxpayee in this community, 1
resent the efforts-of a private com-

on a community especially when the
facts werc distorted as they were oo
lms issue,

1\\ an cdueator, my time uugm to
be speat working_with the children
and not having to spend time com.
baunj an organized campaign to Jus-
iy the need Lo support education

1§ ptaced on bur
al system, that the one

— Obserucr,

Steve Barnaby .
Judith Doner Berne .
Dick Isham Gerery rrpsag

Frod Wright =

pany exerling that kind of influcnce .,

Tt s allagical for me to thipk hat,
in this day and age, when 86 much |

way 1o rumn-'

fapvert s

dy the situation is to cut he' money.
That doesp't make sense

ANOTHER THING that doesn't
miuke sense is the perception that
‘our district did nut need the money

s to replace what the state took away
Qur distriet, and particularly the
chitdren, will suffer for what our

e goveramuent has been unable to

Tesoive,

tadeed, the people have spoken
But 1 wonder f we arents and
supporters of quality education can
cVor have a chanee at tirning things
aroundd when approximal
cert of our populatien ha
inschool,

That 1s 2 [rightening thought when
you think of what the impact can be
when 2 eompany “hke  Alexander
Hamilton and Headles mobilize their
resourees -

Now our disteict must make decp

« culs to offset the Joss of tevenue ad

remembey, the distriel was not ask-

ing: for arw money, valy money to
replace what the siite muL

In some ways i wbe nu- defeat
trought our schools claser together
JInany event, Tknow there were a lat
of people iwho woiked very - hard at
LAtrymg o gommunicate iecdrate in-

formalion and encatizage support.

& i

bt EREI S
spesttie Pmllp Power .t EIEER et
. Richard Aginian oo

Tion. BUy T roirigeraten: anew.carifal’s

Eecentric 7\*mu paprr

Yaur efforls were trerpendous and
1 or ane, extend thanks.,

Michael L. Duff,
peincipul,
‘e Ibmennr) Sehool

‘Greed is basis

for land deal

To the editor

1 want to express my deep disap-
pomtaient in the mtegeity of the “ed-
ucational”™ commumty of Cranbrook
you prepare 1o betray the stew-
ardship entrusted 'lo that graup by
the, donor of the Cranbrook Nature
Sancluary property. -

Mr. Ward's conve!
portant picee of our lismte
areas o your care w
and spirit of your guardiansinp. De-
struction of the land and s bLfe-
furms in order to “develop™ it is not
cunsistent ullh ruardhanship, but

swithgreed -

atural

Surely same ather form of funid-
raising could serve w Hoance -
provement of the Serence Institate

. -

Pattick Evans,

D(-nyborn Helghia

v ance of this im-




