1 its plans 1o build an engineering .

center and test track off [-696, it's
getting: 10 be obvious.that there is
soinething gong on in the engincer-
ing commenity that's going Lo
*chinge how cars are designed.

e buildup of Japanese engincer-
Ing expertise in the Detrait area in
the past year ar so has been driven
myinly by the need 1o redesign: en-
gines toancel the new sel of emis-
stan standards.

» That means pretty much recali-

pratiag-all the current ang’ future -

proguction engines. a4 monumental
Jub by itself if you've ever seen the
pile of paper required by the govern-
L 16 corlify o new ear, abaut six
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In fact, tost automakers, inelud-
ing ‘importy, havé had enginecring
centers near the Ann Arbar Environ.
mental Prolection Agency labs for
years for just this task But the scale
of the new Japanese centers 15 more
on the order of a full eaginvering
center, a0t Just emissions work

THE PLANNED Toyolu genter.
for example, is about as big as Toyo-
matn car design faclity s’ To-
hyo. Add in the new Nissan rescarch
and -develapment “busldup,  Mazda
and Honda “and you have an enge
neeriog foree approximating the size
of Chrysler's
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Viee president, wpetations. Charles
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Fortunately for Toyota and Nis-
san, this creates o pleotiful supply of
experienced talent o stafl up their
DEW CAIRCETING Conlers, not te men-
tion the lack of competition frog dor
mestie reeruiters ot engimeenng
schools 1t makesat partieularly casy,
ta find the relatively scaree expen.
eneed engineers familiar with e
complexities of taday’s sophisticatid
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1 seppose it's also obvious um
“when. all thiy transpires, the US.
companies might have some second
thuughts about whatthey are doing
with Wher seed corn
recent article in For-
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Ford Chairman Donald Petersen re-
mpned because he was under press
sure from the board of dincetors Lo
quit blowing Ford's monvy on ad
vaneed engineening programs and
ather olivinus wastes of mancy.
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o desygn and anprove cars in the
- st gone home 10 & dividend
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