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STEPHEN CANTRELL/staff photographor

as Sister Amnesia.

*By Ethel Slmmons
 staft weiter

ISTER MARY AMNESIA is

the ‘only rele Jennifer Jay

Myers has ever played In

~ ihe musical comedy “Nun-

sense,” but she has appeared as the

sweet, slightly dippy young nun in

more than a half-dozen different
productions,

Myers, who is originally from

Bloomfield Hills, is staying with

her parents, .Rodman and

Jennifer Jay Myers, originally from Bloomfield Hills, shows
off a jacket for the show “Nunsense,” in which she appears

It’s fun to play,,
Sister Amnesia

appeared in a production of the hit
musical in Cleveland, along with
Alvaleta Guess as Sister Mary Hu-
bert, Guess is tn the Birmingham
show as Hubert again. “She has
been doing It off and on also,” My-
crssald. |

PERKY AND soft-spaken, Myers.
describes Sister Amnesia: “She's a
nat; She lost her mind, She was hit
on the head by a crucilix and wand-
ered . into a convent. She's real
sweel, but she keeps screwing up.”

Myers sald she has been per-

Jeanette,, durlng the run of the forming in “a rash of religious
show, through Sunday, March 10._.11' shows."” Besides "Nunsense,” these
the. Birmingham Theatre. Detroit- * jnclude *Joscph and the Amazing
area up north i r " “God-
last summer, who saw the Cherry  spejl” and “Do Black Patent Leath-
County Playhouse version of “Nun- or  Shoes Really Reflect Up?”
sense,” might remember Myers ap- Doing  religious. shows . wasn't

pearing there in the show, which
she also co-directed.

“I first saw the show off-Broad-
way," Myers said during an jnter-
view at the Birmingham Theatre.
She knew then she would like to
play Sister Mary Amnesia some-
day. “It's enc of the roles that real-
ly fits my type."”

“Nunsense” has been running
off-Broadway since 1986, the year
Myers saw it originally. She first

planned. “It's a weird. coinci-
dence,"” she sald.

She appeared at the Birmingham
Theatre in the carly 1980s as Char-
lotte, “'a loose woman," In the mu-
sica) “Oliver!” Other roles she has
played include Annclle, the charac-
ter she describes as “the weird
beautician,” ‘with a Southern ac-
cent, in “Steel Magnollas,” and
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Sister Mary Cardelia is

a perfect role for her

By Ethel Simmons
stal! writer

HE ROLE OF Sister Mary

) Cardelia In the musical

« comedy “Nunsense” has

* been played by such stars

as ‘Kaye Ballard, Peggy Cass and

Phylis Diller, but no onc is more

sulted to the part than Marilyn Fari-
na,

Meeting Farina for the first time,
in the lobby of the Birmingham The-
atre, you sense immediately that she
is a live-wire kind of gal.

Brassy, sassy .— there are lots of
adJectives (o describe her personali-
ty. . .

She has close-cropped blonde hair,
dramatic eye makcup and a figure
that is ample.

She's outgoing — the kind of char- -

acter she portrays as Slster Mary

Dan Goggin, who wrote the book,
musle and lyrics for the show, is a
Iriend of hers, who wrote the part
for her. .

Goggin is directing the current
Birmingham Theatre production of
“Nunsense.”

The entlre cast is a fricndly, fa-
miltar one to each other {many cast
members have appeared together in
previous productions of the show).

Goggin, leaving the theater
through the labby, is a willlng
“goler,” asking Farina if he can
bring her back some coffec.

FARINA AND GOGGIN are long-
time friends.

She first became known to the
public after posing in a.nun's hatat
for greeting cards, at Goggin's re-
quest.

The cards were suceessful, which
Ied to a “Nunsense™style revue and
then the muslcal.

“He had the crazy idca of daing a
nun greeting card,” she said.

"A friend gave him a store manne-
quin‘and a real nun's habit."”

Instead of using the manncquin, he
asked Farina to pose.

Twelve cards were printed and
shown at the National Stationery

- Show in New York.

“The character started to come
alive,” said Farina,

Over a threc-year period, she
appeared on about 75 cards and
made personal appearances at card
stores.

Then, as Sister Cardelia (her name
taken from the card). she starred in
a revue-ype show, for which a co-
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.median supplied “blue humor” and
Goggin the musle.

The cast of five performed as *

three nuns and two priests,
. “It was just=4 hit,” she said sim-

ply. They played New York and Bos-
ton. . N

The next step was converting the

revue into a book show and holding a
backers' audition, “Nunsense" {with
all cast members.as nuns — priests
just weren't as funny) opencd at the
small off-Broadway Cherry Lane
Theatre in 1985.

t moved to the Sheraton Lane
Theatre on Seventh Avenue, then to

the Douglas Fairbanks Theatre, on

Theatre Row on 42nd Street.

“The reviews were never that
great,” she sald, of critics’ responses
to the show, but the public loved the
mix of comedy and seng — heavy on
puns and nonsense that would espe-

alemed s |

Cardelia, who Is the Mother Superior _clally be enjoyed by anyone who
| o the LillTe Sisters of Hoboken. gfew up Catholic and atl

Cathollc school.

+ “TIEY .STARTED ° doing star
companies,” Farina sald,

“Kaye Ballard was the (irst, at Co-
conut Grave, Fla.”

She praised Ballard's perform-

ance, was lukewarm on Phyllis -

Diller’s, and said ‘that Peggy Cass
{who played Sister Mary Cardelia In
a previous production at the Bir-
mingham Theatre) had trouble with
the physical aspects of the role.
There's one scene in the show
where the Reverend Mother keeps
slipping off a stool after mistakenly
snilfing a substance that makes her

high.

Farina defltly does the repeated
slips and {falls, which require skl
and good physical conditlon (the lat.
ter caused problems for Cass, Farina
satt).

Farina left the New York show,
then went to San Francisco for seven
months, and Los Angeles next.

"I was out for about one and one-
half years with the show. Now [ go
wherever they hire me.” )

Appearing in New York in “Nun-

sense” is nol that profitable for her,
she said, -

- The big stars make the big bucks
because they have the “name.” .

She makes betier money in pro-
ductions on the the road

She laughed, remembering some
of the derogatory things reviewers
have said about the show.

And while the musical itself gen-
erally has not carned plaudits from
the critics, “the girls got good. re-
views™ for their individual elforts.
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Marilyn Farina stars as the Mother Superior in “Nunsense” at
the Birmingham Theatre. .

‘You can’t kill this thing! It’s a real
word-of-mouth show. It’s such a
ridiculous piece, but it works!’

— Marilyn Farina

“YOU CAN'T KILL this thing™
she -declared, praising “Nunsen:
“It's a real word-of-mouth show:

ing of the investors, Farina
said, “Everybody's gotten their mon-
ey back about 10-fold, It's such a ri-

diculous. piece, but it works’* She ~

claimed Goggin has made millions

Farina, who attended Benedicline
Academy in Paterson, NM., always

wanted to be an actress and played
the lead in “Our Miss Brooks™ In a
high school production.

She worked for many years.as a
doctor's and dental assistant before
she got her big break as Sister Mari
Cardelia.

Describing the Mother Superivr,
she said, “She's the head honcho. She
acts like she's in control, but she's
really a mess.”
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