Dolan makes polltlcs
‘a Capltol investment

By Joanno Maliszowski
_ataff wrlter

ORE OFTEN than nat, she

as a.can ol pop for
lunch.
- The "twa  visitor's

ch'drs and the wooden desk in her
1 office overlooking the state
pitol parking lot are governme nt
issue.
Unlike mhur leglalators, she chose
Aot ta take her own furniture to
Lansing, What's there will syffice!
Always” mindful of her Scottish
.background and the value of a-dol-
r, Jan Dolun 18" careful on whal's
speat and how it's spent. When the

wh calls for u Delan spends the

nu,lu in a Lansing hotel

“1 could go home,” said the Repub-
lichn state representative, “But it's
ensier 1 den't want to contribute to
wiasling gasoline,”

But her car. not oo many years
old, iy racking up the miles and the
wear and (ear during the commute
between bier home and the Capitel

When the can of pop wor't do,
she'll take a short J.'kum across the

_ lunch at the YWCA cafeterin

-q

stréet from the Capitol for a q\uck
She's

talking about joining the ¥Y's swim.
MInE Prograin for sume exercise af-+
ter work ~ when there's time.

HER' DAY STARTS it varying
tmes. More often than ant, 1L starts
carly and runs Late - And it's con-
stant. Some days constituents’ stap
by 1o see her: Other o ce filled
with mL'l‘lmKﬁ |||t'\!ln),s and tmore

d abaut other fegista-
tors whose nages seem to appear on
alinost every bill imaginatile, Do
“Fd rather
uahity. A lot of times you can
more of an impact by urderst

“Ing

 home hife,

mary opponent when the House be- *
},Ih\ its 2 p.m. session,

“We try to help the new legnsla-
tors,” Dolan said.

The second-term legislator scems
at home in her sall office, decarat-
«d with tasteful poster art and a wal)
full of accolades nating her commu-
nity involvement and achicvernents.

“The majority of my eiforts are
here though T 2m still involved local
Iy, she said.- She remains a board
member {or various groups, includ-
the  Farmington-Farminglon
Hills Community Center _and the.
Farmington YMCA

*This is'.my fife. | don't have a
id Dolan, & widow with

four. gre

»hal S Roing vn up here. T want ;'vwd
law. I don't care who gets credit for
w

Hers

't the only recngnizable
face 1 the sparsé YWCA lunch
room - Seems s i favornite vating
spol for legislative Lypes. On his way
bark (o the Capitol. newly elected
Rep Michised Bouehard, B Birming-

ham, stops to say heltn Dolan prom-
ises to see her 1988 Republican pri-

S‘tllw Redfern. Jan Dolan's. olfice manager, keeps |h|ngs run.

nmg smoothly. Redfern worked tor {ormer state Rep. Wibur
Sandy" Brotheslon of Farmington,  *

Cposertul comiton

IN FACT, she ereduts raising those
sons with 1es hmg her how to handle
controversy  “They didn't always
agree But you didn't side with one
af the other. I've learned to.took at
things an other ways instead of
tumping my head on the wall. You
can’t tet it get to you”

On the uther hand, Dolan’s new
h;,ul.mu aldes Nany Bates. a,

Fi mm,_um Hilg councilwoman and
Dot ,/h

manager, is

thankful une ofher two grown sons
come home th roost for a ime.
“The table s set whein ¥ get hume,”
Batexaad

Home 1s not where Dolan's Dife is |
anym deseribes her Farme
1ngton mn\ partment a house-
keepng disaster. with papers piled
tigh on the dimng room table. The
pardening and flower arrangements
she wan known for have been put
aside

On the
Dolan und Bates -
thrie i

day the Observer visited
who works aboul
> i week an a small closets
car Dolan's nffiee +- Po-

pitol for & state House
Apprupriations Committee meeting
“You can only get sa much from a

e, sind Dolan, wha admats that
reading, -l her day. from memos to
legislative bills and pages of analy-
BN

Dolan
members of the
o “This a5 the

This 1s the plum ta be on,”

Nand, peenting to

cnminit ¥ * wants to be on
dnt thas year,”
PROPOSED BUDGET cuts have

¢ to the dark, lower . -

Jan Dolan, - wtio represents the 691h Bestrect. in-
glon and Farmmgtan
chats with a liasion tor the state Demrlmom of

cluding Farmil

everyone ln Lansing buzzing and
frustrated. While - ching the- cotn-
mittee diseuss early retirement ben-
efits for state emplovees. Txoian
spéaks. quietly about the purtinan
polities that fill the hallowed hishls

‘[ think peaple come an here o
hsts and get jaded in the
cess.” sk said- 71 have told m
triet. "Fight for your own grants T
won't fight for things [ consider to e
pork These are the Lanng stk
vards and we have to et
know it
- Dolan counts on her s exp
aces th give her

ade

reupe

3 china shop. Hul she speabs b

" mind

4 sense of how 1o
- "work with people Ste s nat a bull

Hills,

~ Thursday, Fubuary 21, 1991 O&LE

Ly SHANON (WA EUT satt GmcIograLter

Natural Resources when she stops.in to hear

budge! discussions before the pcwnrml Houge’

mind

W sy
Topes

» camputer
A canverted

Appropriatrons Committee.
i the rght time,
ot Ttudat

. clinet with what appeans o be a
Stwiestury cutling: She s learning-to
retreve anfortnation. track legsta-
o and »-wmd to constituents’ in-
2 5 requests, SaonT ske'll et

arch

mnosomething” Fye always

anted 10 du ¢ henvolved In Ro

et said Bates, whom Dolun
SuCses is prababl une of the older
legastative awdes.

As fut s Dolan and Bates are con-
cerned, age 18 wisdom. And that's
seful in the political realm.

"1 way always comfortable be
* A campagn manager,” Bates su.d-
“But I hike holding office. 1 like iden-
ufying a problcm and secklng ways
1o resolve it

Water rate hike discussed

- By Casoy Hans
2 writee

The council action will lock in a 2-percent interest

rute through the

Fhe eost of a multi-miltion doltar sewer Jmprovement

2 praject in Farmington could go higher than proje

se in water and se
- ja¥ the difference, the city's top administrator said
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