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cruise ship

[ found dohin and Edie Fuller on
the dock at Port af Miami, just
after T odrctabarked  from the
erue ship Fantasy. 1 wos sland.
ang i the Flonda sun waiting for
1y hmshand o bring the car
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director of sales for Carnival
Crusse Lines

[ was dookangg for ihese people
bees ause [ wanted a fichigan
spinun™ on what Carmival Crupse
Lanes ealls the Superlaner Fanta-
sy But first [ wanted o know
how the ship fits it the overall
crulse pretnre.and why you, my
teader, wonld Iike 1t

There are several ships doing
and four-day jtineraries,
antisy s the first new ship
bultspecifieatly for that market.
Royval Canthbean followed with
ear shup. Nordie Empress. ap-
parently these threes four-
lay cruises i

spent several
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By lris Sanderson Jones
special writer

When you board the cruise ship
Fantasy, officially called the Super-
Liner Fantasy, your first impression
is light, glitter and color. If you have
met Joe Farcus. or have been to the
Crystal Palace Resort & Casino in
Nassau, you'll understand why. Joc
is the architect and interior designer
for Carnival Cruise Lines, which
awns bath the Palace and the Fanta-
sy, and he Joves {o paint the world

. with colored lights.

You board The Fantasy on the
Empress deck, where you jollew the

lights into the Grand Spectrum, an .

atrium that gleams and glows and
blinks with light. The two elevators
going up six decks and down again
are painted in red neon. The 20-foot-
high kinctic sculpture is a rotating
cylinder of changing colars.

Tiny Jight bulbs follow the spiral
staircase 1o the second floor where
virious shipboard facilities that sur-
round the mezzanine are signed in
light. You have te climb the Grand
Staircase to” see ancient Egypt at
work in Cleopatra’s Bar and Pavils
hor, but that's Joe Farcus al) over.

In case you missed it, the Fantasy
is a very large cruise ship launched
1n 1990 to make three- and four-day
erunes from Miami to Nassau and
mrk It is 855 feet long, weighs
0.367 tons and could carry 2.634
p ssengers if every bed and bunk
was full
1 wok an overnmight "Crunc to
Nowhere” offered to travel agents
and travel writers, which means we
boarded one afternoon and disem-
barked carly the next morning. The
coastal ghts of Florida werg al-
ways in view.

* That briel expericnce gave me a
goud loak at the ship and us facili-
¢s, including cabins, bars, restau-
rants, ete. It gave me a good taste of

'BIG BOAT

70,000-ton ‘SuperLlner plows the seas_

The new cruise ship SupcrL:ner Fantasy is a helly fcllow,
weighing in al a robust 70,000 tons, With stage shows, theme

the shup's style Carmval ams at a
tast-paced younger crowd [or ats fun
ships, although [ have cruised with
peopte of all ages on their ships.

My overall response to the ship
was that it gives you a lot of "glitz
and glamor for a reasonable price,

with comfurtiable staterooms, good
fond, interesting and innovative bar
and entertainment areas’ It is ecasy
0 get around in. in spite of its size
You can have a lot of fun in a very
busy, 21st century movie-scene sct-
ting. If you prefer a quict, more cles

Royal Caribbean Cruise Line's Nordic Em-
press, the tirst cruise ship designed specilical-

ly tor the three- and four-night markel. arrives
in Miami escorted by more than 150 boats.
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@ Cruise Lines nlernational Assoct-
aton, which represents 35 cruise
Hnes worldwide, 13 2 great source of
nformation about cruising., For in-
formation on where to go, whether to
take the kids, what to pack, ete .
send for a free booklet called ~Crus-
Ing Answers 1o Your Questions™
from €LIA, 500 Fifth Ave. Suite
1407 New York, N Y 10110

Ask for charts showing services
and facilities that might influence
your chotee of a ship. Ror example

® The typical cruise passenger
muoved from one big meal to another,
starting on the deck before breakfast.
and eading on the deck for the nid-
night buffel. Many passengers stitl
do

Rut more and more cruisers are
asking for fresh fruic and muftins,
turkey hreast and cottage cheese, as

. well as a jogging track and gym to

work those calories off. More and
amore cruse ships are responding 1o
s demand by offering low-fat, low
cholesterol atems on their menus,

and special et s by revquest \\L rvr
achart

® You can't take your kids un all
eruse lines, because st isa’t always
watth the price or the hassle of
cluldhood boredom But family cru
1s10g has grown by 50 pereent during
the Last two years, acegrding to a,
Reter Homes and Gardens™ poll,
encouraging comise hines o add tod
dler rooms, teen discos, children's
videos and special shore excunans,
Ash for a chart

® If vour udea of cruisiog s te
streteh ont beside the peal all day,
you may be a httde behimd the tines
Some people sl do nothing but
wark an their Lans, but many cruise
ships have added wesghl rooms, ox
ercise hrhes and Nautilus equipment
as well av treadnulls and rowing ma-
chines Rame even have saunas and
basketball courts' Ask for a chart

® If you shop at Twelve-Oaks,
vou probably won't fall overboard
it the warm waters of the Canb

~about 35 different cruise lines

MICKY JONES

bars, gift shops, a casino. meals galore and more. this 855-foot-
long boat has enough room for 2,634 passengers.

Rant atmosphere, you minhl try an.
other pew ship in the three- and four-
day market, the more upscale
Nordie Empress. (See related story.}
When you board any ship, your
first moves arc to check out the cab-
in, read the day's activity list, sign

up for the early or late dinner seat.
1ng and find your way among the en--
tertainment facitities.

As 1n most of the new ships, the e

outside suites and demi-suites on the .,

Please turn to Page 8

Nordic Empress

Lavish cruise ship plays.
host to 37 area guests

By Iris Ssnderson Jones
speciat weiter

1 asked Dallas Phillips of Phillips
Travel Service Inc i South Lyon uf
he could find me somebody
sailed on the Nordie Empres
the two new crutse ships t
tered the three four-day cruise mur.
ket 1n 1990

Dillas has worked
mare than oace with linda
Gasparomt of Plvmouth, who calls
herself “a frusirated travel person
who would hike to be 1a the travel
busiress but never had the chance ™

Nallas Phillips organized a trip
for Linda when she took the Plym-
euth-Canton Marching Band to Or.
Lindo to muarck n the electric” pa-
rade at Walt [usney World and then

1 was lucky

‘One of our group won
the hula hoop contest
and another came in.
second for the twist
contest!’

= . o3 Sasgarol

arch in the Orange Bowl on
New Year's Day 1986

There were 254 people on that
trip. ancluding band members, fami-
lies and friends Not bad for some-
body who doesn't think of herself as
being 1o the travel business .

"Last February T took a group Lo

Ploase turn to Page &

Celebrate!

Lilacs, fireworks, balloons

an l’ rou 0 g cruise’ Mhip!
you prehahiy won't fall overboard
vither, but yon wild be & lot closer (o
thut blue-green tropeal water

Onee upan a4 e, cruise “shops™
were tucked between the book rack
amd the drog store. Now they are be-
RInning to ook hike malls Shop care-
fully Dty -free savings are pol abe
ways werrific But bring enough man-
th evplore the parecluns and
ther things that may be Reod buys
wn L eTuise s R specific settings

® And af vou are one of thase
much-maligaed  single  travelers,
toreed o pay a mingle supplement i
arder to lodge alone 1n a double
room, ask CLIA for charts showing
ships that have single rooms You
mght be interested 1o know that the
only two hoes that doa't charge a
single suppivment are the Premiere
Cruise lines and World Explorer
Crures Some lnes will help you
find o compatible roommate Ask for
achart

The Michigan Travel Comnus
ston has designated 16 of the 100 or
mare {estivals and events celebrat-
ed Michigan this summer as
Celebrate” The Great takes Fest-
vals o

The festivals reflect the great
diversity bastowed on Michigan by
the lakes, our greatest single te-
source.” sid Michigan Travel Bu.
rean Director John Savich

From the blush of the season’s
first blossoms in Benton Harbor
St Joseph during the Rlossomuime
Fesuval, to the fireworks extrava-
ganza of the Detroit Windsor In-
ternational Freedom Festival, to
the sights. smells and sounds of the
Upper Peninsula State Fair in Es-
canaba, Michtgan has a festival to
complement any 'amunn ner-
ary

Following Is a list of \hrhugnn )
1991 festivals

nhighlight Michigan festivals .

® Apr:i 28-May 6. Rlossomtime
Fesuval. Benton Harbor St Jo-
seph

@ May 3-18. Tulip Time Festi-
val. Holland

® May 25.26. Alma Hzghland
hm\al 1nd (‘amn Alm

Y] 7. Fort \ﬂchllkmackv

nac )’agr'\nl \lnrkmzw City.

@ June 7-16, Lilac Festival,
Mackinae Island

® June 8.15. Frankenmuth Ba-
varian Festival, Frankenmuth

# June 21-July 4, International
Freedom Festival, Detrolt, Wind.
sor

® June 29-July 6. Battle Creek
International  Balloon ~ Festival,
Battle Creek

® July 4.6, Fireworks Festival,
Bay Cuty.

* July

6-13, National Cherry
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