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ARBARA GENTILE of
Garden Clty uses sewing

sculpt intricate features
on her clay mlniatures of country
bunnies, bears, dogs and Raggedy
Ann dolls,

The last creation, a lop-eared
bunny gets lost In the palm of your
. hand. Many of the minlatures are
amaller than a quarter or nickel; at
thelr bases.

Gentilo began to cralt the
miniature clay wulplurcs “about.

four years ago.”

“1 took a class with my
doughter’s Brownte troop {crafting)
clay minjatures and I was hooked,”
Gentile said,

As she sits at her work table,
Gentile automatlcally reaches for

the block of clay, pinches off a
smiall piece, then begins to roll,
form and sculpt it In her hands,

ho bigger than a sewing thimble,
then begins another,

Gentile sells her mintature
creatlons at craft shows, from
Plymouth to Troy.

On March 3, she’ll exhibit her
country and Victorian clay
minlatures at 1he Craft Gallery's

. Roma’'s of Garden City. Sixty
erafters display thelr warcs in the
spring show, which includes
country palnied wood, soft

Barbara Gentile's minlatures fit Inlhe pnlm of
strands of clay hair onto a Raggedy Ann doll.

needles and toathpicks to *

Before long, she completes a bear

Folk Art & Victorian Craft Show at

your hand. Here she places (he‘garllc-prnaaod

Clay miniatures
She works in a downsized world

Raggedy Ann and Andy are ¢
striped socks. Barbara Gent

olortful, with bright red halr and
ile's clay miniatures can pul a

smile on even the grumpiest face.

sculpture and Earl Americana
items of every description.

FOR PEOPLE into country,
“'the current rage in home
decorating is to fill a shadew box
with miniatures of the collector’s
favorite things, 3

“Sarne people come to the shows
cluiching swatches of wallpaper.
They want to be sure that it will fit
into their hame color scheme,”

" Gentile said, “Another lady asked
me to craft a dog tn the same
colors as hers, brown and white,”

Gentile reached into the box that

held a miniature papulation of
finished clay wonders. Sure
enough, a log-eared pooch in a
lying positlon sported spats of
brown and white.

Gentile makes her miniatures
{rom oven-iempered clay. Initlally,
she uses a pasta press to flatten
pieces of cfay to make clothes for
her critters. Then with pizza cutter
in hand, she cuts out the pattern to
{ashton a skirt, shirt or bonnet. *-

With a garlic press, sho presses
out streams of clay strings, soon to
become hair on Raggedy Ann and
Andy.

Barbara Gentile crafts her clay miniatures us-
ing a sewing needle and toothpicks as tools.

“I'm the only enc to go to the
garlic presses (n the store} to look
for different sizes of holes,”
Gentile said.

FOR ANIMAL whiskers she
Rlues, one by one, the bristles cut
from an old toothbrush onto their
tiny faces,

She “displays her miniatures at
all juried shows,” Gentile said. This
ensures that the crafts are all high
quality. “My husband helps a lot,”
Gentile sajd.
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Gentile's husband, Tony, sets up
the display booth for the craft
shows. They have two daughters:
Stephanie, 10, and Mallar} 6.

“The minhlumﬂ give us extra
income to pay for all the figure
skating lessans,” Gentile sald.
“This i3 Stephanie’s tirst year
competing.” .

Along with clay miniatures,
Gentile erafts heart-shaped
earrings, bear pins and necklaces

Prices fof the clay miniatures

“range from $2.50 for a little bear

Ingenious, she uses a garlic press to produce
clay streams that she’ll later fashion into hair.

to $9 for standing dolls ™
“When people m of they're
re frigile,”
az' why 1 tell
pesple to pul them on a shelf and |
leave them.”

Admissten to Craft Gallery's -

Folk Art \( Vieton raft
St s 8. DRUNTRUN)
4 pom .Sum A h g al
Romut's of Garden Cty, 305

Cherry Il 2
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Lena Massara'displays a 45-.by.4@:inch.abstract collage croat-- - Tafire

ed from paper, canvas, burlap and metat fragments. Though
her method may be nontradilional today, she says, like a
schooted figure skater, she maslered the compulsory work be-

tore developing her own style,

Painter’s passion zeros in on
experimenting in abstract art

By Janice Tigar-Krsmor
special wrier

Artist Lend Massita appears al-
most grddy deseribing how she plans
an abstract acryhe painting  how

_.she apphes layers of trapsparent and

opague colors 1o unprimed canvas
and wuts for the magic to begin

“IUs fun to experiment -with the
joe * says the Farmington Hills
artist and 1990 recipient of the Art-
it In Hesdence honor from the
Furnington Area Arts Cotamission

As she shoots watered-down eolors
from squecze bottles, then sprays the
freture-with a fine post of water to
make eolors run, she says “Mayhe
y techmgue o't teaditional het s
how [ work best ™

Before the |.| nw\y drs
mughit SN ~ owith the
weden ot the ,umn brush or
spatter on an additional color 1o
complement what she alteady has
created

Thuugh Mas: ‘s tmethod may be
nonteaditional today, she pomnts out
that, tke a scl )umlvd fNigure skater,
she mastered the compulsory work
developing her own style,

“An arust has tn dowlnp skatl,

(Ilun see amt then draw,” she sad
“I'd never have the courage to ex
periment today if, T hada't learned

Mlasaata

‘An artist has to
develop skill, then see
and then draw. I'd
never have the courage
to experiment today if 1.
hadn’t learned the
basics first.'

the

st

FOR MASSANA,
basies star
when she began taking ¢Lisses at the
Birmungham Bloomfichd Art Assovi
«tton and through art workshops She
started warking in charcoad, then
moved on to ails, pastels, watercol-
vrsand acrylics

Her basement workshop s hilled
with class projects portraits and re-
ahsue stell-lfe pinnnngs that look
more Tike abjects duart than class ox-
ereies Vet Massara sees the pant-
s & phase she left bebeod about
Ars ago
“-h style s lopser naw

mastering the

1 enjoy

Planse turn 1o Pige 4

Lett: Simple
materats such as
canvas and burlap
create interesting
shapes in this 24-
by 35 mnch collage
by Leea Massara
For her. mastenng
the basics stacted
.about 25 years ago
when she began
taking art classes
and enrolling in art
workstiops 4 ihink
the work you really
wani 1o do ftes)
wf untl a door
opend” she says




