GOP reps seek -
more state day . Pro- choice happy,

care mspectlon

By Tim Richlvd . “
© stalt wrltor .

State lnspecuun of" child care
horties should be more frequent —
‘not climinated — several suburban
ncpubhmn legislators agree.

“Even if they restore the full $3
million (for inspections), they can't
get the job done.” Rep, Lyn Bankes
‘of Livenia, chairwoman of a GOP
:}ask forcg-on child care, said Tues-

T “Either we've gotta give & lot
rnuro ca valr) {inspectors) or deregu-

Tate. Kot to do something."”
mid Run Bill Martin of Battle
Creck.

“1f you don’t have licensing, you’ Il
,havc warthousing of klds,” satd Ted
Ewald, wha heads the licensing and

regulation progrem of the state De-~

pariment of Social Services and 1§
N scheduled to lose his job March 16. -

<INSPECTION of 17,000 child care

«Lacilities is tied up “in 2 partisan
budget battle that Republican Gov.

John Engler's adminmistration and -

legislative leaders are u;u,lng be-
hind closed doors.

Bankes and Rep. Sué Munsell of
Howell blame  House Democratic
leaders for’ the peed to cut an al-
ready underfunded Program.

The battle unfolded tike this. -

® In December. the Legislature
and uulgumg Gos. James Blanchard
approved 2 pereent budget cut
for almostw 'rynung but sehool .ml
and colleges

® In mid-January, Engler sub-
saitted budgel proposals that would
have restored many programs, in-
cluding child care heme inspections
and ADC welfare payinients, But ma-
jority Demoerats on the House Ap-
propriations  Committee: rejected
Engler's proposals. That put “the
1990 cuts of pereent back into ef -
fect.

@ Dr. Geralt Miller,
directar, says that i v
tain welfare pa nts, the licensing
and regulation of elnld care facilities
st be dropped.

“The DSS wis made incffective by

. the 9.2 perdent cut,” said Munsell.
“It (cutting inspections) is not the
;gavernar's suggestion. For the most
part, lh(' public agrees with the gove
“ernor.”

‘._JU!NIN(E BANKES and Munscll
for Tucsday's task force meetlng
were Reps. Jan. Delan of. Farming.
ton Mills, Barbara Dobb of ‘West -
Bloomfield and Gerald Law of
Piymouth Township.

Dobb raised questions about the
parents’ duty te inspect child care
[acilities themselves

-DSS’s Ewald teld war stories of
children bemg abused and a gl
burmng her hand on an unprotected
wood stove, “The
tears i hus eves, "How could you let
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them to this to my daughter?' 1 sald,
‘We're in here {to msp(cl) once a
year; yo're here cveey day. "

“Remember that when peaple tell
you. garenls can inspect,” said
Bunkes. The fourth-term Jawmaker
made it clear state inspection is the
only way to assure safer child care
facilities. But she said that even with
an inspc(uon program, DSS was
1,400 cades behind and has only hnll
the inspection staff it needs.

MARTIN OF Battle Creek sug-
gested that state inspection “is a
Roud deal for the insurance compa-
nivs. We (the statef da all their inves.
tigatory work: they just issue a poli-
!

Y.

Bankes countervd: “A major- pro-
vider of child care insurance is in
my” district. If licensing is dropped,
they'll cancel everybody,”

Dalan asked whelher inspectors in
sparsely populated: areas could be
mulliply trained to check foster care.
well as child eare, but
the prugrams, were too

A

dilhnnl .

Law is among a growing aurmber *
of male legiskators taking an mler(sl

, inthe child care issue.

Sm{tsmally. employees  will
show up belter, be more motivated

-and less agitated and nervous if they

kuow iheir kids are secure,” he said.

EWALD SAID 235000 Michigan
youngsters are in some kind of state-
licensed child care. There are

® 2,000 day care homes with up
tosix children apicce. These are only

registered with the state; operators .

are given a three-hour orientation
and their  backgrounds - checked.
v are inspected once, 90 days af-
are  issued.
State-law spys 2 sumpling must be
ted annually, but Ewald said,
“re not able 1o do that.

‘@ 1400 group homes, cach with
seven to 12 children and at least two
wurkers” These are licensed and in-
speeted

® 3500 larger preschool centers
such as Kinder(, are, alse lu cased
d inspeetéd.
ald said there iy a one- lhlrd an-
nual tutnover ymong child care fa.
cilities, Bécause of the shortage of
inspectors, there are long delays in
registeniag new facilities, hence a
shertage in some arcas of the state
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“Reaction

ceutive director,
“Tragically, for thelast two years,

‘poor women have been denied access

to that right.” the statement contin-

ved. "Having a constitutional right
rxngs hollow if you canl cxercise
that right.

“We have Seen that this issue was
never, ever abaul taxes. Our opposl-
uon has since said . their motives
were never about taxes. And, in fact,

“ "the cutoff has not saved this state -
one dime. Al 1t has done is force
women- into  désperate and life-
threatening situations.

“Hopefully, this will all come to*
an end with today's .ruling.” the
statement said

THAT, HOWEVER, isn't likely.

Right to Life nf Michigan plans to
appeal the ruling, said director Bar-
ha sung.

e will file an appeal to the m‘
chgian Supreme Court,” Listing said

Leaders in O:lkldnd Counlys pro- -
vere
equally stunned by the Michigan
Appeals Courl ruling ‘Wednesday
striking down a u,m- an on Medie-
aid abertions,

But while pro- I:hmcu forces .\g{e
elated with their unexpected victory,
pro: -life groups vowed to llgm on.

“It’s bekn a long time since there
was a pro-choice victory,” said Mary
Ohlendor! of Planned Parenthnod
“This i$ even more special because it
hielps the neediest peaple.” Planned
Parenthood operates. family clinics
in Royal Oak and Bloomficld Hills.

The Michigan Abortion Rights Ac.
tion League, that claims to represent
more than 9,000 pro-choice house-
holds, hailed thé ruling as a “wel-:
came relief to the thousagds of poor -
women wha have been denied their -
constitutional rights. ~. * N

“The court agreed that women do
have constitutional rights whether
they are poor of rich,” the South-
ficld-based agency said in a state-
ment i¥ledsed by Carot L. King, ex-

OCC's new
boss takes
reins early

8y Pal Murphy
s1all writer

dawn “Our attorneys are looking at
the situation tight now."”
State Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy,

acully and staff at Cakland Com-
ity College will meet with their

s Friday at the Orchard
npus. o7
J Fulton, who beceomes

. chancellor on Mareh 1, will
speak at the school's “disciplihe™
meeting, Gne of two meetings annu-
which faculty and staff dis-
s internal concerns such as cur-
riculumn and text books.

10wl be' the schoal’s hirst mevtsag
with Fulten since  mid-December
when she was aumed o succeed T
Stephen Nicholson who resigned n
Mav

“Lat looking, farward to st,"Fulton

Patsy J. Fulton

those -usually

are
shared by most professionat educa-

Her  values

aid, "a commitment to ed-
eation dnd to serving the student.”

AMONG NER HIGHEST priori-
ties b assessing the extent to which
OC s {futfilhing s mussion of de-
livening educational services to stus

sud a4 phone intersiew Tuesday *GCA TAre ol students succeeding
P . - | e e when o finish up?” she asked.
from her office where shi- s windug e (s B0 Sptn she asked,

. institutions?
useful in the

trimsler to four.ye:
Are they gotng skills

. part-of
the Dallas County comnilnsty ssys-

tem
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“Rasically 1 intend 1o 1ell people o
who Lam.  what my values are
and how I'm=going to introd
mysell to the system,” she sald.
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-people and judges can't subsmu(c.

only hours afler the ruling camv

(0)54

predlctable

pro- life

wants. appeal

said he was dlsmuyv:d the :lppuxls
court overturned results of the 1988
state referendum on Medicaid abaor-
tions, *-

“It is terribly wrong for-the court”
{by a2 to 1 ruling) to overturn the
ban.” said Cruce, wha voted against
state-provided abortions. “Hoth
judges have a clear history of being
pro chuice. The courts must realize
that government must represent the

L-qwl aceess ' to mediesl ‘o
‘continued. “Reality is that 15-
uld youngsters do get raped and in-
pregnated. Reabty is that there are
poor woihien who do not wish 1o have:
children. Right 0 lifers do nol un- s
derstand reabty.

BERMAN, ‘\Hl() repr
field and Lathrup Vallage.
ter reading the decision “IUs
the legs vut of the able of
momentanily. but the: march
a total ban on abortion i
#ovs on . )

“First  the  Legisliature <
abortion to poor &utnen the Levn,
agers Now they re gung after bee
eryone else.”

Rep Gordon
pro-clioice advir

rv pleased”
court's ruling
“1nee 1l as @ fairness or ar equi

protection 1ssue
long aw we have j
we OUght not pick nd chens the:
efits 10 be providid on e by ¢
religious beliels

ard
W lapan

their cockumamie personal bias.™

Cruee, said the ban against state-
funded abortions wus supported by a
margin of nearly 2 10 1 mxemm
“The people™ clearly oppused state-
funded aburtions ”

State ep. xine Berman, D-
Southfield, and pro chotce leader an
the . House, is delighted with the
court’s decision and the major P
t0n she says it takes “that the equal
protection clause 10 Michigan’s con-
stitution 38 stronger thun the feder-
al's

Iy always been our man argy-
ment that poof people must have
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By Pat Murphy
staft writer

“IT LOOKS LIKE the siewsluiter
s advising -\u‘uhr officials e wnifh
Clair. & T

What one county publicist termed
a Umistake” i prompting county
commissioners to consider, \anlrlm~
funds for a newslétter designed to
tell Oakland residents about the pro.
posed solid waste program

The mistake 15 an artelt” that
upp«arud wn-a mid-January Issue of
lid Waste Management News,” a4
newsletter the county started pub-
hishing i Janvary, manly for public
officials involved an implementing %
the controversial mlxd umlv pro- -
Kram*

The arucle, uudvr the headhine
“Tips for guiding emotivnal public
meetings.” olfered suggestions to
public afficials One part of the arti-
cle s, “Sensiive issuvs sometimus
are’ placed as the last wem of the
meeling 50 3y not to detract from
other business at hand.

A number of residents? particus -
larily those apposed to the incinesa-
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