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Packing. personal items and food
for the U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia
are (from lef) Liz. Zynda, the Rev.
George Hack, Judy Parran and Baor-

bara Darish. They are members ‘of
the new Fnrmmglun arca chopter
of Friends of Freedom.

A touch of home

Local Friends of Freedom group
sends packages to those in Gulf

By Joanne Mallszewski
siaft writor i

UDY PARRAN, Barbara Dar-
ish and Liz Zynda don't have
children or relatives fighting
in the Persian Gulf. But their

hearts are with the soldiers. And so
are thelr efforts.

“1 don't want them te come back
jike they did from Vietnam,” said
Parran, who two weeks ago began
the Farmington-arca chapter of
Friends of Freedom.

= -The-three Farmington Hills resi-
dents don't want a repeat of that
war's aftermath when American sol-
diers came "home te find little sup-
port or respect for their efforts.

Thoy are concerned aboul the
troops and believe the troops need to
Xnow ‘Americans — regardless of
thelr political leanings — care abaut

* them.

To that end, the 1hree Farmm;,mn
ilills residents — with the help of the
Rev. George Hack and members of
the . Farmington Hills Church of
Christ — are giving their support by

sending them a little bit of home in”

packages of food, books and personal
items.

“We have men in our congregation
who were in Vietnam and who were
treated badly. That's why we got in-
volved," sald Hack, a Redford Town-
ship resident,

THE ONGANIZATION, driginally
begun by Berkley resident Laura
Czarney — who has a son and son-in-
law in the Persian Gulf — is collect.
ing monetary donations and grocery
store items

Drop box

swilors ind soldiers from (he Farm- e b,
ngton area 10 the Pesian Gult. * N
The Farmington area chapter of o Farmington Hils fire heid- “All we're asking from people 1s to foddiors ang tote

the Friends of Freedom have the fal.
lowing drop boxes for donations tu
be sent to American troaps in the
Persian Guif:

e Farminglon Hills City Hall,
31555 11 Mile

® Farmington Hills police head-
quarters, 31665 11-Mile

THE GULF

l Hlmn{: Ilome

Wednesday  afternoon’ Parran's
atchen table was filled with the best
examples of what ‘is’ sent to the
troops. Nuts, candy, gum, juice 1n
boxes. soup, crackers. cookies aml
fruit cups top the grocery items

Persona) items needed are toilet
paper, facial tissue, toothpaste, lip
balm, sun screen, bandages, Q-Tips
and toothpicks. And believe 1t ot not.
sanitary napkins and
are requested. The sanstary napkins
have come in handy as bandages

And then there's the kind of things
anyone would need to pass away the
hours and make life a httle more
like home: Frisbeos, travel games,
paperback books and magasines
playing cards and stationiry.

“f just wanted to do something.”
satd Parran, who called WIBK-TV 2
to see what could be done to show
support for the troops. “They told
me about Friends of Freedom ™

MEANWIIILE, Darish was feeling
pretty much the same. She called the
Livonia chapter of Friends of Free:
dom and was directed to Parran,
who asked Zynda, a friend and neigh-
bot for help.

“T wanted 10 let the troops know
we're supporting them,” sad Zynda,
one of the 90-300 congregants of

locations

quarters, 28711 Drake Road

& Farmngton City adl: 23000
Liberty

e Farmington Hills Choreh of
L 36500 11 Mile -

& Farmngton 10lls fire stiations
at 35725 Nine Mile, TeH Middie
bell, 21420 Whedter

Ch

ampons. alsa ©

Hack’s church on 11 Mile, bclvmcn
Drake and Halsted

“We have a board with sotdiers’
names. We are writing to them. But
we wanted to do something else.”
Hack said.

With that, the small but dclnr-
mined group went to work. Over the
last two weeks, they've carned the
blessings of the Farmington and
Farmington Hills city councils.
Church of Christ congregants have
decorated — with [flags and soldiers
names and addresses — drop boxes
for

The group has been doing its own
shopping for the effort. Darish was
“bound and determined” to buy as
many AA batteries as she could find,
96

They have contacted companies
and stores 10 the area for help with
cither monetary donations or dona.
tions of boaks and other items

WITHIN TWO weeks or so, the
danations collected by the Farming-
ton-area -chapter will — like other
Friends of Freedom chapters — be
taken to a warehouse in Livonia ta
be packaged for overseas

Farmington Hills resident Judy Parcan (1ight)
wanted to show her support tor U.S, trocops in
the Persian Gull. So she called WUBK-TV 2 for

information, They told her about Friends of
Barbara Darish tell the same way.
And a Farmington-area chapter was lormed.

Freedom.

The church's goal is to have 100
drop boxes around the community.
Parran has written information n.
cluded in a folder that is being dis-
tributed 'to interested resldents and
companies. Thank-you Jetters will be
mailed to contributing companies.

“We want to dn this as personally
as we can,” Parran sald

Prople have given soldiers” names
to the Church of Christ so “blind™
packages without specific names are
not Sent overs lmvrmlmgly the
group has found there aren’t a lot of

give one tube of toothpaste or things
Iike that,” Parran said

Anyone interested n helping or
donating to the Friends of Freedom
effort may call the Church of Christ
during business hours ot leave i
message on the answenag machine,
4775033

Bus law still confusing drivers

A new state law that went into ef-
fect in August, coupled with an ongo-
ing enforcement policy In Fartming-
ton. Hills, is apparently confusing
motorists who don't know when to
slop, of pot ta stop, for'schoeol buses

The impaortant thing, said gt Ray
Cranston, is for dnivers to stop for
red flashing highs as they always
have .

But some dnvers are pot getuny;
the message

“Is is that the hghts are confusing
them, or are they nol being as obser-
vant? [ just don't know,” said Cran-
ston, who heads the traflic secton
tur the mungton  Bills  police

d 46 i

stop

“We're still L\llm;, complaints]
Cranston added

Eghty four dnvers tecessed ok
cls during the 198580 schiol veat
he said

The new state law atiows indisidy
al school districts, of they prefer to
use only flastung yelluw lights on
sote main roatls, allowing traffic to
conttnue by during i hus stup

BUT - MANY  districts, ancluding
Farmmygton, use the flashing yellows
to cation drivers to slow down and
warn them that the bus will be stop
ping within 200 feet For all 2o

They have p s
and issued 23 tiekets for the current
xchoot year to drivers who do aot

Far 3 area stops, they turnon
the traditional red flashing Jahts fo
vach stop, which means dovers are

requirtd e stop

Devers should e aware they
could encounter the yellow flashing
aystettt within the boundaries of
other school districts  The new Law
was designed Lo keep traffie moving
wn thoruughfares
Farnnngton  Hills - police b,
worked with Farnnngton bus dnv
fur the past two years in an cffort (o
enfurce the Taws requining deivers to
<t on red Mlashers

Drivers take the license numbers
ol violators and turn them over to
puhee whe then ssue tickets Cran-
stuty sand the effort has been stepped
up, because state law now allows
them to cept reports via facsimile
machines, which helps them provess
trehets faster.
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po/ice/fire calls

Listed below are-somye of the
CFurmangton-area police e
dents, fire calls and court cuses
reparted during the past week

© BURGLARIES REPORTED

Three burglazies were reported an
Farmington last week, with thieves
netting more than $2,000 in jewelry
and appliances

According to Farmingten Depart:
ment of Public Salety reports, iwo of
the incidents occurred on Tall P’ine
on Feb. 19 sometime during the day
Atone, a man's watch valued at $400
way taken and at the second a TV,

VER and haives vilue \1 at L0
were stolen
A third

cearzed  an
Broadview Feb 21, where a TV and
VCR valued at $600'wrre stolen.

in afl three nckdents. bedteans
were ransacked and doar | jatnbs
were damaged
@ THEFYS REPORTED

A 1991 Jeep Cherokee valued at
$16.000 was reported stolen trom the
Feho Valley Condomniums an 12
Mile, west of Orehard Lake “Hoad,
Feb 18

A stereo D plaver, speakers
roller skates and (1 dises valued at

neident -

$4,000 were peportea stolen Trom o
1991, Mercury Capri at [hamoend
Forest Apartments, 231980 Halsted,
Feb 18-19

A watch valued at $400 was re
ported stolen from the Powerhousre
Gytn, 24385 Halsted, Feb @

® DAMAGE REPORTED

Anancident at Kensington Manor
Affrtments 1n Farmington Feb. 19
caused $50 1n damage to an apart-
ment door jamb In an separate Inci-
dent. the “sliding door o another
Kensington apartment was shot at
and broken with a bh gun Feb 19.20




