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ore, more!
Meetmgs should be on tube

the Far Hills
s heen going great guns
g its Monday evening mecet-

ings live.

Now s time 1o let those cable TV cameras
roll- during the open meetings of the Farmin
ton-areid’s other govermmental bodi

Farmington Hils" council mec -— which
resilents with cable can see by switching to
Channet 18 at 7:30 p.m. Monda; eem Lo have
developed A viewership in the year they've heen

on

That people are passing up commercial fare
tor the lucal city countil comes as no surprise tv
cable TV pcoplv Live-cablecasting of municip
meetings has been a hit virtually everywhere it's
been tried.

“Peaple du wateh,” said Lark Samouclian, ex-
ecentive director of the Southwest Oakland. Cable
Commission. Throughot the United States it is
A very poputar form of community access pro-
pram” .

IN FARMINGTON Hills, cablecasting came
alung st athine when certain conneil members
(yorr know whe you are!) weren't getting along
with each other. There were frequent squabbles
and some very dirty lanndrey was aired in a lotof
Farmington-nrea living rooms.

“Monday Night Live.” as the Hills mectings
are called. w nd sometimes still i) good for a
hoot. if not a civies lesson.

Now thal we have an idea that there are actu-
ally people ont there watching (thus justif;
the $62 a meeting its ensting), let's have
nore of a real good thing.

let's cableeast the Farmington City Council
and the Farmington and Clarenceville bu.ud of
edenation meetings. Fven planning commiss!
meetings should be on cable TV if they're im-
purtant enough,

In many cases, money [o cablecasting is
available throngh the Cable TV tranchise holder.

[T FHE war an the Persian Gull
wnding down, ats tine tor us o pes
examine our views on freedom and

detoeracy
Mot distartang durmg s eonthet wis the
T attude whiel dietated that we shorld he prate
tul tor the npht to speak uur nunds and eritieze
wnr government. bul we shoutd shut up and gn
Al wath whitever the government decdes
T Lavana, ey o or Ron Mardiros <aw it
to Gl far the reassyrment of Bishop Thomis
Gumbleton, longtime peace achivist whe e
v ely wpposes the carvent war
I Barnnogham. an oatra
plamed ta thes gesspaper about
~deserthed Loral tesction fo the W
Diespute the, newspool o
Just about anyting always somix this caller
aovalued remder, thaught at g slapoin the baee at
out fraops o supgest the conntry as not 10 per
cent hehind ther cause )

ol caller
o headlioe
s el
| reaction to

com-
that

FREEDOM IS the lteetse to express dissent-
e opnons, expreendly ones Tihely to oftend the
status aquoe Democraes. il gt gaeans oy tinog
saes that afl the peopie huse an equal s about
the ot e af tineraient pohiey and o repenis
Brlits to ol for fhegt pant of v

Uotur tunatels, the swir-m e Peesan Gult has
maveld some with netable pasaons to attempt
<tithng eprons with wineh they diagree

The atttnde of o teeent goest conmentars
printed i another apei newspaper demionsfrag
thos diopiser (rean those who wash to snutt ont d
The wres patnis the entire foeal Arab

Anereian commumty with, the brosh of ant

Amencassan or taling 1o denaunes o Wl
wBloongiield ni 5 sl

Tovntably ot Naddam Hhssom

~ent

Live of
meetings has been a hit wrtually
everywhere it’s been tried.

ipment is usually no problem, either,
e big bangup seems to be a certain relue-
tamnee vn the part of the city council or board
meinhers . . again, you kaosw who you are.

"The reasons for cablecasting municipal meet-
ings in other parts of what's known as Greater
Farmington are the same as the onee for starting
it Farmington Hills.

We've mentioned them before, We puess they
beap repeating.

OPEN (i()\‘lfll.’\'.\l T tosthe people is
the important thing here. the dnty of public
nls 1o nake il as casy as possible for citis
to governnient.

That means allowing the came
board rooms and council chiambers

*By going on cameri, the councils and boards
would be duing a service to senior citizens, hand-
icapped people and those who eant attend thé
meetiis in person because they're tending small
ehitdren at bome!

The live cablecasts also would heldp cable TV
fulfill s promise to provide subscribers with
important local news and information. 1Us the
old "local acev arpuement

And let's he honest about it Cable TV needs all
the help it can get in this area.

So here's the future cable TV lineup for eivie-
minded  Farmington- crtizen:
Farmington or Farmington Hills co
ever has the heavier agenda, I\u sday. Farming-
tan Sebool Board: Wednes tiape ol whatever
diddn’t get on Monday or Tuesday

Mayhe they conld eun an ofd Tarzan movie on
the tare Monday when the Hills Couneal isn'tm
session,

to roll in the

War cries
Freedom is the right to dissent

ARG pratesters, Lo e sures alse can be
sedt-satistied amd o Bte oo <ure o their own
arreetness Rkl ax yet, we've heard none ot
them demand that suppurters of the war be
proved ot thewr pighit fo express that support

THOSE WO would st diseussion Lhose
who ofler the soasdom that now that s has be
cun we alh Bave a daty to Latl in bine aml sopport
" seem to ik somchiow Hhal beeatse ives
dreon the lue the debite that s essential to de.
mereracy shoulil be sosprended

Quite the cantrary War s the resalt o) diplo
matie Lolure Debiate s sandators belore,
during and arer The pablic exaonnstion ot our
Fstop

attifude that any questiomng o) the
1ol policies insnlts ons aops we s
wans teel passionately, amd carrecty
il anr soldiers mist niser be humiduted o
Beamnied for whit une eleeted Teaders ash them to
docas sy were n the afterath of Victinen
Ent disarecng with o polies g ouonsalt to the
e el women skl et s out thad palicy

[t saldirs can ety bullets and
ey anereeas, thev can Guce e words we dis
e o hiorie

Besides 1tiegre -
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s W Rl
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In e cases thiose aze Larly obvious Waspe
Caunty 1~ facing the potentid Joss ol two €8
Conprossiopal seals due to popubition sy In
autlying apeas ol Dakland County where the gogp
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fop at the Gk land Caonts Depattinent of Comn
ittt Foanomnne D velopinent |
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Engler seeks change
in state government

THE TWO great contrastiag polit-
icul exccutive styles are Richard
Nixon and Ronald Heagan. As Johkn
Engler approaches two months as
Michigan's gavernor, I still can’t tig-
ure out which he's most like!

Nixon; the ultimate insider -
shrewd, clever, calculating
knowledgeable and pragmatic
i rare much abott ideolo)
ta seope out taclical
ohjective, then follow
gardless of political phi-

losophy.
Reagan: knew little about detals

of governance acties  of
maneuver; didn’l care. He did Know
overall philosophy. He delined an
overarching ideelogy and communi-
od it with s0 much power n
defime the arena for subsequent de-
bate

Understanding whether Engler is
mwore ke Nixon or Reagan provides
o Wiy 1o luate the core of & mian
who, te has suceeeded inre-
maniog distant and closed to pubhic

IT'S KASY to argue that Englers
a Nixopan tictician

Englers entire
nating (rom Mi

eer sinee gra-
n State Umver-
ndbox of the
e where the primary role
of survivalas that skill o smancuver
15 more sapottant than substianes or
philosophy.

There lie ganed respect as e ul-
unmate m~nxl T, master of Jegnlas
tve and proceduril detal Hhy core
was adherence to Republican advis:
Lage

Even s conie-from-beting elee-
tun as governor teminds many of
Nuvoo's sivle Engler elearly under-
stond that the anly issue that conld

Understanding
whether Governor

- Engler is more like
Richard Nixon or

"Ronald Reagan
provides a way to
evaluate the core of 8
man who, to date, has
succeeded in
remaining distant and
closed to public gaze.

add cmotional puneh to his superia-
tively orgamzed but passsionl
campaign was high properly ta
And s media blitz over the

N
final
weekend showed a politician who un-

derstood  polling
captahze onat,

A and how 0

TO ARGUE 1 Enpler 15 more

2 1 and Uried Lo do
Hiest days as gavernor
he comsistently has said
govesatent i Loo big, AL
some political damge ta hitnsell, he
bas cut programs  some because
rather than in response
sults. e hay ehitminated offices,
propeses to censolidate  depart-
ments, d off some prople and
thivatens Lo fire more .
cond. he cansistently has saud
property taxes are oo high and
hould be cut He has beld to this po-
sitton n the face of o §1 billon-ples
hudpet deficir He has held it an
the face of entiesm that he pre.
poses o pay for e radical philoso.

phy of state povernment by enttiny,
taxes (or the nch and service. fat
the poor

That 1sn'L the style of the eur
Nixonian Lactician {tas the sty
the Reaganesiue ridical
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'from our readers

Brave troops
need support

To the editor

At a ume whea the men and wom-
vn o our armed forees are faci
their greatest lest, we at hotne are
facing o test as well. Qur test is to
hainlam our unity and resolve, s
our troops are doing in the Perssan
Guif

We di't 1 Saddam Hussein to
take ths country'e tolerapce for
anli-war demonstrators as @ <gnal
he should wiit out our resolve in a
inng and bloody war

U'm outraged the brutal
And I'm’ sad
dencd to see the media gve xo much
“attention to the small hmhlnr of
anti-war protesters who b
inta aclion It seetns that every e
a few protesters pick up their sigos,
the cameras swarm around them,
and ey ead up on the news

Our soldiers b and that they
have a job Lo do amd are going W get
it done. [ fee) 1 have a job to do, too
And at's to stand up s steong sup-
portof vurtreops

[ want them to know that 1 and the
American people are very proud of
thens. We ate all inspired by ther
bravery

1 hope that you'll prinl my letter,
and others ke atan the days ahead

—— @Obseruer
Steve Barnaby s e
Dick laham 4t ocs coye oy

Mark Lewis :o- ¢ ta
Fred Wright .:

Judith Doner Berne 1 - 1 -

More letters —
See Page 15A

Fadttor's uete A
HE @ssess ety in Faroer
and Farmangten 1
i the Jan 15 0her

Thousands of local Ameriean news.
papers are reaching out mer and
women i umform every day Your
newspaper may be ane of them. 1
want the troops T hnow that we hold
them w our thoughts and prayers
cvery day
Honald L. Hlausmann,
Msom{icld

Thanks to
‘no’ voters
b Lhe editor
T Thanks o e "no” voters an the
Last sehool nnllage 1605 & Bo-win sit
uatton There was no mention of the
aszessed vahnation pong up after the
vote
W you were
lave been aware af s
toned st befure the vote
The assensed vidue on this semor's
house went np $3,500 dast weeks So
the sehool board will get more maon
ey anywiy

and o

George Steeleruk,
Farmington
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