1NUrsady, Fobruary 2. 1981 Uak

Tt ok

pomts of view

from our readers

Takmg the heat

Gov Engler an ‘uneasy head’ of state

“Uneasy lies
lwears a crown.”
Shakespeare summed it up 300
years ago through the mouth of Hen-

the head  that

.ry IV, a king who stept poorly be-

cause he was target of a deposition.

As pundits noled after the 1990
clections, people blame governors
for everything, whether they're to
blame or not. Governors are visible.
‘The buck stops there.

Gov. John Engler Is getting 100
percent of the blame for “the cuts.”
So let’s just sort out the budgets.

PLURAL, "BUDGETS.
six going on seven:

There are

1. In -September, the Legislature

adopted and Blanchard signed the
general fund budget.

2. Later Blanchard submitted a
“supplemental” budget of nearly
$600 million, 90 percent of it for so-
cial services. Republicans sald
Blanchard hag a2 bad habit of deing
that to hide the "bad nows.” Anyway,
it was adopted.

3. After the clection, we learned
revenues were fow by a hadf-billion.
Blanchard, then-Sen. Engler and ev-
eryone else agreed to preserve edu-
cation and cut everything else 9.2

ereent.

4 and 5. Engler became gavernor,
discovercd spending was a half-bi)-
Tion out of whack and submitted two

Tim
"« Richard

more budget documents: one making
transfers, the other an executive or-
der with a quarter-billion in cuts.
The transfers actually restored a lot
of ADC welfare and menta) health
spending.  Engler preserved pro-
grams that got federal ald and would
have reduced staff layoffs from
8,000 t0 3,000.

By Ruthle Rott
speciol writer

“A Fine Line In the Sand"
Take 4 step, but do nat fall,
— cross it you shall die,

knees,

— watch the children cry.

Men and women try to help,

— girls and boys just stay alive,
A line so fine between the fates,
~ qur nation will survive.

time now past,

wait and watch the day,

An end  forescen, a  beginning
known,

— a game that children play.

The men prepare  as .o]dur.\‘
should,

-— while bays sit down and ery,
The boys go forth as innocent
pawns,

— but only men shall die.

The scared boys shake and close
their ¢f .
- grab on to the soldiers hand,
For no ene knows what lies be-
yond,

-+ the fine line in the sand.

Approach it close on hands and

The commencement known the

War inspires her verse

The lights now ‘Iunt for night
bas come,

— their eyes are open wide,

The skies full with a bealltant
glow,

~ but how many men have died”
The time has come as we knew it
would, i
~ our nation has arnved

The glowing beams through sontc
waves,

how many have survivid®
Fixated cyes glare ot empty
screens,

-~ voices deliver the day, |

The truth unknown-and misunder-
st

— a game that people play
Morning comes the lights have
Rone,

— for now we take a stund,
The lights have ceased tlll
We Cross,
~ the fine line n the sand

The night arrives and onee agmn,
— lights fall from the <ky.

The target changed. an innocent
friend,

— now the people cry

Stand alone, with defense

- please don't raise your hand,
The world now torn, by an unscen
card,

- reshuffle the deck in the sand.
Please don't fight the people ery,
- continue if you must,

The hombshell deep. the people
shuke,

places left in dust.
The  sonic | waves
sereens,

transmst throughont the mght.
The shuteut  world, deaf to
screams., .

which n.mnm now will tmm"

and  empty

:\n(. 50 1L goes, the peace -has

Ko apart the land.
Changed so { nd blown a
Jus a gramn of sand

Ruthie Rott, who celebrated
Ler 17th irthday Mondap s a
Jumior ut Nerth Farmingion
Hgh  Schonl  “She usually
vrpresses herself o ourniting
whan s omoved abaut some.
thaneg” wf her mother, Caral
Ry
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Understand this: Engler’s budgels

never became law because Demo-

crats on the House Appropriations
Camnmittee rejected them,

6. Budget No. 3 (supra) goes in ef-
fect. Politically, it now becomes the
House Democratic hudgel -~ with
Engler administering it

7. This revision of No. 6 is to be o
compromise and is going through the
Legislature now.

WHO GETS the blame for every-
thing bad? Engler, of course. He
asked for the job, didn't he?

Engler is taking the heat for a lot
of ADC cuts he never advocaled

On this page, Engler recently took
heat for cufting all 125,000 general
assistapce grants, including those af-
fecting children. A bum rap. His
budget would have cut 90,000 adults
off GA but retained grants for house-
holds with children. The crown 13
blamed for what never occurred and
what it never advocated.

The arts thing is an awful me
Engler's plan to “zero out™ evel
thing that hadn't been spent ( )
wis rejected. Meanwhile, the state
prudently pul a freeze on arts grants
until Na 7 is passed

The biggest single hine itern 1 the
arts area 1s the Detroit Insttute uf
Arts (DIA) Engler was pilloricd by
bm—uu paper and his own musl
arts tastes examined vis an ip-
w with lus ex-wife

15 a department of Detront dity gov
vrament, its director a mavoral ap-
pointment and its budget the respon-

sibility of the mayor and council un-
der the Detropt ity charter.

Fault the rest of Engler's arts
budget. if you will, but at's paten
unfair to gore him over the DIA T,
city of Detrant abandoned both the
DIA and the Detrost Symphony years
ago 10 faver of having the largest po-
liee torce per capita in the natinn

In \k‘nklnﬂ to cut GA and job train.

. Engler was cutting Demicrati
ns In proposing to climur.
the arts. potk barrel, however
Rovernor s e 1 has Cranbrook
area Republican constitueney  He
could be & onc-lerm governor

King Henry IV never was depaned,
but he died. worn out, at 47 Uneiss
lies the head that wears a crown

trnr Richard reports on the lo.
cal mplications of state und re-
gronal erents

-

the

t everyone forgot 1s that DIA .

——— ——

About the
snow flap

To the editor

The snow-removal flap 15 not
about safety It concerns an order
Lo appear in court or be arrested.

The erime a half ;nch of spow,
which had never been eonsidered
dangerous before The court date
Martin Luther King day

The criminals appeared  The
court didn't The ‘court steps can-
tamned a half ineh of snow.
the eity vwned side of Grand Rav-
er

The protest 1n about & louse
cannon that suddenly gones off lihe
Fearlens Fosdiek, shouting re
sponsible citizens whale leohing
for caaminaly

Hank Borgman,
Farmington

Incineration

“Campaign

inappropriate

Tuthe editor
Thave been, and continge 1 be,
trbed by the actions
als. must par-
comnussion-
5 noseeret that they have
«n i plan to handle our
bosold waste and. that
nancludes snneinerator
ng of many of us that
tor will costous dear-
dollars and 1o health
ot efforty

Augeat. Baberr It lh T Job to
cnavitee Us that we really do ap-
prove of thix plan. including the
cost of convine-

s taxpayers

th
Tternate

1 FIND THP, Lounty s mythods
2 bewt Do ¥0U KROw

Yarve adviaed the munic:
of vur county, vix the
August, Baker firm, of
i which they should hind-

Stane,

ln Rl

er/thwart public comment on this.
issue? 1 have been victim of this
policy and so I speak with first-
hand knowledge.

The county commissioners:
have been adamant in their refus-
al to listen atteptively to the peo-
ple who will live with the deci-
s1uns they are making in their be-
half

1t has been my experience that
the people of Ouaklund County
huve been quite capable of con-
trolling the directien: of their
115 of making the decisions -
wvolved in providing them with the
quality of hfc they desire, and
that they conuinue to possess the
quahhcations  and inleileet  to
eontinue to do so The comrmis-
siners need not decide for them
whether they want 16 spend ap-
proximately $450,000,000 on an
wmeinerator that 1 sl probability
will mnerease the cost of thetr
monthly trash disposal as well as
jeapardize their property vilues
and most certanly their health

I ASK THE county now to free
the lnes of communication ~ Lo
tedl your plan to the cities. town.
stps. and wvillages of Ouskland
Cuunty and to give us equal ime
to present what we have learncd
[rom the expeniences of other eit-
Jes. lownships. and villages 1n our
country as well as 1n Europe

Then tet the munieipalities vote
whether of not they want to be-
come a part of that plan as 1t
ds Funding should. of course.
be provided by voter approved
bonds

This 15 u decision that will af-
feet all of the people of Oakland
County  All ol the people should
to all of.the informa- *
te and not only to that
previded by the county and the
county  hired  public  relations,
COMMURICaLoNS, strategy firm

And 1 say hevray to the com-
¢ not blindly fol-
cpling the county’s
'mw asktng

¢ heers o vou!
ns K. Uhiar

Rochester Tillls

Member of HOPE

felp Oakland Protect

the Environment
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