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EDFQRD TOWNSHIP
photographer William P,
Thayer creates black and
white, hand-colored
images of landscapes and
architecture that Instilt a sense of
tranquility in the viewer.

From the quiet ruins of an
English abbey to the simple
architectural space of a doarway in

'a sercne Shaker community,
Thayer uses lnes, torms, balance,
and contrasting lights, shadows and
geometric shapes to draw an
individual into the striking
compositions.

“I'm a frustrated painter,” sald
William Thayer at'hls Plymouth
buslness, Salone International. "t
used to work in oils, and pen and
ink. Pen and ink, I think that’s
where 1 got started warking In
black and white.”

Thayer jokingly refers to ““a mid-
life erisis” as being the calalyst
that projected him tnto the world
of photography.

“About six or seven years to
create his serene, calming
photographs, Thayer shoots black
and white, infrared film, prints the
images on matte paper, then hand-
colors the work using “transparent
ofls that they used to use for
portraits.”

INFRARED FILM is sensitive to
visible light and 10 red beyond the
visible spectrum Into the tnvisible
- infrared.

Being hieat sensitive as well, with
infrared film it is possible to
photograph scemingly invisible
objects by the “light" of the heat
they give off. :

A silhouetied, rocky-mountain at
sunsct becomes an ethereal, almost
impressianistic painting with -
meountaintop aglow, when Thayer
used infrared film for a southwest
photograph. - .

Thayer sald, “because it's
unpredictabl :

‘Thayer said he uses “the whole
month of October just for
shooting.” Octaber 1990 brought
Thayer 1o the ancient landscapes of
Greece.

“1 shot probably 60
in Greece,” Thayer sai
maybe four or five images
use.”

Thayer's “Water Pot™ was shot
in a Grecian “town built on the rim
of a voleano.” The water pols cateh
rain watcr for household

ANCIENT STONE stairs lead

lone, hand-

colored object: a clay pot in
natural shades of brown. A play of
shadows and lights, in gra;
whites, create triangular sha
that please the eye. Geometric
lines predominating the scene
provide contrast to the curved hines

(

olls of film
d. Tl find
hat Il -

ina negative,
d, “if T ean get the same
ng (T had) when T was there,
ne feeling that came over
me.
The tnystery of anolher land, in
another time coupled with the
quietness of e Greeian
architecture, dominate
Pot
“Tha Stap Sign and The Cact

Lensman ca

* barel

i

William Thayer photographed this doorway in
Shaker community in 1986. “It has o mystery,

a Kentucky
or quietness,

about il. 1 always shoot open doors. Even if the door is

closed, | have to open il.”
an unplanned Thayer image of a

“IUs fun to wark with Infrared,” - »=~%outhwest landscape and a stap

$ign, creates an environmental
statement, a warning (o stop
destroying the carth,

An unplanned image, It was
‘Thayer's son who urged him to
print the photo, which took first
place in photography at the
Coconut Grove Art Fair in Florida,
one of the largest att fairs in the
country.

The photo, shot in the southwest
alsunset, shouts an ecrie warning,
“The cactus is back Hit and it sort
of glows.” Thayer said.

A burst of light surrounds the
stup sign, drawing the eye 10 the
hle lettering, STOI.

°T matter
1.ex from landscapesto
ut Thayer said “It's
y a1 clur

*1 did quile a bi
Shaker community,
“1 ha

B ol
of a Shaker spiral stawrcase .
caplures your eye it the boltom of
the image. The curves are so
strong that they pull the viewer
I aking s

straight lin

contrast the curves of the winding
L creating interest and a

strang sense of design.

xhibits his photographs

ri fairs throughout the United

it’s unpredictable.’

‘It’s fun to work with infrared because

— Williarn Thayer
photographer

WHItE phator

States at a hectie pace of 25 falrs
during spring, swmmer and fall
“I'really enjoy the art fair, the
feedback you get from people
coming Into the booth,” Thayer
said. “People will say it's kind of
tranquil, or it's peaceful.
Sometimes they'll say, it's moody.”
Viewing Thayer's images, you
are overcome with peacefulness, a
“sense-of calm that invites you into

* the world, his photographs create.
“1

lw hoot open doors,
1f the door s clnsed.
Thave to upen it

sts peaceful images in infrared

A1 work in his studio at home. photographer give the black and white. infrared photo-
William Thayer hand colors a print of Indian

Clitt dwellings. He uses transparent oils to

e

graphs a hint of color,

TheSlop sign shiol or sunser—

William Thayer considers this
phatagraph, “The'stpp sign
and the cactus.” s
environmental statement.

s backht and it sort of
glows," he said.

Statf photos

by
Bili Brester

Landmarks shed perspective

AN INFORMAL drive around Ob-
serverland wened up these nstorical
tidhits

® “In 1987 s i Michigan sesqm-
centennial proy Coopet feachers
aml atulents reseiarehed the sehool's
istory and dicovered sts pioneer
namesiahen

Ko says o state historie marker
sutside Conper Sehuol an Ann Arhor
Traal, near Inkster Road, i West
fam}

The anginal Cooper Schonf was
built betseen 1836 and 1831 an
farm owned by Gatbert Conper nea
tnday’s Ann Arhe
bell. The Coupers w
Township proneers who tan a sawm-
ot the Row

Cooper Sehont hee
No tafl Nankin and

ame Fractional
Lvoma o |84

1o 1865, the distriet built o one
roomn schoolbionse on Land - eased
fram the Cooper's son, Loren 1t s
replaced an 1935 with a three-roons
brick bnlding

Over the years, the sehoot expand
e to 1T rontus Livenng schools an.
nexed atan 1967

Vonew school was built o 1466
“Ity thes e, Cooper School's o1y
g and the Cooper Gy hid bue

forgotten.” aearding to the histori
tmarher

The  amtitions (987 researel
project. of vourse, helped resurpeet

and preserve the role both the sehoal
and the fannly played in docal husta
ry

® Dr Frehtel Webb was Farme
mptan’s first postiester in 1826 Fas
log house. since retmadeled, sl

' s carniten B O
stetesteeeti pust uotth of Grand i
et ibetroit Road,

Thin e serve
e, physieran’s office and as o 1ea
deace for the doctor,” reads o aiy
hr-terie marher an the front Lwn

Uader the sufing at the hack of the
e, Togs still can be seen Webh
had been a friend of Farmimyton
founder Arthur Poser i Ontarn
Coupty, N Y

1w post off-

Wt o oL u

bt St s
b WY

o
Honoes o Farmog:

[INTE
I
ten
Wo by Cothipen ot
ter e i poos
abut

[HINTUNES

ot F
iy

D Wbt wonid deliner e man
i st caing B g
s an
e demuanding

The cominy of the ju
Gty hanged e vomnmmt’s
nagne fronn Quaket Fawn te Farm

WAl e e
o hoprov ‘

Pl

Son Rt v caneents i

S ont Beunedation of
(AR TR SN NS ETHHY

P boarr clates o

Vrat 8
e b torne ket ot Wkt e
aed Mad tebelt

enterprise
ey tarnung o dedin
ILCtvansety sperations
whiodied s 1948 held sev
calvivetive oftiees

® A\t
Chers Hill
Tosntip

2 haehdrop at
ol i Can
Chetry P Hilk

Aethiadint

ruter Mar Swiftoa et
Qs white settio:

o RICCI NI T N S
T L i Thds
(Lo e ent el [EETETR)

TR Salae

BT A T S

T e ey




