County judge
‘surprised” at
winning post

By Darroll Prossloy
stat writer

The key to winning an clection
may be - don't campaign.

Hida Gage, an Oakland County
Circuit Court judge, didn’t run for
chairperson of the Michigan Judicial
Tepure Commission. - and  was
shocked when her colleagues elected
her to the position in January.

Gage, 51, of Bloornfield Towaship,
i st woman to chair the com-

“It indeed was a surprise,”” Gage
J llldn'i consider myself a can-

There were 1wo other people who
were running and 1 thought one of
them wauld win, she said. Ins¢cad,
(..l;,u who has scrved on the com.
mission since 1986, was elected to a
two-year term.
'l'lm Judicial Ty
regeives and investigates complaints
aguinst state judges. Complaints can
be filed from litigants, attorneys,
wilnesses, “or prisoners who ha
nothing to do,” Gage said.

There are five judges, two lawyel
and 1w kay persons on the commis-
sion - two of the members are woin-
en.

GAGE SAID she does not plan on
making any ‘changes. "My predeces.
sors before me did a a line job. The
commission 15 almost running -
self,” she said.

Since the cammission was formed
m 1968, it has reviewed 5125
grievanees agatnst judicial officers,
according to the commission’s 1989
annuaal report

Though the numbers are high, a
fair number of gricvances are per-
sonal complaints, or-somcone want-
ing their sentenced. reduced, Gage
said
“Very h-w ruqulr(' some interven-

aid,

twon,” she

A urcuxl vourt Jud;‘(- since 1978,
f she came into the law pro-
ata nme when there weren't
many women in the profession. To-
day there are more women i the
ticld, the Judge said

Though she doesn't consider her-
self a role model, Gage said she
wouldn’t mind being considered one.

“I've seen a lot of women coming
inlo the legal profession. And if I can
be a role model, that’s fine,”

Gage

BEING TIE FIRST woman to
head an organization iso’t new to
Gage. 1n 1986, :hl‘ was the first
woman to chiir the National Confer-
ence of State Tral Judges of the
Amencan Bar Association.

That same year she also became
the Dirst woman president ol the

snure Commission

Judge Hilda Gage

Association of Women Judges.

With her experience and personal-
ay, Gage will do well as ehairperson,
id foseph Regnier, executive di-
rector of the commission

“She is a ternfic persan dnd 1
know she’ll do an excellent job,”
Regnier sad
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Oakland summlt

Communities discuss solvmg Common probiemq

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Vision 2010, last week's conler.
ence designed to help’ Oakland
cammunities begin dealing with ur-
ban sprawl and other mutbal prob-
lems, was an amportant beginning,
according o some of the mayors
anid other ¢ty officials who attend-
od

But at teast one mayor ‘said it
was "off to a slow sta consider-
ing the number and magnitude of
problems the county may encoun.
te it nears the 21st Century
wingten Hills Mayar  Alde
Vagnozzi, for example, sad the
meetng Thursday was import-
ant first step.” He expressed mis.
givings, however, because officials
dn! not {oeus un anything c:munu

“like roads or congestion.

" ¢ facing a lot of prohlems.”

"And while this mecting
wis very worthwhile, I'd ke to see
us begin working on something

Counly commissioner Joha 1ap.
pageorge, R-Troy, 5a1d he'd like to
see gavernnients begin working on
some kind of incentive program
that would encourage bumitders to
redeyelop older communibies.

“Governments  might want to
consider changing their policies to
reward  developers” for  putling
shopping eenlers or subdhivision in
older rommunties, instead of ex-
tending  them  into rural  are.

TRATOR Roubert Bl
W ure o suct et
kU I lengers
welop the b o
needed to wnrd
)

‘We're facing a lot of problems. And
while this meeting was very
worthwhile, I'd like to see us begin
‘working on something.’
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LAST DAYSIIO SAVE ON
ALL KARASTAN AND
BIGELOW CARPET

MITHTgan Jildj{es ASsoctation
Gage, a graduate of the Univer:

" of Michigan and Wayne State U
sersity Law Schoolo s a member of
e dudienl Confefence of the State
Har of Michgan and the National

Agency OK's
improvements
for county

Plans for highway expansion and
reaovatinn of « bus termmal sn Quh-
wand County recaved  routine
proval Foiday by the Southe
Michigin Council of Guvernmen

Approval by SEMCOG. a se
county regronal planning agency,
e ¢ for the projects Lo rec
federal funds. Donald Jemsen, O3
tand County commissi
mingham, chaurs SEMCOG™S teans.
partation advisory rouncil

SMART. the three-county subur-
n bus apgency. revewed the go-
«d fur o sealed-down rehabihita:
tea of s Reyal Oak termmal
Plyoned as o $35 million job, the
new cost will be §1 4 million, wath
$1 1 mulion conung from the federal
-suserment and $287,000 from state
transportation funds

MGHWAY . projects
western suburbs miclude

o Hesorfacing and g iew crosso-
ver for M-102 and 1.696 10 Farming:
HE 1 nearly $5 mulhon, more
than 75 pereent tederad funding

e Lighung at the 1.696-Orcharsd
foke road asterchange i Farmng:
tan Hlls - $240.000, nearly 80 por
it federal

® New entr.

affecting

o Patips at 175
and (he entrance to the Oaklind
Technology Craler 1w Aubuen Hills

$7 2 tmillon, €4 pereent state

® nterchange reconstrueton of
E70at M a8, Pustiae, with collection
ind distobution Foads and weave
Ianes $7 3 nullinn, 90 percent fed
eral

® Heconstruction af 175 for 46
rmies belween Sibley and Goddard
rody an Sauthgate md Taylor 0
sonthwestern Waype County — $15 3
willion, nearly 90 pereent federal

® Interchange reconstruction at
19 aml Reck road in Novi about
$225.000, 90 percent fvderal
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