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Carol Lee finds the New Generation Builders Council infarmative.
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Network

'New generatloln of builders
band together to learn ropes

8y Doug Funke
stalf wnter

You can learn things the hard way
through 1r1a) and error. Or yiu can
learn the ¢, ¢ through the expes
riences of othe:

The New  Generation  Huilders
Council, with an emphasis on (he
second appraach. ts a foosely orga-
nized network organized last year by
the Builders  Association  of
Southeastern Michigan for hlnpll
new ta the busine:

They could be builders. developers
or supphiers. They may have no fatn.
iy ties to the business or close fanu-
Iy associations hut not mivch person-
al involvemnent

Those who think they might be in-
terested in the bunlding industry arc
weleome. So are seasoned vetesitis

“We try to provide 2 more infor-
mal forum to leaen nuts and bolts of
building,” said Nancy Honzdeo, a
Plymouth building exeeutive in her
mid-30s and co- charrwomian of the
counci}

“We kind of draw a group of peo-
ple who (n some ways wouldn't be
comfortable attending
meelings of the association,” said
John Bollan Jr. 37, a Troy builder
and co-chairaan of the couneil

Carey eters, a stall member for
the BASM. helped start the councei]

LOT OF unr people are ready
for ectirement o e next few
years,” she s, “We uced an inhl-
tration of younger people W heep the
ociation going

We find @ 1ol of younger builders

have done hield work or were i
an nmm- doing book work.” Peters
“They don’t know what cuslom.

rie general:

ers needs and wints are, pewest
teehnology, how o supervise subs
That's m!unmuun they're I(mkln;'
for now

The counctl convenes for -break.
fast about eyght Gme year
biggest crowds so far came to lmm
about plywond .md Xatehen and bath
fixtures

“We try to have one or two meet-
ngs o vear we call round tables.
Bollan siud "Iy a cross exe hange uf
sdeas, Beughts, questions bnlders
frght have wha tmay not feel com.
fortable addressing o l.uwr Kroup
who knows who'th

LSame thard-pen builders
Dhe Rollan, ang sceond- -genvration
bullders, ke Ronadeo, grow up in
e busipess

But there's alwavs sumething to
learn. Bonadeo man

“Perhiaps 10s a disdamn from work
«rs an the job you bemng related ta
the boss” she siod Ul jeaunc)
would provide & sharing of common
experiences, ad how one person
handled e

Gregory Hensan, 32
cration bulder

"It been a prety far exchange
about what's BHng on. who's «d
what, how sales and tradlic are
salit uf the sesony “That's pretty
viduable formation 1n our hust
ness ™ .

Then there are the new builders
Iike Caral Lee, 26, 0f Livoma She
found Tttle fulhillmeat i inside sales
work amd as o real estate agent

Her father, Alex Fednigo, had
buslt o few jndustral bunldings as'a
peesanal sideline mvestment kand of
tung, but wasn't even a heensed
bulider

a third-gens

THE TWO huilt
then afterwards, obtained licenses

& house for Lee.

She siee dus estabbnhied her own
bulling company. Five Star Con-
struetion, aamd biss batlt several more
hotses

Lt finds the couneil informative
T basically going there because
s hited with penple who know
whil's going op” she sad  “1'm
there to listen You're an a room with
preople who do this every day

UItwas stoetly a tearn by mistahe
Wi L sid of her imtial by
g experienee Cln this business,
ms st money sy vau leatn
Guie

Sunple thangs that tght not decur
tea novice ke getting trades people
On st at the cght Gme can make all
the difference i the world, she sud

Rabert Hall, munager of the buijd-
ers sales e for Erb Lumber of
Birmangham, by attended several
merniags R -

TCogives asy w chanee to
ahout blders' business. meet cus.
totners amd b gaves us
rum s well” he sag ¢ H
W know an ths business Gettang the
word eut 1s extremely important to
us

Lo s she s attaced by the will
mgness of wiher biglders o share 13-
formation

CThat Wil make the mdustry
stronger brng @ commundy spirgt
o the andustey @t better
i the feny; rin,
U may ot slays wa ant o sk
WLethun questinn an front of vour
catnpetition.” Bellan sand. “but ev
coyone s uaually pretty open

There s & centain camacadene
when von et together,” Benann saad
A ol of jeo re lookig aver
the " shoulder. Thit never bothered
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