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Capitalizing on education

By Casoy Hans
atalt writer

} OV, JOHN ENGLER got one.
So did Rep. James
O'Neill, Sen. Dan Degrow

K and aumerous other Lans-
ing legislators, as a Farmington-
area parent group got tough Wednes-
day and took their case for school
finance reform to the state capitol,
They carried with them sets of
pelitions listing the signatures of
$.000 people upset with state school
funding cuts.
- Though most legislators told them
that districts like Farmington will
likely face more cuts (his year, the
group’s three organizers sald they
are still determined to have a volce
lh any finance changes,

< DEBBIE LUKASIAK, Kerry Kelly
ind Jan Bennett are Gill Elementa-
ry parents, but speak for others as
affiltates, of the Coalition of Micht-
gan Parents, a group of parents rep-
resenting out-of-formula schoo! dis-

Lrivts.

“They need to see how much
they've hurt us,” Lukasiak said. “Our
government is going to have to put
education on top of the priority list.

T Our purpose is nol to just recoup
vur losses, we're looking for a solu-
tion to the big pictore. We'd like leg-

. astators to do their homework on
the

. The  culmination of several

months' work by the group ended In

the petition delivery Wednesday. The
group began
last fall, promplcd by the lass of $5.8
million to Farmington Public

Schools, the district hit hardest In
state cutbacks last summer when
11th-hour was passed.

On Feb. 5, the distriet was turned
down when it approached veters to

: . DANIEL Llnmnmnunholoommw

~Slalo Rep. James O'Neill, D-Saginaw, who chairs the House
-Appropnahons Subcommittee for school aid and edu:almn
‘talks with the Farmi parents, p i to get lved in
.communily mectings in Oakland County on cducation reform.
1in fronl of O'Neill are copies of it with 5,000 si.
carried to Lansing by the Farminglen coatingent.
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Debbie Lukasiak (left), Kerry Kelly and Jan
Bennett talk with state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-
Farmington Hills, who voted against the state
funding cuts last summer. He encouraged the

group to start

replace the lost money- with local
property taxes, “Because we lost the
millage, this is a really good time for
parents 1o see that somebody’s doing
something,” Bennett said

THE GROUP scheduled mectings
with legislators who sit on’ comimit-
tees or subcomaiittees instrumental
In debating and passing legislation
affecting schools. Most told the par-
ents that Farmington and other dis-
tricts will see more cuts come July 1

. — something Farmington schoo) su-

perintendent Michael Flﬂnngan has
predicted since Jast summer's cuts.

“We have a horrible equity prob-
lem.” Sen. John Schwartz, K-Battle
Creck, who sits on the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommitice for school
ald, told the parents. “As a practical
matter, you're going to get hit again
with recapture in '91-'92."

DeGrow, a Republican from i*ort
Huren who chairs the same commit-
tee, sald he believes Engler and the
legistature will make cducation a
priority. But the only viabie option
for changing school financing, he
said, is a 13x-base sharing approach
which would likely involve capturing
increases in commercial property
tax assessments to redistribute for
education.

DeGrow said other aptions, Ji
sales 1ax increase, jusl won't be
cepted by the public.

SAGINAW DEMOCRAT O'Neill
who chairs the same subcommitice
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Parents take school flnance Complaihts to Lansing
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DANIEL LIPPIS /3tall znotogeapher
a statewide pelition drive to

amend the Constitution so lhat no more money
can be taken trom local schools.

for the House, told the parents he
empathized but reed  with™ De-
Grow, and said the legislature must
“do something fist before the courts
do.

“There will probubly be an at-
templ to ook, at (school emplnyce)
retirement” which is ntaw paid by the
state, he said. “We'll probably take a
it And there will probably
be more recapture.”
arents said t sharing
pture represent evits for
on and other vot-of-formu-
la districts which et most of their
money from local property taxes.

“What do you want (o du unul
\Umwl[ ar drown™ itsked Sen J
axon, D-Farmington Hills, uhu 1|.A\
oppased the »recapture which
has hurt sehoals i the distriet, Fax-
oa advocates a Constitutional
amendment that would forhid the
state from taking any more money.
He suggested the residenls make
their petition drive statewide, and
legal,

“Glving these (pelitions) o me is
tike helping the Pope hecume Catho-
lie.” he said.

THE PARENT group stressed it
does not want to ignore the needs of
m-formula districts. which rely on
state funding for (he bulk of their

money. “We do not ignote, or lake
lightly, the in-formula - sehools®
needs,” they sait o prepared
statement
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made by March 13. Call the asses-
sor’s office for an appointment,
473-0584.

1IF NECESSARY, board of re-
view dates can be extended to ac-
commodate property owners'
appeals. In 1990, the board heard
1,400 appeals. chrylhlnu in my
guts-indicates 1 shouldn't have that
many this year,” Babb said.

" Babb encourages appeals by let.
ter. A “'good letter” appeal, for ex-
ampl
house and the assessment is more
than what was paid. “They can
write a leiter and send a copy of
the deed,” Babbsald.

Property awacrs who plan te ap-
peal assessments based on hard-

-ship should call the assessor’s off-
ice for a hardshlp form.

Commerclal properly -assess-
ments have increased an ayerage 2
percent and industrlal an average 3
percent. In 1990, both types of
property increased an average 3
pereent,

Hills assessment
notices hit homes

s if someone just bought a

For assessment purposes, Babb
used a 24-month study of sales,
* which Includes the last nine months
of 1988, all of 1989 and the flrst
three months of 1990, Babb sald he
. also paid attention to the housing
sales market, which has slowed
dow

“Assessments take time (o catch
up to the market. We do that to
protect homeowners in high-lnfla-
tion times,” he added.

Houses are on the market longer
but prices are pretty much higher
than they were before. In the
$100,000-$160,000 market, prices
are sti)] going up.. The same goes
for houses in the $40,000-380,000
range.. But prices of houses In the
mare (han $300,000 range “are flat
at best,” Babb sald,

The assessment process deter-
mines the true cash value of prop-
erty for the purpose of calculating
property taxes. City,” school and
county tax rates arc levied agalnst
the assessed value of property. An
assessment is generally 50 percent
of the “usual selling prlcc" of a
house.

2 guilty of
killing
teacher
Continued from Puﬂo 1

Johnsen's defense atlorney, Maria
Mannarino, contended prosecutors
and police were pressured to solve
the case because Poux was a good
friend of Wayne County assistant
cutor George Ward.

“There are certain pressures felt
by police,” she added.

Hicheal Y. Hadelny, O
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