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MOVING PICTURES

Val Kilmer stars a Jim Morrison in"
his rock group and the turbulent '60s.

- Stone’s fond ‘memories’

“The Doors,” the story of musician/poet Morrison,

miss the mark in ‘Doors’

This week's big debut may not be
the film for everyone's taste. But
dim Morrison fans and devotees of

- The Doors will flock Joyously to |

Oliver Stone’s attempt” to glorify
what many consider o be the worst
clements of the ‘60s, . .

Besldes the pros and cons about
this particular style of rock'n'roll
music, the fitm turns out 10 be a
pretty medlocre motion picture. The

talent Stone exhib

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

Grading the movies

in “Platoon” ‘and “Born on the
Fourth of July. is missing in “The
DNoars” (C, R, 135 minutes),

The affection Oliver Stone has for
his.youth is understandahle. Youth is -

Top marks - sufe o please l

onal but still enfoyable when, well:
told survival on a South Seas istand
story begins,
Al 10ld. “Shipwrecked” Is Jots of
n.

fun.

Anolher light-hearted and cnjoy-
able tittle jelly-bean, former De-
troiler  Robert Shaye's “Book of
Luve™ (B, PG-13, 90 micutes) s a

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Fernand Leger’s ‘Ballet.
gets an accompaniment

By John Monaghan
speclal wrlior

Contrasting images [ill the sereen
in rapid succession, A straw boater
is followed by a swinging pendulum,
spinning saucepans and a girl on‘a
swing. A washerwoman i5' scen
mauntlng a flight of stairs agaln and
again, )

For audiences in 1924, arlist Fer-
nand Leger's - “Ballet Mecanlque"
was something fresh and experimen-

tal — if downright confusing.

For avant-garde camposer George
Anthell, it was pure inspiration, His
resulling score for the film — a mas-
sive’ conglomeration of drums, syl
chronized player pianos, tam-tams,
alrplane propellers and sirens — has
been performed only a handful of
times since its premicre in 1926.

This Saturday, the University of
Michigan Percussion Ensemble will
perform live. Anthell’s witty score
with a top-notch print of “Ballet Me-

"SCREEN SCENE

canique.” Mauricio Kagel's “Ludwig
Van™ (1969) rounds out the unusual
double bill at the Michigan Theatre
inAnp Arbor. .

FRENCIT ARTIST Fernand Leger |
became famous for his Cubist depic.
tions of eity life. Fle was so fascinat.
ed by the thriving (ilm medium that
he threatened to glve up painting
and devote his life to making move
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DETROIT FILM SOCIETY, De-
troit Public Library, 5200 Woodwurd
Ave., Detroit. Call 833-4048 for in-
formation, ($25 series membership,
$4 individual) - .

Back stage —~ “Stage Door Can.
teen” (USA ~ 1943) and “Kiss Me
Kate™ (USA — 1953} i the double
bill, starting at 7 p.m., March 8-,

“Stage Door" is a lively wartime
musical about stage stars entertain-
fng the men In uniform. With bits by
Katharine Hepburn, Harpo Marx,
Benny Goodman and Count Basle.

“Kiss Me Kate" was originally
filmed in 3-D, but even n-2-D; Cole
Porter’s catehy score still Jumps out

* at you. Kathertne Grayson and How-
.ard Keel fight both on and off stage

while .performing Shakespeare's

"T:iming of v(h-.- Shrew,™ while Ann )
Miller cooks up a scorching rendition
of “Too Darn Hot."

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detrolt. Call 832-
2730 for information. (§5) ’

“Taxi Blues” (USSR/France —
1980), 7 and 9:30 p.m. March 8-9 and
4 and-7 pan. Mareh 10..One of the
most controverstal Soviel films in
years is this unrelenting story of a
Moscow taxl driver and an alcohnlic
Jewish rﬂusiclan.(ss/audimnum)

“Duke Is Tops™ (USA — 1938), 1
p.m. March 7-10. A very young Lena
Horne.and boyfriend Ralph Cooper
part. ways to find their fortunes.
She’s a torch singer and he's o pitch-
man for a traveling medicine show,

'VIDEO VIEWING

Re-released later as “Bronze Ve.
nus,” shown heee as part of i tribute
to ladependent fitms originafly made
for black audiences. (§2.50/recital
hally

BETROIT “SCIENCE CENTER,
5020 John R, Detroit. Cahl 577-8400
for informatlon. ($5 museurn admis-
sion includes ‘ticket, $2-81 children
under 12)

“To the Limit" (USA. —
through April. The la
spectacula

t

1990),
est Omnimax
mazing ath- i}
an anlysis of how 4
nd blood meet the chal-
lenge. Not intended for prople with
cluustrophobia, the movie hecomes a

Plonse turn to Pago 4

"

traditional, pleasantly ic look
atadolescence in the '50s,- - ¢

- Jack Twiller (Chris Young) and his
friend Crutch Kane (Keith Coogan)

By Dan Groenborg
special writer

stand oht as sof ¢ nerds at the
tocal high' school. Their trials and

Close behind - excellent
StiftIn running for top honors

the time when our fondest
occur. Of course, we have good
memories of the old days because we
were young and i

hope. Hope fades and memories be-
come fonder. .
Stone's memories. — and his at-
tempt to glorify the best of adoles-
cent rebellion speaking out against

all that is wrong in life — unfor- .

tunately centers on an uripleasant,
disturbed Individual,-Jim Morrison
(Val Kitmer).

Doors were successful, it's hard. to
maintain ifiterest In Morrison's sexu-

al pl 2
tn booze and
failure to enjoy success. The obscure
explanations revolving around Na-
vaho tribal customs doesn’t help.

THAT'S PARTICULARLY true
after the first hour or sv when the
sequences, however exotically photo.
graphed and imaginatively enhanced
with special effects, tend to begin
looking like something we've just
seen.

Rock'n'roll and Doors fans may

A-
B+ Pretty good stulf, not perfect .
and had B | Goad
B- | Goodbut notabie deficiencies
C+| Justa cutabove avorage
C | Mediocre ]
C- | Notso hatand sipping fast
D+ The very best of the poor sluft
Despite the fact that he and The D [ Poor
O- | #tdoesn't get much worse
hls p; y Lo excess,
drugs and his consistent F | Truly awtut
Z | Reserved for the colossally bad
* | Noadvanced screening

[t turns out that Merrick's an im-
poster and, alter Captain ‘Madsen
(Kjell Stormocen) dies and a hurri.
cane wreeks the ship, the conventi-

tribula finally wind down at
helr senior prom.

1t’s a fairly basic plot but it works,
The hoys have some other fricnds
and . there's the traditional . kid
brother, Peanuts (Aeryk Egan), and,
shhhhh, don't tell, girls,

THAT LAST category Includes
Lily (Josie Bissett), Gina Gabooch
{Tricla Leigh Fisher) whose brother
Angelo (John Cameron Mitchell) is
the local bully, ‘and Wanda (Eliza-
beth Rainey).

Nothing super-significant occurs
but this story -of the age-old prob-
lems of growing up arce told in a
bright and humorous way. Nothing
serivus but plenty of fun,

“My Heroes llave Atways: Been
Cowboys™ (PG) has an all-star cast
looking at the new:west. A cantem-
porary rodeo-rider, . D. Dalton
(Scott Glenn), is injured and must re-
turan home to face the problems of
growing up that he has so long avoid-
od.
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February closed out with pretty
heavy duty line-up of major motion
pictures premiering on video ' cas.
sctte.

Jack Nicholson's much-ballylooed
and poorly received sequel to the
weil-regarded 1974 “Chinatown,”
“The Two Jakes" (1390, color, R, 137
minutes) appeared on Feb, 28, Ni-
cholson  dircets himself In this
reprise of his earlicr, award-winning
Jake Gittes private cye role. Harvey
Keltel, Meg Tilly, Madelelne Stowe,
Ruben Blades, Ell Wallach, Frederic
Forrest and David Kelth' also ap-
pear.

T Clrefts
~30% OF

For fans of older films, four Bette
Davis films appeared on the ¢ setie
racks for the first time on Feb, 27
“The Catered Affalr™ (1956, 93 min-
utes), “Beyond the Forest™ (1949, 95
minutes}, “The Bride Came C.0
{1941, 92 minutes) and “Satan Me

A

“Lady™ (1936, 75 minutes)

All are in black and white and un-
rated. Ti are from a-time when
Tatings were unnecessary.

“State of Grage” {1990, enlor, R,
144 mlnutes), starring Sean 1enn,
and “Death Warrant" (1990, color, R,
111 minutes), ‘starring Jean-Claude
Van Dammie, also appeared at the
end of the mvanth.

The Van. Peebles team, father.
Metvin and son Mario, refeased a

Na Seat farthe

Fap-camedy ‘action film, - “Identlty
Crisis" (1990, colar, t, 98 minutes) to
p off the February festivities,

F 1990°s most notorious 4i-
Vitd at Meart” (1990, color, R,
minstes).  will appear on

iy, Its gross display of vio-
len talk and explicit sexual
actvity added to the furar that led
the Motion Icture Association to
drop the X rating in favor of NC-17.

“Wild at Heart,” howeyer, was
eventually rel doas an Rerated
movie

We

the wildest stretch of the
tion (and of the rating sys.
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disagree, but much of the ‘music - y f
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— musiesvideo which 13
trained and lacking discipline as the - .
’605 it depicts. - ]

Yes, Virginia, on the other side of .
the street, they do make movies like
the goed old days. Disney’s lalest of-
fering, “Shipwrecked" (B+, PG, 90 -
minutes), is obviously marketed for
the youngsters but it's an old-fash. *
ioned adventure story which will en-
tertain the young at heart, no miatter
what their age.

Based on the papular 19th Century
Norwegian novel, Hankon Haakon-
sen, “Shipwrecked” includes all the
Horatio Alger/poor boy takes charge
¢lements that engage our sensibiltics
and make youngsters feel good about

* themselves and their potential,

Filmed on location in Engl

Fiji, Norway and Spain, the movie is
attractive in the best Disney tradi-
tion. Stian Smestad, a 15.ycar-old
Norweglan, is very effective in the
title role of the young Haakon who
£oes 10 5€a to carn moncy and saved
. the fainily farm after his father, is
injured. A . .
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HIS FATHER'S friend, Jens
(Trond Peter Stamso Munch), takes
charge of Haakon and they set |

for Australia. A British naval offi-
cer, Merrick (Gabriel ‘Byrac), is
aboard to protect the ship from pi-
rates.
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