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Someone recently described him
as a cross between Robin Willlams
snd Mickey Rourke, and comedian
Richard Jenj agrees with the assess.

ment.

“I'm defini this kind of New
Yorkey, wise guy type of act,” he
said durmg @ recent telephone inter.
\-u.- “And T do have an upheat ener-

\ou could prohably say Jeni start-
ed. doing standup when he was 13,
. His father was a1 big comedy fan and
Jeni used (o listen to his not-too-
clean comedy albums when no one
home, memorizing the jokes. .
I think like most comedigns |
used it as 4 means of getting accept-
ed. When T was 13, 1 wanted to hang
around with guys who were 17 or 18
and: P'd repeat-the-rautines T'd 'l
- on my dad's re nxdw and they liked it
- so they let me sta;

He remembers-being attracted at
that age to the whole aura that sur.
rounded the vision of the smoky
nightelub, open way past his bed-
time

But he never theughl of making a
career out of comedy. The Brooklyn
native managed to maintain a 3.9
grade point average and thea gradu-
ate with honors an political science
and economics from Hunter Callege
in New York

"1 THINK that’s one of the things

. that really works fur me on stage,
People dire thinking. "Here is some-

. body wha in apps nee and manner
shouldnt e o very thoughtful per-

* The fact that I can dig deep
wnh the cunccpls Is something you
woifldn't expect.”

And although he held severa) posi-
tions in publlc relations, he was al-

" ways doing something that got hlm

fired, the comedian said.

“The thought of doing comedy was
s far-fetched that I didn't know how
to begin to even think of It. So every
Job T had Iserewed up.

“l think’ } was subconsclously
trying 10 set in motion the circum-
stances that made It OK to try the
comedy thing. That way I could say I
tried 10 be a regular person but it
didn’t work out.”

THE FIRST year or two in the
business, which for Jeni began tn
I‘JBI were very difficult,

"1 did amateur nights for about a

~yeur-There's o way ta feary 1t wigh=—3¢-tho-distortion—The-more-firmiy—

out going up and putting yourself an

the line.
to be .funny

"There's a0 how
schoal. so you have to learn cv:-ry-
thing, how to walk and-1alk. It’s a
slaw process and in most jobs you
et 1o be in a sheltered environment
when you're first starting.

“Think I was on the verge of quit-
ting every day. But [ had in my mind
that I had no plncc to go."

AND IS perseverance paid off,
Hhs prestige in the comedy industry
has climbed steadily since then,

Gone are the mghu of performing
in small, no-name clubs. He now
headlines on an international crcuit,
sncluding targe concert halls, and is
continuing 3 successful relationship
with cable's Rhnwumc

COMEDY CLUBS

His 1989 specnl on nm nu\mrk
“Richard Jeni; The Boy From New
York City,” won him an' ACE award
nomination So he underiook 2 more
ambitious one-hour special, “Riche
ard Jeni 2: Crazy From the Heat,”
which began dlrin[, on Showtime this

* year,

- JENI TAKES exaggeration to an

extreme, painting absurd pictures
about famly life and other situa-
tions with which people can vasily
identify.

“You have to find ‘a sentiment
that’s ‘shared. You have to be on
common ground for comedy, so I'm
_dlways-looking for something people
tend 1o feel a certain way about.
“Most jukes are a distortion of re-
ality, so you have to understand the
reat situation before you cun. laugh

rooted the concept is, the sharper the
joke wilk .

JENI ATTRIBUTES his standup
personality 1o a combination of
traits he inherited from his pareats

“My father was funny, but in a
very sarcastic way. And my mother
wasm't particelarly funny but she’s
the type of person who loves a good
party.”

And although his parents are the
target of several of lis most popular
routines, he sid they take at all i
stride

“They like 1t. and the fact that |
bought my mmhur a car for Chrst-
mas hclmﬂ e said, faughing. "My
family 1 kind uI rostruck group
Theylt st around and talk about

Richard Jeni: Perseverance pays off W|th Iaughs

movie slan like they knnw' lhum
peesonally.” :

JENI DOESN'T consider himself
to be particularly funny when he's
not on stage.

“Curnedy is g lot more cold-blood-
¢d than it looks. The trick is to make
it 100k sponlancous.

“Mast people laugh the hardest at
things that just happen 1o them when
they're not expecting it. But with
this, people are told that at 8:30 to-
night Lhe fupniness will begin. You
have to make the routines took spon-
tancous, like they're just happening
for the first time even though you've
rehearsed every line and move
ment

AND ALTHOUGH he says he al-
neludes new matensal in fus
ict, the audience will still see

he considers his_.

Taund that usually people
do want to see a certain amount of
material from the (Showtime) show
So Itry to sandwich the new stuff in
between the stuff 1 know already

And what can Detroiters expect
during his upcoming performances
at The Comedy Castle? Jen replied,
chuckling, °T plan on getting naked
spontancously combusting.”

Rechard  Jewe il appear
Thm‘wlu];-.\'u[urdqp March 7.4,
wt Mark Ridlew's Comendl Castle,
o ¥ Fourthe St Royai Ock
Shietimes are, s 40 pm Thurs.
duy and S 30 and 11 pan Friday
and Saturdap Call 5329900 for
Prtans Gr more infornua-

Richard Jeni agrees with the -
assessment that he's a cross |
between Robin Williams and

Mickey Rourke, a “kind of
New Yorkey, wise guy type."

Here are listings of some come.
dy clubs in our wrea. Tu Wt us
knows who s appearing et pour
club, send e auformation o
Comedy Lastings, (hserror & K
centrie, Newspapers
Schoateraft, Livonta 45150

® CHAPLIN'S EAST
Steve Scagren u;ll appear Tn(

day lhirough ', March 6.
Chavlmw b 4 (,rm,\bﬂk,
Fraser. Show lnies are #.30 pm.

Tuesday through Thursday. 8 30 and
1030 p.m Friday and Saturday. For
reservatians, call 792-1902

form Wednesday-Saturday, March 6-
9. at MainStreet Comedy Showcase,
314 E. Liberty, Aan Arbor. Show
untes are 8:30 and 1} p.m. Friday
and 7,9 and 1) p.m. Saturday. For
mlurnnllnn <call 996.9080.

® COMEDY CASTLE

Nurma Zager will perform Tues.
day-Wednesday, March 56, and ftich
Jenj wil) pvrfarm Thursday-Satur-
day, Mareh 7.9, at the Comwly
tle, 269 K. Fourth, Royal Oak. Show
tme 1s 8:30 Monday through Thurs-
day and 8 30 and 11 p.m. Friday and
Saturday For reservauons. call 54"

L9900

® CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH

David Kiein will appear Wednes:
day-Saturday. March 6-9, at Chap-
ho's Plymouth, © 14707 Nurthville,
Shine times are B 30 Wednesday and
Thursday. 8 30 and 10 30 i Friday
and 'a.llurd.n Far information, call
454-3640

@ MAINSTREET
Stunt. Juhoson Theater will per-

® BEA'S COMEDY CLUB
Dowotown Tony Brown, Eltiutt
Branch and Marv Weleh will per-
form Friday-Saturday, March 8-9, at
Bea's Comudy Club, 541 Larned, De-
troit. Show Lmes are 830 and 13
b . For information, call 961-2581,

® HOLLY HOTEL
Danny Ballard mll appear along

The Detroit Kennel Club

73
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Sunday, ‘\‘1;nch'1('. ]

l)I\( \Ii()\\

BA2-74649
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-Steve Billnitzer and  Gary
corge ’]‘hursda) thraugh Saturds
ch -9, at Holly Hotel. 110 Battie

ey, Holly For reservations, call
634~ lﬂ)l

® LAUGHTER HOURS
Mark Teipp and Dase Dorsett will

perfortn Wednesday, March 6. at
Hurley's 1 Northficld Hilton, 600
Crooks Road. at 175, Troy For -

formation, call 879-2100

@& JOEY'S LIVONIA

Mark Eubanks will perfurm along
with Steve Mitehell and Don Teregi-
ni W aturday. March 6.9,
Club, Plymouth

and Levan
roads, Livonia. Show titnes are 830
p.m. Wednesday, 9 pm  Thursday

d 830 and 1030 pm
Far mtormation, call 261-

® JOEY'S ALLEN PARK
Dr. Gonzo will perfonm Wednes.
day-Saturday. March 64

at Joen's:

(nnudv Club and Sports Emparium,
Southfzeld Ruad. Allen Park
¢ tmes are 830 pm Wednesday

‘pary. Walled Lake
cull 664.8374

Foranformation, * form at % pam. and 11 pm ¥ridays
¢ Saturdays at Duffy's. 8635 Coo-
Lake Road. Pmon Lake Admis-

1

and Thursday and K and 1030 pm @ DUFFY'S sea s 8 For infarmation. vall 363«
Foday and Saturday For anforma- Bob Posch Comedy Show wil! per- %354,
fen el 3827041

® JOEY'S AT THE ROXY
Jue Delion will perform with.

m
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Keith  Ruff  and  Derek Turder
Wednesday Saturday. March By, at

The Rovy, Hoggerty Road, near 1-64
Bellesalle For int on. eall Gy
1Hey .

® MISSKITTY'S
Scott Shaw “will perform with

Kelth  Raff  Thursday-Saturday,
March 7-9. at Mis Kitty's Comedy
Club, Long Branch, 595° N. Lapeer

Road. Oxford For information, call
628-5500

® LOONEY BIN
Krik Neland will perform with
pursts Don Dubats and Phil Burbig

the

Friday
1w

aturday” Mateh 1.2
s Caniedy Club. 16

GOT LEGAL QUESTIONS?
CALL ATTORNEY JOHN MOONEY ON HIS NEW
LEGAL TALK SHOW.

“YOU AND THE LAW”

ON WCAR 1090 AM
INFORMATION RADIO
EVERY THURSDAY 8 AM-9 AM
HELPFUL LEGAL ADVICE
CALL 325-1090

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

STROLLLRS WL O‘II

LOCATED ON VIRST
1-96 AT MIDDLE

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
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LADBROKE DETROIT RI\C[ COURSE

FRi., MARCIHI 8th - 2 PM - 8 PM
SAT., MARCH 9th « 10 AM
© SUN,, MARCH 10th e« 11 AM -5 PM_

ING THIS AD AND REC|
THE $3.00 ADMISSION Pi
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DETROIT RACE COURSE

Don't forget...
I L ADMISSION OPENING DAY /\T
LADBROKE DETROIT RACE COURSE

-6 PM .

CHASDICAR ACCEUSS '

LOOR GRANDSTAND
BELT « LIVONIA
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ucsdny. March 12 - Sunday. March 17
JOE LOUIS ARENA
Thursday, March 14 is

FANNY PACK NIGHT

Free Fanny Pack to the first 2000 kids 12 and under
at the 7:30 performance

Hts . s \‘w‘xcm

Deruer lumuu

TICKETS 513, $10 & $8 (limited VP seats available)
at Joc Louis Arcna Box Office & all ~~=Z=r== Ccaters

CHARGE BY PHONE (313) 645-6666

Greep Sules discounts . 313 567 7474 Gtzenl Info -313° 567 6000




