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Buy military — surplus style

By Grog Kowalski
staif writer

The winds of war that stormed across the Kuwaiti
desert have calmed. In their wake, tons of military
ordinance, used and uhused and most Iraqi,clutter
the sands. Gearing up of the military war machine
an accompanying growth of m Ty gear.

Technically, it's called “materiel,” and (it repre-
Sents the guns. tools, clothes and equipment it takes
to keep the military functioning.

But even with the fierce rate the military was
OSINR equipment in the war against Iraq, from over-
head and on the ground, it often orders more than it
needs. . . :

And what doesn’t get used, gets sold

After World War 11, a flood of Army, Navy sur-
plus bt the market and gave birth to such store
Shverstein's, in Detroit, which is legendary among
many longlime “surpies " (surplus buyers).

“Need a tank periscope? Silverstein's had it. How
ahout some pontoons for a plane? See Sitverstein's.,
bitto for shell 5. ammao’boxes and just about
any other military 1tem short of ‘a’ 50-caliber ma-
chine gun (which were on display but not fur sale).

Silverstein’s ts long gone, Bul if you stil have a
hankering for 2 100-pound bomb, take heart. There
are still plenty of surplus stores in the area that can

;

supply you with more bombs than a ltate night TV
film fest

re gone
sind Jeff Goldsiath, owner of Jue's Army
Navy Supply, 311 §. Maio in Roya) Oak, o
After World War 1 there was so much surplus
able that it could be bought by the boxe,
ats on the dollar, Goldsmith said  Gradu
World War 1F goods filiered through the m
Even Korean ind Vigtnam War-era goods are
¥ Kone.
And with Penlagon bell-ughtening and the sky-
racketing vosts of military hardware, it unlikely a
. massive glut of surplus will ever occur again de-
spite the current war, Bul that doesn't meuan- the
surplus supply is in danger of drying up.

On the contrary, sales are booming, said
Goldsmith. They took off like a Patriot missile on
Jan. 16 when the United States attacked Irag

Most of the goods we get now are foreign-made,”
Goldsmith said. “The majority of it comes from
West Germany. Joe's carries surplus from armies
around the world including Isracl, Austria and even
the Saviet Union.”

Why army surplus? ~

Three reasons: First, patriotism. People are buy.
ing flags. pins and other items relating to Operation
Desert Storm. .

Second, fear. Some prople worry that the country
may be attacked by terrarists. They've sent satts of
gas masks soaring,

- THIRD, IT'S tendy. Remember, we are a culture
that promotes shredded blue jeans as a fashion

-statement

A camouflage shirt and military pants arce stylish
to many. These s, desert wear is in. The market
is also especially strong for pins and patches.

Trench coats also sell well, adds Goldsmith. But
there’s been little call for bulletproof underwear
(used by helicopter pilots) or flack jackels. {These
weighty vests won't stop a bullel but will protect
against shrapoel.)

However, most surplus shoppers are more inter-
ested in stitching than style. Hunlers, campers and
ouldoors prople espectally like milstary surplus be-
cause 1's well ma .

“The Army ¥ $5,000 for a wrench, but it's
a good wreneh, Jdsmith. B

A ot ol Goldsauth's customers ace women -

They do the shopping for the family. [ have things
for everybody, and we try Lo give a Jot of practicali
ty for the doliar.” .

As the vconomy s sinking into the doldrums, that
1 hetoming more important

“In 4 recession, peaple put off traveling for a va-
cation. Instead, a lol go 1ping, so they come here
for supplies.” fie said “You get a lot of value and
quality for your money (with surplus) .

AT SURPLUS CITY, 3766 W. 12 Mie Road in
Berkley, business is up. Way up. saidt Tammy Dubin,
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wile of owner Jeft Dubin

“Never ina million years did I think we would be
this busy,” she said

Now a big seller there are Israchi £as masks.

“Some people here are actually afraid that we
may be attacked,” said manager Brian Wals., .

Others like the masks for their novelty. “And
they're cheap,” said Wais. They sell for $14.95 here
compared to about $100 in Israel .

Gas masks, in fact, are the hottest selling items
arvund

“After. the war began.” Dubin
buying masks 10 send to Israe) ™ .

Hut now that the Isracli government has distribut-
od masks o its residents, people are buying them
for themselves Sales have been so brisk that Dubin
depleted her stock of 140 10 two days

Anuther trendy favorite is camouflage clothes
Wworn by “paint ball” enthusiasts. Paint ball is a
&ame dnsehich participants stalk each other and try
ta shoot cach other with harmless exploding pellets
of paint

Over at G.I Surplus, 34932 Michigan Ave. in
Wayae, the demand for surplus has blossomed, says
owner Walter Littman

d, “people were

THE BIG scllees are flags, pins and, of course, Ras
masks

ven Litiman fecels thit there is a bit of “hyster-
surcotiding the fear of chemical warfare here,

He s seen parents coming i with their children
o huy gas masks “And they're scaring their kids,”
said Littman

e added that war aside. mulitary surplus clothes
are “always o style” Hunters and campers make
up the hutk of his fegular customers

“We get a dot of saphisticated hunters,
sald UThey really know what they want.” That in-
cludes clothes, sleeping Yags, knupsacks and other
typieat vutdoor accessores.

Butaf you stll find a certain charm i a hand
grenade, of an AK-47 assault rifle (1hat “cannot be
made to fire™ appeals to you, or il you want to steep
sourself an o “Conntersmiper Guigde,” surplus stores
‘ean sl deliver the gouds.
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Jeltf Goldsmith of Joe's Army Surplus in Reyal Oak is surrounded by surplus military paraphernalia that have beconie hot aelling

items since the s1art of hostililies in the Persinn Gulf.

YOIy e photograpter

A container.of
buliets and a
couple of smalt
American flags
become a
counter
display ot the
G.l. Surplus in
Wayne,
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JIM JAGDFELD stal phtereage

Littman .

Ronnt Garbacz ‘and Stacey Dechert check out the c.
,outfita = tank tops and bib-style.shorts —
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Army manuals and bulletins off such things as
boebytraps, explosives and demolition cquipment
are part of the surplus available at G.I Surplus
store in Wayne. .
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for summer wear.

Among the
authenlic war
surplus available
are canleens with
Canvas covers,
“and lotding
shovels used to
@19 fox holes
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