By Greg Kowalski
staff writer

Stan Tokarz decided he wanted (o
+‘be a clown, appropriately enough, at
the circus,

Nearly 40 years ago Toknrz took

his wife and daughter to the circus.
While they were watching thé action,
famed clown Emmett Kelly came
through the audience doing his act of
cleaning the rail in front of the scals.
“He kept fooking at my wife. Then
he just sat down on her lap,” Tokarz
recalled. The happy response con--
vinced Tokarz to bu a clown.
" “Ever since then, I've been clown-
ing,"” he said. These days, Stan the
Clown, as he Is knawn, sports an
arange wig, red Ping-Pong ball-sized
nose, huge floppy shoes and a variety
of strange and colorful coats.

‘Tokarz takes his clowning scrious- .

ly. He'is a member of the World
Clown Association, Clowns of Ameri-
ca and a variety of other groups. He
and assistant Caroline Brinkman
teach a course on "How 1o Be a Good
Clown” at the Orchard Ridge cam.
pus of Oakkand County Community
Cellege. The cight-week course costs
$50 {plus $10 for makeup and bal-
loons) and will teach you how to
ing happiness to all.”

Although Tekarz said he never had
A real. urge 10 -run-away with the
circus, and preferred aver the years
to keep his day job as a carpenter, he
has performed with Ringling Broth-
ers Barnum & Baily, Franzen Broth-
ers and Royal Manneford circuses,
He has won numerous awards for his
act.

Tokarz is not just another Bozo
He understands ‘the philosophy of
clowning. He has studied clowning at
the Clown Camp at the University of
Wisconsin, at Lansing Comnunity
College and at Redfurd High School
“There are three kinds of clowns,”
he explained. “There are white-face
clowns, who wear complete makeup
50 that no part of the skin shaws (Re-
member Milky the clown?). There
are august clowns, who wear partial
makeup and there are hobo clowns,
like Emmett Kelly.”

Tokarz has tried all three styles,
and prefers the august style. White
face, with its complete makeup.
doesn't let him be as expressive as
he likes, be said.

Incidentally, not all clown makeup
is unique. While some clowns regis-
ter their designs, Tokarz olten varies
his style stightly.

Makeup is critical, Tokarz ex-
plained. “You have 1o put on makeup
properly. The areas over the cyes
and around the mouth are the most
important, the most expression-
able.” The final design can be strik-
ing but not ghoulish,

But there’s more 10 a ¢lown than
just goed looks. Tokarz's act com-
bines muslc, magic, Juggling and his
specialty — making balloon ani-
mals, an art offictally called “bal-
loonology.” he sald. Clowns also
have to follow a strict code of con-
duct. ““You never drink or smoke or
curse” while in costume. Tokarz
sad, ”‘\'uu stay on the stra n;,hl and
narrow.’

All this helps build the clown’s
personality

In fact, successful clowns project
a “podlike” image. Godlike in the
sense that clowns need 10 be'a sep
ahead of the audience, especiatly
children

Tokarz dlustrates “We have ked ain
the dcighborhood who causes a lot of
trouble [ can fook at hun and 1
know you've bnn mn truuhk toda
He alw:

When the
makeup is
through,
Slan slides
on large red
shoes over a
pair of
sneakers,
Stan's goal
is to teach
clowning as
the serious
skill it is. He
is a member
of the World
Clown
Association,
Clowns of
America and
a variety ot
other
groups.
“How to Be
a Good
Clown" is
oftered at
the Orchard
Ridge
campus of
Oakiand
Counly
Community
College.

‘When | walk away from a crowd of
people and see a lot of smiles, ! feel

good.'

when yau've been bad

Most hids Tokarz entertains aren't
bad. Clowmng for them s a Joy, he
amd Tokarz often performs: magic
and  plays the aceordion at the
Iawthorn Center fur handicapped
Kids

“There's ane [2-year-old boy there
whi s deal. 1 n't hear the musie
but he comes over and pots his head
an the aecordion Lo feel the vibra-
tons They wanted Lo pull lum off,
but 1 said Lo Jeave ham alone It's
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police/fire calls

Sasted below are some of the
Farmangton-area police jner-
dents, fire calis and court caves
reportiod during the st week

® APARTMENT FiRE

Clothtng stacked oo close to a wa-
ter heater in a laundey room of a
unil at Induan Creek  Apartments,
22295 Imbian Creek, 15 blamed for a
fire at abaut 840 pm Feb 25, that
extinguished stself before Farmupg-
ton [Glls hrefighters aenved, ac
cording to a fire report

The palot light of the witer heater
caught the elothing on hre as well as
rug on which the ¢lothing had been
placed in front of the ¢lothex washer
and dryer The door of the laundry
room was closed and the fire appar-
ently extinguished itself becanse of a
lack of oxygen

Damage was estinalesd at $500 to
the room and $500 to contents, ac-
carding o the report

@ WINDOWS SHOT
Windows al two busimesses in the
Country  Club Corporate Park an

Farmimgton Hills were <hot out with
a BB pun, Feb 22.05 Danige was
estited al $2ha 1o g win w
N Allen Aveocia I3 Connfra
Club Drve - Dunage alo wal e
AU FL500 o wandows at ABR
I VI Y
Drave, aceording o
Malls polic e reputs

© COURT FIGHT

Two people fecmvind Gt aftes
v Ieht rerupted an the parkang: lot of
the 47th Distrret Coust on Sl
the mormng of Feb 23

A 3year-old Fareny,
wonien was hekheted fac s
cunduet for arpmng weth 4
old Farnungton Hidls awa whe
rrecived & tcket for assanit af
the incident

Accorting to a Farnungon De
partment of Public Safety report
the argument broke out belween the
two After o decision an d conrt case
The woman was heand shouting at
the man and strihng bis van with
her puitse He then extted his van and
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@ TRAFFIC ALTERCATION
Fattungt o
R

fatthe dltCreation at Grand Biner
atet Fanimtngton Rood

Accverding to o« Farnnngten e
parement of Pullic Safety repott,
an punched a 23-veat
s oo and hicked ham
ra Tl,l- ather man b
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Clown class: Learning art of making ’em laugh

Clowns have an eblngnhon 1o play the straight and narrow. while in costume,, Stan says. 1t

hetps uphold the image of clowns.

Proto. by el RRIE BUZBY

You may have-said some of your college in-
struclors wer¢ clowns, but il's a guarantee
they weren't as good as Stan. At left. Stan says
toc much makeup hides tacial expressions, so
he only goes wilh partial whitetace.
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