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County benches plan to expand courthouse

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

A highly visible and sometimes
controversial *Oakland County
project has been scrapped, at least
. temporarily.

The proposed $80 mithon addition
to the county courthouse has quietly
been dropped from the list of high

priority items compiled by the Ouk. |

hnd Counly Board of Commission-

¢ looking at other alterna-
tives,” confirmed hoard chairman,
Hoy Rewold, R-Oakland Township. *

The commissioners’ st of high
priority items  was  made  public
Thursday at the regular board meet-
ing; when Rewold and others present-
ed a list of goals and objecty for
1991.92

Implementing the county’s soli
waste program is very high on m.-
hst, Reweld said, alung «uh other
pood-government items like belter
service 10 taxpayers and streamhin
ing county government.

But the proposed courthouse addi-
tion rated barely a mention gduring
one of the committee reports

“1 think it died a n3tural death,”
sisd Chief Judge Steven N Andrews

L strueture - has been diseu:

“1 don't know where we go from
here ... bul we're running out of
space. Providing it is a legislative
matter for commlissloders to de-
cide, .

FOIt COMMISSIONERS to hist
roals and objectives is a new idea’in
itself, said Rewold. “We're not in
canflict with the county executive.
We offer these goals as something to
shoot for and :.umcuung to measure
our. pecformance.”

Downgrading the courthouse
project is the result of two things,
according 1a commissioner Marilynn
E. Gosling, R-Bloomficeld Hills. “The
ceonomy and the downturn are part
of it. Bit that downturn has also
prampted us 1o rethink the way we
du things ™ .

An addition to the courthouse - ta
be built in the arca now reserved for
parking across {rom the existing
sed with
varving degrees of intensity for at
least five years as the eireuil court
added judges to cope with an in-
creased workload.

The Oakland Cireuit Court added
two Judges this year and wilt add
two more in 1993, Besides court-
roos, each new Judge needs space

“People perceive the courthouse
addition as nonessential: They don’t” ~  ©

want something that is seen as only

benelfiting judges. ’

— Commlss«)ner Maridynn Gostyig

R-Bioomin. 'H:'/'

for 25 stalf members.

In 1989, the addition was pro-
jected to cost $132 million But &
courthuuse task foree scaled the plan
down’ and came hack wxlh an $80-
mihon proposal.

Among those who questioned  the
aced for an $80-madlion addition was
tax foe Richard Headlee. He threat-
ened 1o sue the county f efficials
tried 10 sed] bonds to finance the ad-
dition without first getting voter ap-
proval

HEADLEE SAID selling bonds for
the courthvuse addition, the solid
waste program and the new comput-
er center was allegal without a vote
of the peaple

County prosecutor seeks

3rd citizens grand

jury

Commuatoners sid Headlve
old pohitical allg, wins wrong

un

They are currently preparing 10

oselt bonds for the waste prograem,

and the $10 millivn compuler center
t ahead as scheduled. The coun-
computer slaff 18 vxpected to
move in1o the new complex - Jocat-
vd on the wost side of Telegraph
Road near the Road Cotnmisston of{-
we n September

But the courthouse, af least tm-
$0-mulhion version, 1s 4
Goshing. i member of the u:un)xuuw
task force

‘Prople pereeive the, courthouse
adidtion as ponessentiin)” she sad

“They doun’t want something that is

. seen as only benefiting judges.”

The county still needs space, she
acknowledged. “But rather fhan add-
ing unto.the courthouse, 1 think we'lt
have to shuffie people around.”

People and-offices were shuffled,
for example, to make room for the
county’s 15th and 16th circuit court
judges. Deboruh Tyner and Rudy. Nie
chals. elected last fall

In ope incident, the prosecutor's
uffices were moved from the ma
courthnuse to offices less than a mil
away at 230 Elizabeth Lake Road
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