By Wayno Peat
stalf writer

Donald Ricgle expects to run for
the 115, Senate again in 1994 — giv-
ing voters the final apportunity to

. pass judgment on the senator's con-
_troversial involvement with savings
and loan tycoon Charles Keating Jr.

“1 {fully expect to (run again),”
Ricgle said last week duripg a ses
stun with Observer & Eccentric re-
porters and editors, apparently lay-
g 10 rest any speculation about his
politieal future.

Only twa da:
ethies commmtt
“poor Judgment”

vs varlier, a Senate
said Ricgle used
in his relationship

with Keating and that the relation- -

ship * “pave lhc appearance of being
unproper.

Bt e committee foupd Riegle
hroke oo laws, eithier in aceepting
campaign money from Keating —
anee returaed - or i meeting with
ather ‘senators and federal regola.
tors 1o discuss Lineoln Sa S
Laan, Keating's lr(luln!ud California-
based S and L

HIEGLE BELIEVES his status i
ane of the Keating Five will quickly
[ ca Demovratic Party

“Voters are fae”
meh, Demoeratie
ot the Oukland County Cammission,

we'll ware uf the situation but
abse aware of the fact that the cties
commitee found he did nothing shles

Rlegle in 94

County GOP pledges to keep ba||out an issue

“IN TERMS of whether 1 did any-
thing wrong, my answer is no,” Rie-
gle xaid in discussing his relationship
with Keating. “In terms of daing
things differently — with (he benefit

of hindsight, there are things 1 would

do differently.”

Chief among them, Ricgle said, is
that he wouldn't have allowed Keat-
ing to hold a fund-raiser in his honor.
The March 1987 event, at the Pon-
chartrain Hotel; raised $76,250 on
behalf of Riegle's upcoming cam-
paign. .

Ricgle, who returned the money in
1he wake of a newspaper investiga-
ton, said he had na knowledge the
campaign money was entirely cons
tributed by Keating and his subordi-
nates — -a point he made several
tunes during the ethics commillee
investigation.

1n fact, Ricgle said, the cvent was
more for Keating's benefit.than his
own. :

“CHARLES KEATING
1y adnured,
was this was a guy doing lmpurtan(
redevelopment  work in Detroit.”
Riegle said. T actually felt 1 was
doing Keating a favor.”

cas great-

Now, Riegle said, he will no longer
allow anyone with a potential con-
{lict of interest, however slight, to be
associated with his campalgn events
He claims s a position few other
senators will take.

the gencral impression .
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1 think he has to prove that, whle
b iy have suftered a sethack, he's
sull very -valuable to Michigan in
teptns of the anto ndustry, in stabi-
Iz the banking communiny and 1o
seenie nf eampaigh reform

Iepublicans, howevee, promse to
Rieple's” myvoliement with
1ROy CAmpUER e

W hope thas e
ad Il doleverything we can to
~and Carol Morlan,
ar of the Oakland
o Party. “This
nlouty 15 going’ to
taxpayer thousands af
aoutriage "
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The cthies committer findings jeft
Hicgle's staus as ate Banking
Comanttee charinan in taet
Fi rni ay’s meeting with the
enteie staff, A re-
rried bath the look
man who felt himself
virdieated

amd sound uf

Ay for the meeting with regul
tors, Hiegle has said the ethics con
mittee found cancerns about the way
investigators were treating Lincoln
Savings and Loan may have been le-
gituma

11 ther

-

s a problem, Ricgle said,
i's that federal clected. officials
have to spend increasingly large
amounts of moeney in therr cam-
patgns.

Tuegle said his own campaugn fund
baltooned from $800,060 1n 1976 to
$4 5 million for his most recenl cam-
paign

While caling for federal cam-
paiga financing ~ similar to the
way presidential campRigns are now
financed - Riegle also acknowl-
edged such a suggestion is seen as
highty partisan. “Money is more of a
problem for Democrals than Repub-
Ticans” he said.

“Fuaderaising s the worst parl of
the jub for wdlof us, believe 1" Hiwe
Rle said
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U.S. Sen. Oonald Riegle believes the recent Senate Ethics
Com_millcc ruting on his involvement with S&L tycoon Charles
Keating Jr. puts that conlroversial chapter ol his career behind
him.
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The People’s Law School, a free
. program sponsored by the Oakland
County Bar Association, is de-
signed to introduce the public to in-
formation about the faw and the le-
Rat system.

It s 7-9 p.m. Tuesdays, Mareh
12,19 und 26, and April 2, at the
Rloomfield Township "Library
Comghunity Roomn, 1099 Lone Pine
HRead at Telegraph, Bloomficld
Hills

¢kly topies tnclude

e March 12 -~ Baby' Baby'
Baby' - The who, why, where and
how of patermty actins in Michis
gan and out-of-state: adoptions.

® March 19 — Bankruptey
The view from the bench with em-
phasis un sndividual debtors

® March 26 — Right to Die -

County lawyers offer
People’s Law School

Various aspects of self-determina-
tion and assisted  puicide together.
with upposm}, views on theyright
todie”

® April 2 -~ Sall Claims Court
~ How 10 collect what is owed you
without an sttorney through the
Michigan People’s Court ancluding
al) procedures. . paperwork and
hints from filing through collection
of amounts Jess than $1,500.

All sessions are free. but reser-
Valons are a must as space is hme
ned. Course matenials are fur-
mshed and  certificates will be
awirded to those who complete all
four sessions

For additional information and
1o reserve your place. call the Oak-
land County Bar Association at
338-2100 or 398-3937
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