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Honlgman seeks more study on assisted suicide

By Tim Richard
stalt writor

State Sen. Davld Honlgman, R-
West Bloomfield, is trying to head
off a bill making asslsted suicide a
felony — a measure some consider
“unduly harsh.”

“Many legislators are uncomfort.
able with the uniform treatment” of
making all asslsted suicide a four-
year felony, Honigman told a news
conference minutes before Senate
Bill 32 was reported out of commit-
tee.

Honigman and Rep. Tom Power,
R-Traverse City, want 10 set up an
18-member “Camnmmission on Death

and Dying" to study data on volun.

tary suicides, causes, the role of al-
cohol und drugs, the roles of dis
and disability, legal and moral ques-
tions.

=1 can't sec throwing an 80-year-

old waman in prison iur four years"
said Hunigman, “when her dying
hushand, in excruciating pain, pegs
her 1o hand hifn -a bottlesof pain
killer that he says will end his life.

“Even the threat of prosecution is
two harsh.”

BUT TIE BILL by Sen. Fred Dill-
ingham, R-Fowlerville, would punlsh
her, Honigman added,

Dillingham's bill won 5.2 approval
in the Family Law Commiliec. Sup-
porters included Robert Geake, R-
Northvilte, Jack Welborn, R-Kalam-
zv0, Doug Carl, R-Thica, :mu Chris
Dingell, D-Trenton.

Oppised were Virgil hllllllu D-De-
troit, and Debbie Stabenow, D-Lans.
ing.

Dithingham scoffed at delaying ac-

tion for a lengthy study, calling
Honiguan's comsamission “a -lot of
hoopl

“We solve nobody's problems by

not taking action. The judges were
very, very specific that- the fssue
needed to be decided quickly in the
Iature,” Dillingham 'said. He
referred 1o two Oakland  County
judges, one of whom dismissed a
murder charge agalnst Dr. Jack

« Kevorkian and another who slapped

an injunction on Kevorkian's use of a
heart-stopping suicide machine.

Dillingham said his bill is admed
at Kevorkian and those “who make a
business of assisting suicide.”

SH 32 would amend the penal code
1 make it a four-year {clony for a
person who “provides the means by
which another person altempts or
wmmus suicide {or) acts as a partic.
ipant in a suicide or attempled sui-
cide.”

Suicide itself is not u crime.
Dillingham’s bill is due on the Sen-
ate flour next week. I[ adopted, it
wonld take effect in 1993.

Engler seeks office fund limits

Gov. John Engler said he Is mov-

ing to end abuses of state legisiative
officeholder expense funds by pro-
posing a set of voluntary restric-
tions,

Engler said his reforms would en-
sure greater accountability,. more
regular reporting and tougher &n-
foreement provisions

“Qur ultimate goal is the elimina-
tion of OERs,"” said Engler, praising
Senate mmmlllcc action to abalish
OEFs,

“Until OEFs are abolished, howey-
they must be reformed,” Engler

er, t
said.

LER PROPOSED to:

® Limit the types of expenditures
which could be made by these funds
to those acceptable under the federal
interna) Revenue: Code as “business
or charitable deductions” — a more
restrictive list than that cum.nlly

® Mandate that OEFs be man.
aged by a treasurer and chairman
who are legally responsible for al)
receipts, expenditures and reporting
on behalf af the fund.

@ Mandate regular, periodic pub-
lic repotting of all fund activity.

® Establish a mechanism for de-
termination and enforcement of fund
violation, b) pmvldmg a \)s(wn of
civil

afforded by the.state 2 ive
cade.

fines.

SHERWOOD
WILL PAY THE
SALES TAX!

Groups Sod as Compete et
Tloar S )m,!’ﬂ Orly = *¢

VR

GALLERT €O

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION

g Aseessornes

NENCH FOR THE GRAND CH EENG
Of QUK EXQUISITE BERNHARD!
O SO

Fine Furniare, Accenones & Gift,
TEL-TWELVE #AALL » 12 MILE & TELEGRAPH
. DAWY.10-9 » SUNDAY 12-5

STABENOW SAID she will sup-
poﬂllanlg,mana measure,
“Four. years for p.mm;; a hottle of
pit she $aid, echoing onigman's
speech. "1 know he (Diilingham) in-
tends to go after Dr. Kevorkian, but
the net is way too br "

Smith called Dillingham’s bill “a
knee-jerk reaction,” saying present
law is adequate,

*Look at it as placing & moratori-
um on the issue until sumeont com:
up with a solution,” Dillingham re-
plied.

“Two ather sections of the Dilling
ham hill were non-controversial.
One would deline as murder the act
of foreing a person to commit sui-
cide. The other would make it at-
tempted murder to cause a person 1o
attempt suicide

H()'\l(n\ll\\ AND Power, both at-
torneys, introdaced xdumul bills 1
ieir respective chambers.

Power's bill likely wmxlu Ko to the

House Judiciary Conunittee chaired

‘t can’t see throwing an
.- 80-year-old woman in

prison for fouryears
when her dying
husband, in
excruciating pain, begs
her to hand him a
bottle of pain killer that
he says will end his
life. Even the threat of
prosecution is too
harsh.’
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