Look for ‘t,e:apot’ in March-skies

By Aaymond E. Bullock
specinl wrlier

March always brings us the offi-
cial start of spring, and this year 1t
also brings Easter.

The amount of suntight we receive
this month increases by one haur, 26
minutes,

Of 1h
Saturn is

five nakwd~c) planets, only

'utmw low

Ju]uu'r. Mars, Veaus mnl Mere ury
are all evening objects. Jupiter s
nearly overhead, in the faint constel-
ation of Cancer the crab. Mars, the
red meu is m;,h in the southw
nw bright “sta
n:

placement
INg viewmng later an the
munth. The moon is approaching the
bright orange-red-star Antares (an
TARR ees) on the wmorning of March 7
. Both can be scea due south about 45
before sunrise. Antares s
the “heirt™ of Seorpius the scorpion
Last (uarter Moon is at 532 a 1
on March 8. The moon 1v beginaung
the last-quarter of its orhit around
the earth. It hax passed Antares and
is oW 10 degrees to the southeast
(eft) of tha r. Watch the moon
e faint comstellation

of Sagittarius the archer from
Match 8 through March 11
In Greek mythology, Sagittarmis

was a‘cenlaur;
half man and b
ty that the Gry ur anyone vlse for
matter; ever “saw™ the outhne
centaur i this part of the shy'
rpattern was namesd to hon-
or Sapittarses

it is much vasier to soe e
outhoe of i “Leapot™ 1n s part of

ture wha way
Tt1s unhike-
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thee sky The monn is located directly
abave the “spout™ of our teapot on
the morning of Magch 9. The star di-
rectly to the easst teft) of the moon 1s
the top of the teapol’s cover.

0 the next morming Lthe moon has
Lo the east of that star, and s

cated above a curvang row of stars
that mark the handle of the teapot
The bright “star* ta the east (left) of
the rmoon on the morning of M
11 s the planet Saturn. This is
planet with the beautiful rings

THE VOYAGER spacecrafl
showed us that .the solar system's
thr piher gant gas plancts (dnp-
ter. Uranus and Neptune) also have
fiogs, but only Saturn's can be seen
low power telescope

The mon will be three degrees
the vast of Saturn on the folluwing
mormng Face west, one half-iour
after sunsel on Mageh 11, and try to
sput Mereury

Hright Vénus will be no probleni
but Mercury will he a challenge, 1t
will be only & few dugrees above the
hetizan . Yon will teed an unob.
strocted view of the west and binoe-
alars to spot Mereury 1 Mereury
Proves to be too tiusive for vou, b
patwent, as earh might s by Mer.
cury will be higher i (he <hy i
will be moch ciasieg te see saruny
the Xt ook
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March 16 The moan 15 Tocated be-
tween the carth ang the sun and 1s
not visible ook for the thin wiixing
(growing) crescent moon un the eve-
ning of the Lh

IUts only 16 hours past new phase
and will be diffiealt to spot Look
slightly north of due west with binoe-
ulits. 30 guputes after sunset. An
unobstructed horizon is a must

If y0u spol the maoon, try for Mer-
cury. atas due west und lnhlu-r inal-
ttode than the moon

1 Mereury sull cludes you an the
16th, try agan on the evening of the
17th Now the moun will be about six
degress above Mercury, and on the
18th the moot will be four degrees to
the north (righty of Venus. From the
17th through the rest of the month, .
Mereury 1s best placed for nbaery.
g

On Wednesday evening, March 20,
the moon wall oceult (eover) the stars
of the Pleiades (PLEE i dees). The
“ietades 15 0 beautful star cluster in
the constellation of Taurus The clus-
ter Tooks Tike s uny “dipper” through
tteulars
On the
ot

evemng ol the 20th, the
passes  directly cacross  the
Pletades and blocks thar Dight, This
will e the kst timie thus century that
such an wecultation will veeur.

THIZ MOON passes through cach
member of the nidiac each month,

but enly when' the ahignment be-
tween the carth and the moon s cor.
rect can an occultation oceur. Each
tme the orbit of the moon takes 1t
ihrough Tauroy after this pight, it
will  pass  above ar below U
Pletades .

The bright star o the left of the
moon 15 Aldebaran tal DEB o ra
e orange-red “eye’ of Taurus
teen degrees above Aldebaran, at
aboul the samie calor and brightness,
15 the red planer, M

Easter 15 on Mareh 31 Uns year
hut aext year it fadls an April_Ieter-
g the da
holiday 15 notas difficult as yas m
think. All you need o know s the
phicse of the noon and a few rules

The ground rules for determimng
Haster were set up n the year
AD when the Emperor Con 11
cilled for & Council wt Nieva {or the
purpose of calendar reform

Based on the idvice of his Chiy
ban countil, e deereed that Easter
would he observed on the first Sen.
day fullowing the first full moon (has
neeurs dfter the vernal equinox «the
start of spring) The reason for
choosing the full moon, rather than
the new meon, was o people makiny
a0 pilgrimage to the Holy Land co
travel at might by the hight of th
moon X

SINCE THE start of spring oc
on March 20 o0 20 the carliest
erean be s Mareh' 22 !zul how we
have to eunstder U able ex.
ceptinns to the rub- 1f n.. first full
monn to occur start of
spriag fails on ; then the fol-
twing Sunday s er ke fal)
moan kappens W be on the sume day

s the verhal equinox. then the April
full movn 1 used [ the Apnl ful}
moon falls en oo Supday. the folluw .

of this very ertatic”
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IRS speeding up refunds
for Desert Storm troops

The [aternal Revenue Seevice 1
tryng to speed yp refunds due
these people servingan Operation
Desert Storm :
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