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Trustees approve boundary change

Cun\lnued (rom Page 1

1, 20-2 and 21-1 from Power to
Dunckel.

e Scction 22 and sub-sectlons 21-
2, 21-4, 164, 15-3 and 15-4 from
Dunckel to East.

THE PLAN attempts to equalize
enrollment at the district’s four mid-
dle schools, making better use of two
underutilized schools, Warner and
East. It also cases transportation ta

the schools.

Trustee James Abernethy cast the
dissenting vote on the motion, saying

+he preferred the board consider a .

magunet school concept to handle the
problem. School superintendent Mi-
chacl Flanagan said such a plan,
should be considered when a second-
ary education report Is offered this
spring, but should not be used to cure
boundary inequities.

Trustees Cathleen Webb, Jack Cot-

ton, Jack Inch and board President
Susan Rennels vated to approve the
measure. Helen Ditzhazy and Helen
Prutow were absent

.1 do'this with confidence,” Webb -
said In making her motion. “We're
trying to do what's best for the dis-

* trict. I feel this Is the best plan.

“Times have changed In Farming-
ton apd I think our options are limit-

od.
Prior te the vote, a few personal

attacks were launched against Aber-
ncthy and Inch, who both llve in the
south end of the district, Some par-
ents felt the two would vate for their

. arca instead of the district, and one

resident requested they abstain from
voting. Both refused.

“1 I lived at 14 Mile and Middle-
belt,  would still be for Plan 2,” said
Inch, exp)dining that transportation
was his major consideration. “If you

\\'ml te damn e for that, please
do.

The absence of Ditzhazy and Pru-
tow alse eaine under ‘personal attack
from residents who believed a full
buard should have voted on the mea-
sure.

Highmeadow PTA prcsldcnlSuwn
Shapiro said she was dls’!ppoinu‘d
with the tenor of the meeting, saying
a millage win in February could
have avoided ali the problems, and

Hills, developer eye Compromlse onzoning

Continuad from Pagé 1

cludes the city council’s 5-2 denial in
January.

It alm excludes an-orlginal com-
‘plaint about the city council's 16-
menth moratorium on IR0 develop-
ment, imposed in Scptember 1989
and Hited Dec. 17, 1990,

“1t (Kaftan's acreage) is not in my
judgment the best office praperty in
the city. But that doesn't mean ihe
zo0ning (office-service) is not reason-
able,” Donohue sald.

But Donohue a)so believes “you'd
have to be blind not to see we are in
& depressed offlee market.”

In a telephone Intervicw in late
1990, Kaftan told the Observer that
he has lost about $100,000 a year in
the last three or four years walting
for a decision on his rezoning re-
quest. Kaftan began cfforts ta rezone
in 1986.

Donohut’s response to ihe amend-
ed complaint was due March 1. The
Issue is stilt scheduled for trla) July
16 before Oakland County Circuit

Judge Steven Andrews.

IN THE AMENDED complaint,
. Burnstein argues that Kaftan's off-
icc-zone acreage s “isolated” be-
cause there are no other office uses
inthe surrounding area. -

“The present and future trend. of
bullding and development in the
area . . . Is not office. There is no
market demand for office uses (as
now zoned)" nccnrdmg to the com-
plaint

“Because of the location, irregular
shape, severe topography and close-
ness 1o an industria) subdivision, the
land is not suitable for a quality off-
ice development under the 0S-1 (off-
ice-service) zoning,” the complaint
continuces.

The city council’s refusal to re-
zone the land 1o 1RO, according to
the complaint “was arbitrary, un-
lawful, unconstitutional .'md done
knowingly and recklessly .

Donohue said the amended com-
plaint “fairly reflects the Issues be-
tween the partics. They are now get-

ting down to the nitty-gritly.”

Residents who live near Kaftan's
property have long been involved In
the rezoning issue, which evolved
into public concern about toxic and
hazardous materials they believed .
could be used in the IRO zone.

A majority of Hillside Estates
Condominium’ residents supparted
Kaftan's request. It would have en-
sured only. 120,000 square feet of
one-story bulldlngs built into the
slope of the land.

The buildings also would have
been air-conditioned so door and
windows would not have to be

opened, which could create a noise
problem,

DURING KAFTAN'S wait for the
city council’s decision, changes in
the 1ypes of uses allowed in an IRO
zone were made. Pharmaceaticals
and laboratories engaging in genetic
rescarch are excluded as principal
uses In the IRO and light-industrial
districts.

In the light industrial districts, the
handling of pharmaccuticals and
certain other materials would re-
quire special approval from the
planning commission.

The city council in Januvary told
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