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Supporters rally as arts funding dies

By Corinne Aball

stalf weiter
HEY - SANG, THEY
CLAPPED, they listeacd,
they questioned, but most-

Iy they wept silent tears. Tt
was @ ralny Wednesday morning.
and for them, the sun was sctting on
the glory days of the arts in Michi-
ratn.

About 100 supporters of the arls
troth across the state attended a ral-
ly at Arts Center In Lansing, sposi-
sored by Concerned Citizens for the
Arts in Michigan and Michigan Ad-

vocates for the Arts, 1o di
¢ of the arts.
Marilyn Wheaton, director | of
CCAM, chaired the rally. D d 1n
a “Last Art Before Mic! " T

shirt, said the protesl was held “to
provide opportunity to be informed,
1o be inspired, to be empowered.”
leady with information were
members of the arts comsmunity,

egislators and arts Jobbyist Richard
g a set ol
Mutown songs. with one, “There's a

Winner in You,” dedicated to Whea-
ton and ather people in the arts

Allen explained the legislative
process that Jed to deep culs in
*funding. She suid th 9.2-percent
cut in funding to all st
including arts funding,
fect. “This was sed by both hous-
¢s and signed by Governor Blanc-
hard,” in December.

The new administration then s
sued an exceutlve order that ¢himi-
nated all geants and further cut
neil for

QOrtheia Barnes provided a
special Motown hrand of mu-’
sezal inspiration

REP, JAN DOLAN, R-Farming.
ton. defended the budget cuts while
proclamung her affectan for the
arls,

“The policy of the House and S
ate has been to keep iddding pew pro-
grams with no thought of where the
funding 15 coming from.” Dolin said.

She urged arts advocates ol to
become polarized over the issue, ™
work both sides of the ;sle,”
< there would eventually be
fort to restore some.arts funding,

“We're gong to put things back ia
e hudget, but jt's going to tike both
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Opinions

about the state of the arts in Michigan are exchanged
in the hall by Rep. Jan Dolan(R-Farminglon), left. Joc P. Bianco.

Detroit Institute of Arts and Lisa Steelc. director of marketing
Detrot Institute ot Arts.

Jr.. execxutive vice presidenl of the Founders Society af the

like to be 1n places where there are

the Arts. This wasn't accepted by
legislators. B

Then. a freeze was put on any fur-
ther payments of current grant A
a result, those promised payments
fur the rest of this fisca) year are in
limbo, unsure when or §f the pays
ments will be made, N

Allen suggested that legis )
could be counting on the death of
sotue programs, which would ease
the arts-funding burden.’

Meanwhile, back at the Capital.:
Gov. John Engler will submit the
1991-92 budget 1oday. Allen warned:
“Expect that you will be treated
abysmally. Theee will be practically
aothing n it for you.”

Allen predicted slow or no arts-
funding menls in ihe current
budget, and said he had little hope
for any arts funding in the year
ahead .

“you'll need overwhelming legis-
pport to combat line-item
Allen said. “We¢ have 10 win
them Dack. We can't spend (he next
two years rying to win velo over-
rides ”

. Paul Baade. 1-Musk

sades of the asste,” she sad

She said thal one group favoers to-
4l govermment funding of the arts.
and that anather bel wm private
funding only “The imddie group 18
where I'm caming from,” she siad

Further advice came from Rep
on, who listed
attracting new businesses and tour.
ism as two strong reasons for fund-
ing the arts

Toth flourish 1n a culturally excit.
ing atmosphere, he sad Businesses

mueeums Al ol aral IeuvInes ang Vo] N oW O (SO IS ey Lo

touris thrives on festivals, theater
and musacal productions and other
arts events, he smd

a‘finan-
S econ-

1S not dfficult te make
ciad cise for arts m the st
omy.” he said -

Saying there are plenty of facts to
support tus contention, he told the
audience, “Go for it This s what
degislatars)  undurstand and

th
need to hear and see.”

Sen Jae xon, D-Farming
before apeaking to the gat

“For 25 yeugs, arts progra
made a tremendous differenc
people 10 our state. We have been o
madel to other states.

“This 18 a tremendous tragedy for
the leadership’ to be totally de
stroyed because of the Governor's
Weology  He never articutated this
It was not part of any politieal plat-
form ™

‘g

Staff photos taa0lyn Wheaton. ereculive director of Concernea Citizens fos
by Jerry Zolynsky the Afté in Michigan, urged those attending the rally to make
Cappomiments’to see ther senators and representalivas betore
—_— — 1B aay was over
Snn. Jack Faxon. D-Farmungton.'and a fellow femislator wait their turn 1o spunk at the rally : - .
for the artyn Lansing . . .
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