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I'r's 'CERTAINLY not a

banner year . — banner-
wise, anyway ~ f(or the
city of Farmington’s down-
town. -
The state Department of
Transportation (M-DOT) Is giving
the “city’s ‘Downtown Devclop-
ment  Authority” a tough tlme
about Instalilng decorative
banners with sponsors’ names on
them — cven though they've been
allowed for several years,
The banners, atlached to the
old-fashioned utility poles along
Grand River' and Farmington
Road, are part of the downtown
redevelopment scheme, Many
banners  announce upcomlng
cvents,
Some of them are sponsored by
arca busthesses and the name of
the sponsor's name Is carried on
the banncr. M-DOT officlals ob-
Ject to the sponsorship in the
state right of way.
Rulo 76 prohiblts commercial
or political advertisements on
such banners. DDA director Wen-
dy .Strip-Sittsamer,” however,
doesn't think fust the name of a
vompany is an advertisement.
“No product or service Is men-
tioned,” she sald. “It's just a
name."
State officials told Strip-
Sittsamer that they had “made a
mistake” In allawlng banners in
the past. She is continulng her ap-
al. .
“I'm at the polnt now where
I'm talking to bosses,” she said,
“and I'm sure I'll be talking to
es of bosses.”

‘The DDA bas 22 banners. State
permits are nceded for those on
Grand River. The county must
glve permlssion for those on
Farmington Road. A business
would have to pay $2,700 to spon-
sor all 22. E

Meanwhlile, merchants in the
Uptown area of Farmington, near
Mooney and Grand River, have
Enstalled the colorful banners of

parently without permission.

City Manager Robert Deadman
said state transportation officlals
have questioned the banners,
which may be taken down,

OUR VOTE really does
count . .. and Il you
don't believe i1, just
switch to cable Channel

12 every Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday.this month,

The Farmington Hills Commit-
tee to Increase Voter Participa.
tion presents "My Vote Counts,” a
series focusing on voting for local

——Thatancans Citalli's house s sup-
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The Ramble Hills house in which Kitty Gitulli and her husband, ment notice though says the h.
Paul. live represents 20 years of hard work, The latest assess- The Gitullis say lhey couldn't i

ton Gbserver
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0USe is worth more than $800.000.
t sell it for that much.

Tax trauma
Dream homes have nightmare assessments

By Joonno Maliszowski
stal{ writer

Imapine if you can' Kitty and
Paut Gitulli pay $20,000 in proper-
ty taxes. Kim and Fred Abdenour
pay more than $10,000. Bea and
Hick Palmer

“T thought 1 was going o throw
up.” said Kitty Gitulls when she
apened the notice telling her Lthe

‘Pm not wearing my.two-carat
diamond ring. 1 decided to put it into
my house. Who could afford to pay

" $20,000-$25,000 in taxes?’

— Homeowner Kitty Gitulli -

property tax assessment on her
house is $448,600

An as ment is 50 pereent of
the property's fair market- value

« tate markel

posed to be worth more than
$800,000. That's news to the couple
who just moved into the house 10
September 1990,

They say they couldn’t sell the
Tudor-style house for that, espe-

nto o

in taxes?

Headlee opi'

By Jonnne Maliszawaki
staft writer

, at the foll g times:
Wednesdays at 8 p.m.; Thursdays,
2 pwm; and some Fridays, 7 pm. *

March shows include an inter-
view with Barbara Dobb, state
representative from West Bloon.
fleld who won election by onc
vote, and a discussion with Mar-
tin Krohner, past president of the
Council of Homeowner Assocla-
tlons In Farmington Hills.
Julleann Hovaneslan wilt host
the programs. Comment on the
shows s encouraged. Call Dave
Teitmeyer at 473.9581,

HE KING and I, put on
h by Mercy High School,
will be performed at 8

“p.m. Friday and Satur-
day and at 3 pm. Sunday in
Farmington Hills. For tlcket in-
formation, call 356.7562.
EMORY LANE —
From the March 15,
1851, Farmington En-
terprise:
Rita Pieron and Gabrlele Muhl.
ing were named valedictorian
and salutaterian, respectively, at
Farmington High School.
Items for Farmington Focus
may be mailed to the Farm.
ington Observer, 21898 Farm-
ington Road, Farmington
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Farmington Mils nomist Patrick Ander-
son and tax-cutter Richard Headler are getting
close 1o verdict on the enty’s halfomill levy ©
for parks and recreation

A decisin on whether ar not they will give
thesr blessing to the Farnungton Hills parks
and recreation levy, which will go before vat-

mally 10 the current weak real gs.

“I'm not weaniog my two-carat
amend ring. [ decided to put it
se, Gl said " Who
could afford to pay $20.000-325,000

Gl and the other §
Hills residents ive w B
subdavision, west of  Farnungion

ers May 7, was expected 5 week age But the
tax-Nighting duo didn’t get the requested finan-
el wminrmation from the ¢ty and parks_and
recreation department as expected

TWe won't make adecision until we sed their

Boaks.” Anderson sid late Thursday:

A cauple of hours later, Anderson, an ccono.
mist al Alexander
Company of Amer

Road and north of 11 Mite. Ang
they are upset about the aswess
meats on their celatively new, cus
tom houses that are i the 3.000-

the Palmers” house b diaewesther

plight X
“Some houses are assesse

higher thun the g

sad Bl Lampn, Hils

Himeowners ysa prest
dent
Raw Hills residents say they

hove sudfered imcredible increases
0 helr property 1A assesments

mothe fast few years But this
year's nobices were Uthe sEaw that
brohe the casmel s back, ™ Lamping
xamt

The Pidmer Lose, for example,
D assessed At I8 her house

has been up for

Assessor hears
complaints

By Joanno Matisrewski
slaft ariter
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Board gets preview of coming mmreisas
secondary school proposals | -

By Cazay MHans
stall wiitar

" The first phase of a proposal to change the way mid-
dle school amd lgh school students learn and the way
teachers teach - will be presented Tuesday, March 19,
Lo the Farmmgton School Board

“IUs fashionabie ta say all kids can learn. but o
nreds Lo be amended to say *not in the same way and unt
on the same day,"* said superintendent Michael Flina
pan, who recently offered school board members and
the public a taste of what to expect at upeotning meet-
nEs

Farmmngton's school ehief called the tentative recom
mendiations from a Secondary Study Committee which
h ken two years to-review edecation in Farminglon
Public Schools *very exciting

Rut he warned board members ey will not hear

about the study at one meeting, and vole on it at the
next

CONCEPTS INCLUDING alternative sehedultng. dis
cussion of how weach teat and evaluale stuslent pes.
farmance, and presentation of lesson plans are expeeted
1o be parl of the proposal Flanagan said the district
view the possibility of offering a “comtuny.
“hit” for students,

The first phase of the study to be presented March 19
will envompass Mgl school education, while tuture
mechings will address specific middle school wdeas .
cluding & possible magnet-type school of a program
siular to Highmeadow Common Campus Elementary

Although Flanagan sant the proposals m: have o
cumphication added with our millage defeal” he sad
wmany of the ttems could be smplemented without add-
Latal cost to the distret
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