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Bea Palmer of Ramble Hills
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The Abdenour house is assessed at $212,900,
"My husband and J would feet lucky if we could
get $350,000," Kim Abdenour said.

“The main part of the problem is that we don't
mind paying taxes. We want to got our assess-
ments in erder.” Fred Abdenour added.

On the average, Ramble HHIs residents say
their assessments rose 10-15 percent this year.
Ramble Hills residents pay an average tax bill
— tncluding city, school and county taxes — of
$10.000-815,000 annually, Patmer said.

“Some people are satisfied that thelr assess-
meats are at 50 percent market value. Others
belleve it's more than 50 percent, The actual
market value (of the houses) doesn't seem to sup-
port those assessments,” Lamping said. “Many
assessments in the neighborhood would tndicate,
market value in the ‘neighborhood of $400,000-,
$500,000."

Assessor hea

1 in Far
‘as upset as others in her neighborhood over property tax

Ramble Hills jolted by tax trauma

Hills is
property taxes.

ONLY ONE house in the netghborhood sold for
$425,000 in 1990. Others that sold have been in
the $300,000-$360,000 range, Bea Palmer sald.

“The bottom line is that 1o house in the neigh-
borhood can be seld for (double) the assessment.
It's crazy if you think my house [s worth
#§480,000. It’s not,” resident Glenn Hardy said.

The residents told Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi and
councilwoman Nancy Bates Wednesday night
that when compared to similar houses in other
suburbs, such as Bleomfield Hills, Blrmlngham
and West Bloomficld, Ramble #ills resldents pay
more taxes, And Farmington Hills' tax rates are
tess, But Vagnozzi questioned the comparlsons,
which did not inctude assessments on the houses
in the comparison arcas.

“Nobody is going to want to move into Farm-
inglon Hills when they can get the same house in
Bloomtield Hills for $5,000-37,000 less in taxes,”

restdent Rick Tuyn said. “We've gotten $13,000-
$25,000 increases (in assessments) when every-

rs Ramble Hil

on their houses. The Palmers pay $14,000 in
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onc knows nothing has gone up in value.”

While the city says her house is worth
$800,000, Kitty Gitulli says a house not far from
hers sold for $179,200 and the one next door sold
for $194,000." .

“Why did we get hit at $840,0007” Gitulli
asked.

Residents were urged to appeal their assess-
ments, if only to sccure thelr rights to appeals to
the state Tax Tribunal. .

“'1 don’t think there's a chance you'll get signl!-
icant relief from the board of review," associa-
tion president Lamping said.

Bea Patmer sgld more than 75 percent of the

i 's have app in the past.
They took in sales comparisons to help argue
their cases. “They (board of review) wouldn't
budge.” ‘

Glenn Hardy agreed. “Don't tell me to appeal,
1 did that tast year. And I got a nice little fetter

Is complaints
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Residents also complained that
the square footage of their houses
listed on assessment notlces does
not mateh the square lootage des-
ignated by their bullders or. archl-
tects,

Babb sald the square toatage on
which assessments are based are

their cathedral cellings are added
into sguare footage for assessment
purposes.

But Babb said they have to be.
“We st themi as 1%-story. These
things add value. It's a 'way of ac-
counting for the value of it. A ca.
thedral ceiling will change some of
the square foolage.”

TO RESIDENTS who said they

exterior di 3 also
were angry when they realized that

whether their houses, in
the $300,000° range, were.amang

those to carry the tax burden, Babb
said, “absolutely not. The statute
talks to 50 percent of the market
value whether it’s a $500,000 house
or a $50,000, That's the only consid-
eration,”

Even though Babb will speak
with residents Tuesday, he urges
them 10 appeal their assessments
10 the board of review. Appealing
on the local level also wlll preserve
residents’ right to appeal to the
state Tax Tribupal.

Appeals can be made in persen
or by letter. Appointments can be
made by calllng the assessor's off-
fce at 473.9584, =~ |

Assessment notices went out a
week ago: The majority of residens
tial property owners were expect-
ed to receive an assessment in-
crease ranging between 3 and 8
pereent. Residential assessments

fncreased an average of 5 ptreent
this year.
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27716 W. 7 Mile Ra.. 2 Blocks West of inkster

NEXUS 538-1044

>

Ay u((

|

LTSN

AMan’s Gotta Do
What AMan's
GotiaDo
Allyoung men have
one responsibility in
common. They have teo
register with Selective
Service within 30 duye ot
their 18th birthday 7t
quick 'seasy Andi's
the law

Apublic service messae sl g ul
aunn and Seles e Sersace Sy

Friday
Saturday March
Sunday March

For futher Information, please
contact the City of Piymouth
Parks & Recreation Dept.
455-6620
525 Farmer St.
Plymouth

LOSE WEIGHT WITH ACUPUNCTURE

You'vo probatily 116d (o 1030 woight with all tho usuat ways. Acupunc:
lure 18 an anciont Onenlal way of therapy. It has peaven very helphl in
troaling many of madorn day problems and discases Losing werght 1s
©ono of Ihem. NOW 13 Iho ime 10 make a chango nd lase weighi with
6cupunciure. For further ilormation, CALL

to take
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expect," Anderson said.

The pair also want to check the
fax rate rollback under the 1978
Headlee Tax Limitation Amend-
ment. Though voters approved a
half-mill in 1985 for five years, each
year the tax was levied, it was at
less than a ‘half-mill (except for the
first year) because of the rollback,

*I want to make sure that If it
starts again at 0.5 mli), It will be
spent properly,” Anderson said.

After a first glance at the city’s
financlal documents, Anderson satd
Friday morning that he was pleased
with what he saw. The city main-
tained the tax below the Headlee
limit during the former five-ycar pe-
riod, he said. I see they. are respon-
sive to the taxpayers wanting to
keep them {taxes) down,” Anderson
added.

Dennis Fitzgerald, parks and ree-
reation commission chairman, was
unavailable for comment.

Fitzgerald contacted Headlee and
Anderson as the ax was falling on
iwo Farmington Public Schools’ mil-
lage requests Feb. 5, Flizgerald has
sald he contacted the (wo because he
wants them (o have the facts of how
parks and recreation’ maney was
spent in the five-year period and how
revenue from the proposed half-mill
for eight years would be spent, if ap-

. proved by voters.

Headlee due

stand

HEADLEE AND Anderson took Is-
sue with the school millage propos.
als, which . were defeated
overwhelmingly Feb. 5. They spent
upwards of $10,000 in what they
called an informatienal campalgn
about the school budget and tax pro-
posals.

The city’s original half-mlll levy
was approved by voters in 1985 and
expired July 1990.

If approved, the proposed levy
would generate aboul $5.6 wlllion
over eight years. The elght-year ac-
tion plan, which provides voters with
an Idea of projecis to be financed by
the moncy, has an estlmated $10.9-
million price-tag. City afficlals hope
the difference can be financed with
state grants.

The plan includes land acquisition,
development of ballfields and soccer
fields, bike paths, senior-adult cul.
tural factlitles and pregrams, Herl.
tage Parks improvements, some de-
velopment, such as a picnic arca and
entrance rozd, on the Peltz-Michigan
Department of Transportation prop-
erty, and the expansion of the city-
owned San Marina Golf Course.

The plan also Includes the pur-
chase of a roving recreational pro.
gram trailer, the purchase of vehi-
cles for sentor citizen recreation and
the leasing or contracting of a facill-
ty or programs for teens,

Schools hold kindergarten,
preschool signups this week

Registration for Farmington
schools kindergarten programs will
take place throughout this week and
preschool registration .1s cngoing
through March 20.

Parents have a choice when en-
rolling 5-year-olds for kindergarten.

They may choose the program in
their home elementary school or a
center program at one of the early
childhood centers, Alameda or Fair-
view,

Although goals and objectives arc.

the same In all kindergartens, the
centers offer an  environment
focused on young children.

Kindergarten registration  wil)
1ake place at all elementary schools
and at the Alameda and Fairview
cenlers Monday-Friday, March 11-
15.

‘Call Alamedir, 489.3808; Fairview,
489-3799; or Farmington Commumity
School, 4893374,
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. SPRING
ARTS & CRAETS
SHOW

March 15- 11 am-6 pm

FREE ADMISSIONV

TR\

16 11 am-6 pm
17 12 pm-5 pm

Of Our New
KITCHEN &
BATH
SHOWROOM

Complete displays in

traditional and contemparary

styling. Shown with appliances,

plembing fixtures and

Corlan counters,

Open 10-8 daily
10-4 Sat.

A . : =
QD¢ Giulio Kitchens & Baths 422
$3250 W. Six Mile (at Farmington Rd.) Livonia, M1 48152

FREE ESTIMATES

We’re happy to announce the opening
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SILHOUETTES BY SALLY NEWCOMB

For yaur appointment in Eivonia, call 5917696 ext. 236
AMarch 19,20 22 and 23, 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
AMarch 20, 12:00 p.m.~700 pon,
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