STREET CRACKS

Tolsch:

Comedy

her way

By Bob Sadler
spoclal writer

It could be said that Adrianne

Taisch woke up one day to discover -

she had talent.

She didn't really have a cholee.

“When 1 wus a kid, ‘my parents
would wake me up in the middle of
the night to entertain their {riends,”
Tolsch explained. “That was my in-
troductlon to performing. 1 would
stand there in my nighties and
mouth the words to a Jerry Lewis
;ccord. They thought this was great
un.”

Now, this Breoklyn native enter-
tains on her own terms, and she's
doing just fine, thank you.

A 15-year veteran of the stand-up
circuit, . Tolsch was originally a
graphic artist and painter. She
claims to have graduated from
Brooklyn College with “the most
useless degree in the world” — in art
history.

“I'll match it against any sociolo-
gy or pelitical science degree,”
Tolsch said. “The phone never stops
ringing for jobs. That's why I'm
doing this now,” -

Tolseh's credits over the years in-
clude a number of television appear-
ances, including VH-1's “Stand-up
Spatlight,” “Caroline’s - Comedy
Hour," and a Lifetime {eature. She
was named Outstanding Female Co-
median for 1990 by the Manhattan
Association of Cabaret Artists and
has tourvd with many comedy and

musical acts, including - fellow
Brooklyn _native 'Andrew ' “Dice”
Chv .

DESPITE ALL lhc negative press .

Clay
things 10 sa:

received, Tolsch had good
bout the Diceman.

1 adore Andrew.” she said, 1
don’t judge bis act. | don't judge any-
body's act. He was wonderful to
work with.”

On-stage. Tolsch likes to interact
with her audieace. It allows her to be
ercative i Uhe devtlopment of mate-
rial.

“A lot of what ] do is written on
stage,” Tolsch said. “My background
is half improvisational theater and
half big mouth. I've always had a big
moulh.”

She also does a number of charac.
lers in her act, mostly members of
her family, and wondered aloud if
they would go over well with the De-
troil audience.

“They're Brooklyn pcoplu
hope 1 den't seare them.”

so 't

Talsch has reachied the pointin her
comedic career where she can be
picky about the plices she pl She

“pred nately performs in the New
Yurk tnetropoltan area, at clubs
like The [mprovisation and Danger-
field's, or in large casino showrooms
in Atlanue City, Las Vegas and

CReno_

T luve ¢asino towns becaose 1 just
Tove sequins,” Tolseh Sad. "I'm a
freak for glitter
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ve always had a big mouth,"”

THE BEST (but hy no means only)
testimonial about her humor comes
{rom another funny persen — a co-
median {and Detroit favorite) named
Bill Scheft. Tolsch met Scheft during;
her slint as creative directer at the
New York club, Catch a Rising Star.

They are now hushand and wife.

By Bob Sadler
special wrlter

What has made America laugh
over the years?

A few answers to that question
were provided recently at Henry
Ford Museum, Dearborn. through its
special set of programs, "Giggles,
Gags and Guffaws™ Two centuries
of American humor were sury d
in a varicty of performancus,
its, audio/video presentations ,md
audience interaction programs.

“We wanted to recoghize that hu-
mor Is a very important part of
American culture,” snld Jim VanBo-
chove, the s dcvclupc
s how
used humor as an escape when times
arc tough, and just enjoyed ourselves
when the good times rofled.”

Many of the ptaces where we find

humor today had their origins n a
bygone eri. 2 connection that was
apparent during many of the pro-
grams preseated Television silcoms,
can be traced back to the "Golden
Age of Radio,” and many hasd the ap-
portunity to listen 1o excerpts from
some of that medium’s biggest slars
— comedy teams like Boh and Ray
and Lum and Abner,

THE  SLAPSTICK

techmiques |

neghtened by the advent-of motion--= f-—
CALL ATTORNEY JOHN MOONEY ON HIS NEW

LEGAL TALK SHOW. : .

pictures were displayed. featuring
the silent movie clowns like Charlie
Chaplin, Buster Keaton and Hurold |

“There's no jealously between s,
Scheft said of thewr comedian mar-
riage, “because she’s funnier.”

“He's the best guy,” Tolsch re-
sponded humbly. [ pay hum heavily.
but he reilly is the best. We really
love the fact that we're hath com-
10

‘This program shows
how we've used humor
as an escape when
,hmes are fough

SeBocnne

Lloyd and later stary hhe W
Fivlds, Laurel and Hardy. the Marx
Brothers and Abbott and Castello

One of the most populac programs.
n the two-day event gave one and
all the chance to learn the Charlie
Chaphn “walk." Particularly popu-
lar with the kids, this program fea-
tured Joe Vitale - an the Little
Trawmp

The comedy club cireurt that hax
sprung upan the last decade has been
often referred to the new vaude-
ville ™ & ghmpse of the old vaude-
ville, which reached sts pinnacle 1
the first two decades of this century
was provided 1 another of the
events two offerings, an interactive
program where anyone had the
chanve 10 get on stage and learn o
CLussie annig-iand-danee bit

Adrianne Tolsch's comedic background is halt improvisational |hm1|r.‘r and half" big mouth,
she said. .

Adranne Tolseh appears Tues-
duy through Saturday, March L2.
16, at \lu rk Rudtey's Comedy (Cus-
te, Fourth. Royal Qak
Shou mvu s are 8,30 p m. Tuesday
through Thursday; 8§30 and 11
pm Frday and Saturday For
“eaerrations, cull 5420900

Laughs linger over years

Poking fus at the activities i the
nation’s capital has always been pop-
ular, and the forerunner of today’s
political humarists hke Pat Paulsen,
Mark Russell. Will Durst and Dennis
Miller-had to be Wil Rogers Actor
Sam Jungermann brought Rogers to
Ife for the kend and proved that
things  haven't changed much n
Wishingtan e the 60 years or so
TE | It starts with
cer’ and ends With an Investiga-
ten,” Jungermann sad in once of
Rogers' more timeless one-liners

Ameng the olher programs and
activities available durlng the week-
end for the 4,000 who went through
the turnshiles were the opportunity
to make your own clown hat and
Iearn about the history of clowning.
the vhance 20 hear a tall tale or twao,
and view a discusston and display on
poltical and mher forms af cartoon-
g
“We chose things that were hist
1cal but also refiveted our audience,
VanBochove  concluded  “Rather
than deng a full-blown exhibit, we
took some small aspects of kumor
and v b audien chanee to be
wmvolved
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QUIZ: Fill in the missing word

Light My

A
- ENTR

Name
Addresy

Val Kimgr $1as as singer yneist-
poet Jim Kornsan, the Doors”
engmatic front man who ded at
age 27 totlowana a very 1ast pubie
Ite of psy ehedelic musictanship
4z subsiance abuse”

1o ihe followlng Doors song ta win:
Life B} Fire C} Heart
Y FORM. - —-———

COMEDY CLUBS

Here are listings of sume come-
dy clubs in our area. To lel us
know whe is appearing at your,
club, ‘send the information to
Comedy Listings, Qbserver & Feo
centric  Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Lyvonia 46150, |
® CHAPLIN'SEAST

Ed Flla will appear Tuesday-Sat-

urday, Mareh 12-16, at Chaplin’s
East, 34244 Groesbeck, Fraser. Show
tises are 8:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Thursday: 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For reservations, call
7921902,

. ® MAINSTREET

Tim. Cavagaugh will perform
Wednesday-Saturday, March 13.16,
at MainStreet Camedy Showcase,
314 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor Show
times are 830 and 11 pm Friday
and 7, 9 and 11 p.m. Saturday. For
information, call 996-9080

@ COMEDY CASTLE

Adriance Tolsch will perform
Tuesday-Saturday, March 12416, at
the. Comedy Castle, 264 E Fourth.
Royal Qak. Show time 1 B.30 Mon-
day mrough ‘Thursday and 830 and
11 pm day and Saturday. For
reservations, call 542.9560

"7
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® BEA'S COMEDY CLUB
Skeeter Murry. Downtown Tony
frown and Tim Lilly wil perform
Friday-Saturday, March 15-16. at
Bea's Comedy Club, 541 Larned. De-
troit Show times are 830 and 11
pm For tnfermation. call 961-2581

® HOLLY HOTEL

Norm Stalz will appear along with
Lisa Goich and Kelth Roff Thurs-
day-Saturday, March 14-16. at Holly
Hatel. 110 Battie Alley. Hnlly For
reservations, call 634 1891

® LAUGHTER HOURS .

Tim Castello and Mark Tripp will
perform Wednesday, March 13, ar
Hurley's 1n Northficld Hilton, 5600

Crooks Road, at 1-75, Troy. For in-
formation, call 879-2100.

® JOEY'S LIVONIA

Doctor Gonze will perform .uunp
with Tom Huffbourer angd Jim
McClain  Wednesday-Saturduy,
March $3-16.at Joey's Comedy Club,
Plymouth Hoad between Wayne and
Levan roads, Livonia. Show times
are 830 pm. Wednesday, 9 pm
Thursdsy and Friday and 830 and
10:30 pm. Saturday. For informa.
1. call 261-0555
@ JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

Mark Eubagksd  will  pertornr
Wednesday-Saturday, March 13-18
uat Joey's Comedy Club and Sports
hnpunum 15246 Southfield Roud,
Allen Park Show ymes sre 830 pm
Wednesday and Thursday and B anag
10 30 p my, Friday and Saturday For
information, ¢all 382-704?

® JOEY'S AT THE ROXY

Brent Cusbman  will  performy
Wednesday-Saturda, arck’ 1514,
at The Roxy, Haggerty Road. near 1
93. Bellevilie For wnformation. call
699-1829

® MISSKITTY'S.

Joe Dunckel will perfo
Tommy Chenn Thursda
March 14:16. at Miss Kitty's € nrm-d\
Club, Long Branch, 595 N Lapecr
Road, Oxford For mformation, tatt
628-R500

® LOONEY BIN
Allen Enlaw witl perform Friday-
Saturday, March 15-16, 4t the Loo
oey Bin Comedy Club. 1635 Glen.
Walled Lake For information
1 H69-9374

® DUFFY'S

Bob Posch Cumxd\ Show will por-
form at 9 pm oand 11 pm Frdays
amd Saturdays at Dutfy's, asa; L
lex Lake Road, Union Lake
s1on 1y §7 Fornformiation, c.xll 3‘3 3-
9469 i -
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Ono of the most poputar programs at “'Giggles, Gags and Gul-
faws™ was learning the Charlie Chaplin “walk™ from Joe. Vitale

as “the Littte Tramp,"

(RO W

Tuesday, March 12 - Sunday, March 17
JOE LOUIS ARENA

Thursday, March 14 is

FANNY PACK NIGHT
Free Fanny Pack to the first 2000 kids 12 and under
at the 7:30 performance

Sponsored by

WXON  @tmaer & Ereentine
WG el T

TICKETS $13, $10 & $8 (limited VIP seats available)
at Joe Louls Arena Box Office & all r~=staammm Centers

CHARGE BY PHONE (313) 645-6666

Group Seles discounts 1313 5677474

Geoen] Info (313: 567 6000




