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memories of people from Michigan
farms, offices and factorics who
heeded the summons to military
service during America's five foreign
wars, from the Spanish-American War
to the Victnam contlict.

Michigan's Own is unique: it is the
only repository in the country devoted
10 the wartinie experiences of one
siate’s people.

It is not, however, a museum of
war: not an archives dedicated ta the
strategies or the killing machibery of

© battle. It is instead, a shrine 10

“ordinary lives caoght up in
—sometimes ended by—ihe

- extmordinary experience of war. Tt is
also an eloquent statement about the
-passing of time, and the debt fater

© generations owe (o those thal preceded
them and helped preserve our
freedom. : o

The museum, Jocated in .

* Fiankenmuth, holds more thaa 200
exhibits, cach devated 1o 2
Michigan-bred soldier, swlor, or
airman, Youthful faces peer at a -
visitor from photographs on the walls
and in the display cases. Some are
accompanicd by pictures of 1be fral
old men the young soliliers became.
Some of the faces—of thase swho
fell—-are frozen exclusively and
farever in young mianhood .

A powerful seasation of bygone
times, distant places and despetate \
struggles clings to the fabric uf the ald . . o
utifumas on digplay, The gamnents, . . ’ : .
the sundry. aceessories of brass and -
legther the soldiess used, the bale
souvenins and citations they
received—all of these lease a visitor
pendening the men wud women mue
than the wars \

The antifacts communicate 3 sense” . gt Bon
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men and women, They make him

waonder if the salilivrs were wumately o

able 10 do what they-did-fevaus

somewhere in theis souls they
undenstood they were doing it for hum,
The displays at Michigan's Own
retlect American mshtary adventures,
crusades and tragedies of the last |
century through the personal histories
ol people who, in the inexosable press
of day-to-day life, might otherwise he
forgotten . -
Michigan's Own focuses not just
o1t the past or on combat, however. It
honors alsa the peacetime bravery of
Michigan astronawts, including
Commander Roger Chatfee of Grand
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