‘Safeguarding Great Lakes ghosts

E——

Julic Cawdler . Allan Hayes
As o baater cruising the sparkling
blue waters of the Great Lakes, you
¢ little 10 remind you of the
mysteries, the dramas and the ghosts

. that rest in placid gloom beneath your

baat. Bul knowing some of the history
can donble the fascination for both -

beaters and scuba divers. .
More than 5,000 shipwrecks have

been authenticated in these Jakes.

Most are believed 1o have happened -

<during October and Novemer stonns

aed before the advent of modern

“mavigational equipment. They are
-undenwater time capsules of the day. s

preceding rail and auto travel, when
the Iakes were Michigan's great
lugnm;

“In recent years Michigan has set
astde (so far) seven bottomland

- preserves 1o safeguasd these ghostly

moments in tinme (see information
about the areas and tourist i
accommoxdations at the close of this
story). As of now, less than half the -+
weeeks have been located and
explored. Although well- -preserved in
the cold fresh water, many have been
stripped of marine gear and other.
historical artifacts. Some wooden hutls
-have beea removed to make fumiture.

To prevent such atrocitics,
Michigan passed Public Act 184 of
1980, providing for bottomband
preserves and preventing the stripping -
nl‘\hlp\ucckx

Says Tom Graf, water quality

" specialist with 1he Dq).nmmm of

Nutueal Resources, “The Iaw forbids
the removal of artifacts without o
permit. The diven' elhic is changing
: Wy - - frol finder's keepers
ve 1t alooe and observe il in
Plice. 1 all the itenis are sight ool on
the deck---shoes, plates in the galley
and pots and pans---they aded ta the

“diving experience.”

Each waeck bas iy own story,
although many lost 1o history, On
aldovely evening in August o 1868,
the passenger steanier Pewahy
down-bound in Like Huron, h
for Cleveland. Passengers were
telaxing i staned glass salons
Turnished with marble “topped
rasewood tables, Lo

The passengers aboand her sister
st the Mereor? were dinciiiy o't
Ahips band as she approached the
Pesabie from the somh, not many
hours ol of Detron,

"I was just begantung to gt :I ik
when Isaw the lights of the Mereor
Appreaching o reads 1he account of
Pewabre Captain George Perry
MeKay. T pave onders (o stop the
starboard engane and hold e sieenng
wheel lumd, We stulted wheels thiee
tires 1o clear the Merear. Then cune
the crish The Mereee didn't ssnk, The
Pewabie dued.”
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Childnen and grownups struggled
to hold onto wreckage until the )
survivors were rescued at diwa,
Altogether, 125 were Killed. 11 was the
Geeat Lakes’ seventh wonst disaster.

Today the Pewabic rests on the
Iike bontom and a half miles east
ol the Alpena County shoreline. Shie
lies, intact and vpright, 165 feet
underwatec i the 288 square-mile
Thunder Bay Great Lakes State
Bottomland 'reserve between 'ﬁnlxlll
Point and Middfe Island.

The area, noted for its
unpredictable and intemperate nature,
is known as "shipwreck alley.” More
than (00 major sweeeks lie éathis
treacherous shoal-haunted streich of -
water. Every tocal boater is aware of
the snaggle-toothed sock-reefy
surrounding Middle Island at the
north. A shees enck swalk ueder the
waters along Thunder Bay Ishuwl lis
left ships” wreckage scaltered along s

base.

It was in [llc Straits of Macking RIS
that the brigantine Sundusky met her
fate. She was built in 1845 in
Sandusky, Ohio. She is 110 fect tong,
has two masts and a scroll figurehend.
She lefi Chicago on Sept. 16, 1866 .
and 100k seven men with her when she
went down two days Jater in a violent
gale westof wha is fnow the Blp, Mac -
Bndbc.

Afler her discovery by a spon
diver in recest years, the Sundisdy
suffered the illegal siapping of her

* dishes, tools, belaying pins and other

antifacts. Still, divers woday can
explore her well-preserved interior
arkd observe her broken masts,

She is pan of the Straits of
Mackinac Underwater Preserve, It
covers [48 square mifes of the walers
connecting Lakes Michigan and
Huron at the wop of Michigan's mitjen.
Ttextends to the westem shores of
Mackinac and Bois Blanc Islands. The
arcais believed 1o cantain mare

wreeks per square mile than sy other
i the Jakes. Tty shoals and reels forced
navig:
merging currents suxd wind forces.

Two shipwreeks with dranny
stories test i the Thumb Area
Botomtand Presesve, a .
276-square-mile gravevanl streiching
northward from the shores near
Hurbor Beach 1o Pointe aux Rargues.

The finstis the K. G. Coburn,a
passenger propeller that foundered six
miles off Harbor Beach in 1871, A -
heavy Qetober gade tore off her rudder
‘inthe trough of the sea.

In true seafaring tradition, her

captain stood with his hand on the ral

and went down with his ship. He was
- among 15 crew members and 16
passengers who lost their lives. She

ors to steer atight course amid

sits intact ronw in 22 tnlhmn\ of Lake
- Hugon,

A violent Nov cmlwr stonn an
1966 conquered the Daneel 7~ Moy i,
arcaging 603-foof Like freighter on et
Tast voyage of the season. She wig
hlown :ildv\\nyx i the waves, broke in
o and foundered off the Thwb,

The nnly sunvivor wis g youny
wheelhouse hard named Denms Hale.
He recalled clinging to the slup™s tront
hall while the rear, s engies

-churming uocontrolled, repeatedly
ranimed xlw front halt, thrasny

" erewtmen into fgil waler. Hale une
tosuniey ralt for 36 hogs while, o
hy nne, his companions lllﬂm‘u! alt

and dhied. The sl now restyan pea, e,
Just beyand the penmeter of the
Thumb Arca Preserve.

.. A buoy marks the location of e
mystery schoonet 8 eadeauhi a the
Alges Unidenwvater Preserve. [ty an the
Seuth Shore of Fake Supenos near
Munising inthe Upper Peninsula, This
LE3-squaresmile preserve suzroumds
Grard Island and borders on Pretured
‘Rocks Natueal Lakeshore,

" The Dreadnaught is 150-font,
S500-ton ore carsier that wear down 1)
_(they hink } the 880 She sank i 30
feet of waler in Murray B:l). vy

acargo of iron ore.

One theary of ber demise 1s that
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