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MOVING PICTURES.

David Mereill (Robert DeNiro)
questioning during the House Un-American

lashes. out at

“Guilly by Suspicion.”

in a scene from

DeNiro shines in ‘Guilty’

By Dan Greenberg
speciat writer

Hollywood is — and always was
— a wonderous place. But beneath
Hallywood's slick surface, decay, de-
cadance and despair. run’ rampant
and largely unnoticed by the general
public.

‘The saddest of those chapters be-
gan in 1947 when the House Un-
Amerlean Activities Commiltee be-
gan investigating communist influ-
ence in the motion picture industry,
HUAC thrashed around and thrashed
the fllm ifdustry to make political

. capital — the profit of one commit-
tee member — Richard Nixen — is
obvious,

So deep were the wounds of the
HUAC investigation — and the
blacklist that followed once the Su-
preme Court refused to overturn the
Hollywood 10’s conviction for con-
tempt of Congress - that only six
feature-length films have been made

picting the emotlonal havoc wrought
on the. individual. The fact that he
was a major figure in Hollywood
made no difference. Merrill's life
and carecr are destroyed by the ae-
cusation. Llke so many pcople of
that time, he was “Guilty by Suspi-
cian.” .

As it constantly swirls around
Merrili, the camera emphasizes his
tenuous, ever-shifting position at the
vortex of -these forces. But despite
the emotlonal, political and produc-
tion qualitics, it is DeNiro’s bravura

perfarmance as a man fighting for -

his life and carcer that makes '
“Guilty by Suspicien” such a
worthwhile, compelling film.

The performance Is a good reason
to tout DeNiro as Amelca's greatest
contemporary actor. E

“ There are some abrupt transitions
in the film which might have been
smonthed over .and there is one
strange fault quite a few production
moments and references are made

corporation which is covering up
fuulty ignition switch that led to ex-
plosion and death of wife and child
of Hlackman's cliem.

It's largety cliched and predicta-
ble but-Hackman and Mastrantonio
hold viewers' attenticn. It may not
be the "world's - greatest courtroom
drama, but it's worth s T

ALTERNATIVE MOVIE

By John Monaghan
spocial writer .

of her Ann Arbor-based halrdressing
salon, “We weren't being fair to

When [ visited the screening com-
mittee of the Ann Arbor Film Festl-

:val at this time 1ast year, it was up

to its cars in {ilm canisters. And the
bleary-eyed cinephlles still had sev-
eral more nights of viewing ahcad.
This time around, with entry dead-
lines a month carlier, the aimos-
phere Is a bit mare relaxed. Many of
the almost 300 entries, according to
festival dicector Vieki Honeyman,
stil] come in late, .
“We didn’t want ta stay up until
twa in the morning for slx weeks be-
fore the festival,”" sald Honeyman,

" who screens titles in the back reom

CENE

many because we were
so tired.” . .

The 29th annual Ann Arber Film
Festival begins Tuesday at the Mich-
igan Theatre and runs through
Winner’s Night on Sunday. Independ-
ent filmmakers from around the
world compete in the oldest festival
of its kind in North America,

“THERE ARE a Jot of experimen-
tal films this year, less narratives
and mere animation,” said Honey-
man. “To me, they're all little po-
ems.” .

Fest highlights experiments

silovsky joins images of the Tennes-
see city with a free-form poem.
What Memphis nceds, she says, is
B.B. King, Beale Street, B.B. guns.
What it doesn't need is the death of
Martin Luther King Ir.

Stephen Mims’ “Aunt Hallie" is an
old weman who thinks a spent con-
dom on her front Jawn has Infected
her with a disease. She lmits her
contact with objects and people and
even cats dinner while surrounded
by a plastic wrap bubble.

Perhaps the best film of the halt
dozen I screened was "“Choreography
for Copy Machine.” Portland, Qre.-

- based Chel White, whose flilms have

In the six-minute “What
Needs,” L.A:filmmaker Alexls Kra-
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DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200

Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 832-
2730 for Information. (§5)
7 “My Twentieth Century” (Hun-
gary — 1988), 7 and 9:30 p.m, March
22-23 and 4 and 7 p.m. March 24, Be-
ginning with Edlson’s demonstration
of clectricity, this frec-wheeling new
film from Hungary follows a pair of
mixed-up twins, one who grows into
a femme fatale, the other into a
bomb-throwing anarchist. ($5/audi-
torium)

“Midnight Shadow" (USA — 1939),
1'p.m. March 21, 22 and 24. Two jun-

. about the subject

But now Irwin Winkler has written
and directed a superb account of
that period and the ways in which
greed for political power and profes-
sional success use fear and destroy
lives.

-“Gullty by Sisplclon” (A, PG-13,
100 minutes) carefully blends the ac-
tiral players of this sad drama with a
fictiona) target of all the terror
HUAC musicered (n the name of
Americanism.,

"Gullty by Suspicion™ centers on a
fictional. character, charismatic,
well-regarded director David Mer-
rilt (Robert DeNiro), whe is named
by a colleague under duress.

WHILE EFFECTIVELY repre-
senting the patitical turmoil of the
early '50s, the fllm is at its best de-

. site,

o e 1953 MaTHy Monroc-Jane
Russell film. “Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes.” This is bothersome since
most of “Guilty by Suspicion” is set
in1951."

Despite those  distractions, De- -

Niro's exclting, entertaining, power-
{ful performance is not to be missed.
Gene Hackman's latest, “Class Ac-
tlon™ (C R, 10§ minutes) s a disap-
pointing, large-screen “L.A. Law"
episade. Hackman and Mary Eliza-
beth Mastrantenio are father and
daughter. Both are attorneys with
daughter reacling to father's bad
treatment of her mother. Whatever
father does, daughter docs the oppo-

HE'S PLAINTIFF. attorney in a
product liahility suit while daughter,
employed by large firm, defends evil
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lor detectives (Richard Bates and
Buck Woods) plt thelr resovrces
against an ol company that’s not
above hiring hit men to obtain oil
rights from uncooperative. owners.
With the short “Boogic Woogic
Dream” (USA — 1040), featuring
Lena Horne .and Teddy Wilson, As

“ part of the DFT’s ambitious serjes of

Afrlean  Amerlcan Independent
films. ($3.50/recital hall). .
HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Ave,,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for informa-
tion. (free)

“Rooney” "(Britain -1958), 7 p.m.
March 13; An lIrish garbage man
(Jehn Gregson} and tady’s man tries
desperately 10 avold the altas, Barry
Fitzgerald also stars.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mlle and
Middlebelt roads, Livonia, Call 476-
1166 for information. {free)

“Knights of the Round Table"
(USA — 1854), 10 2.m. March 19. The
King Arthur legend recounted once
“again, with Robert Taylor, Me; Ferr-
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TONCOLLINS

Tickets: §35 and S

‘- One Performance Only!
Friday, MAY. 17+ 8:00 pm
JOE LOUIS ARENA
50 on sale now
it the Box Office and all rexalfisrea
weinding Hudsous and Harmony House

CHARGE BY PHONE
(313) 645-6666
Group Sales Information
{313) 567-747+4
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