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Mike Benak called his boss, Gary Anosh-
ka, from Washington, D.C,, last weekend
with good news, The Pentagon gave them
the green light. Anoshka was elated.

Now, before you start thinking (hls is a
story about ansther milltary contract for
high priced hardware, think again. The
green light was for the hanging of “The
Storm Is Over* In the building. B

“The Storm Is Over?” Yep,,you read it
right. The military brass were receptive to
putting vp a poster in its hallowed halls, a
poster that Anoshka [s selling whalesale for
less than $10. And you {hought the top brass
couldn’t manage money.,

king on a red, wh

“The Storm Is Over” js the work of
Anoshka's company, G.A. Design, better
known for the menus it creates than
posters, But with the revival of. patriotic
fervor, Anoshka decided to do something
for the troops.

The idea started fermenting in late Janu-
ary. Working with artist Gary Redfern, and
with_ input from everyone from his- wlife
Mary 1o Benak, he came vp with the design.

"1 didn't want just an cagle,” Anoshka
said. "But I wanted something simple with
the olive branch to symbolize peace: 1
wanted to dedlcate it to the people of
Desert Strom, but I didn’t want to alienate
the Vietnam vets.”

THE FINISHED piece dances with color
and detail — A bright sun slowly rises over
the descrt sands; storm clouds part to Te-

. veal a starry late night sky. A bald cagle,
sporting the Stars and Stripes, Is perched
on an olive iree, its talons firmly gripping a
twisted limb. In its beak is the symbolic
olive branch.

But there's more to it. The number of
stars on the cagle’s shoulders and stripes
mixed into the wing feathers match the 13
Stars and Stripes of the original flag.

* Gary Anoska (left), president of G.A.
done by artists Gary Redfern (right).

Blended into the bark of the twisted tree
ll]mh are the colors and stars of the Iraqi
flag. . M
‘Fhe poster s a myriad of color. néd!nm
used more than 500 colors, applylng them
by airbrush and by hand to a bristle tllus-
tration board. A World War II history buf(,

Redfern even dressed In fatigues to get a

feel for the work ,

AL 38, the Ypsilanti resident is excited
about e finished piece, exclted at the
prospect of it being scen throughout the
country, excited at the thought — OK,
dream — of it hanging in the White House.
That's one uf Anoska’s goals.

It speaks well for a man who describes
himself as a “strect artist.”

“My work hanging in the White House
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MIKE BENAK

Design, looks over 1he finished ariginal artwork for “The Storm Is Over,”

- . . Wow, what a blast to my ego,” Red-
fern said. “I'm just an artist. 1 wasn't for-
mally trained; I'm just 2 street artist. Fve
been dolng 1t since I was six. It’s all self-
taught. I learned by observing." .

ANOTHER OF Redfern's work can be
seen at the Yankee Air Force Museum at
Willow Run Airport. A last minute entry in
a contest, he was selected to paint'the fig.
ure head of the Yankee Lady on the nosc of
a B-17 bomber the YAF is restoring.

Anoshika has other dreams. He would like
to get the signature of Desert Storm com-
mander Gen. Norman Swartzkopt on one of
the posters and — in his “extreme dreams”
— print several million copics of "The
Storm Is Over."

The idea for the poster began fermenting
in fate January at the height of the air war.
Working with rough sketches, the two Gar-
ys considered using F-I5 fighters In the il-
lustration, but shelved it. Too ane-side, ac-
cording to Anoshka, a Livonia resident.

Nervousness tock over as the ground war
started and it became apparent it would be
a.rout. And it was “'panic city.” when the
cease fire was announced. In'a push o get
the poster done, other jobs took a back seat.
On March 9. the first 9,000 {inished copies
of the poster rolled off the press.

By Manday morning. Anoska was elated
with initia) response te the poster. Local
vendors were scooping them up 1o so)l i
ther stores and Benak, on a two-week

ue piece
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swing throughout the country, reported the
Pentagen was displaying the poster.

It's good news, indeed, for Anoshka who
started G.A. Design after losing his job with
the Ford Motor Co. tn the fater '70s. .

ARMED WITH a $175 used plate burner,
he set up shop In the basement of bis house.
Neighbors called it the House of Franken-
stein because of the cerie white light that
would emit from the basement windows
each time he made a plate for the printing
press.

He was ready o give it up when he land-
cdg $3,500 contract to design a menu. One
thing led to another and now he has more
than 700 clients, including Machus Red
ox, The Palace ol
riott to pame a fow,

This isn't the first time Anoshka has
printed a poster tied in with 3 major event.
A visit by Pope John Paul 11 prompted the
publication of a Solidarity poster, but 1t -
tame to late 10 cash in un “pope-abilia.” It
did make its way to Rome and Anoska did
received a thank you letter for the pope's
sceretary. .

“I've gol a good team here,” Anoshka'
said, heaping praise on the crew that
helped miake “The Storm Is Over” a reality.
1 wanted to show that we (The U.S.) were
strong and we did.”

For now, Anoshka plans on having the
original artwork framed. Me's "already
matted ) 4o red and blue and plans on add-
ing a white frame. If it can be arranged,
he'd like to present it o President George
Hush. It not, it'1l hang in the office of G.A.
Design.

“He did a wonderful job," he said. sue-
veying Redfern’s artwork.

For more miformation ahout “The
Starm s Over,” contact G.A Design at
K 1 W Warren, Dearborn Heights, or
111
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Marje Silk's work -has
appeared in numerous publi-
facl. a photo she
took ol a siatuc in the spray
a fountain
brook Educational Communi-
ty was on the cover of Cran.
brook’s 1989.90
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TEpashoat to the max,” she s 1
Y L0 capluce same magie on (he
anage My enthusiasm lifts me o
another level Tt gves me <ueh o
high

S the awards, sales  and
achievernents that have frequentiy
marked her so-shorl cazeer And . he
see many more npfestones ahead
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quest to let my ahility soar ™
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