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Hills police department
swears in 2nd chaplain

By Joanne
stait weiter

Becoming a chaplain for the
Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment Is a fulfillment of one of the
Rev. Ralph Rebandt’s dreams.

“We, as a church, have been anx-
1ous to be involved in the communi-
1y. This is one fullillment of that
dream.” said the pastor of the Oak-
lany Mills C y Church,

‘ feel the church has been pretty
much extinct from society. | want to
reach out to the community to show
the church still has the answers.’

— Rev. Rebandt

Farmir 1gton Hills police chaplain

Farmington Hibls.

As Rebandt, 32, quotes his wife,
Carol: “We want to.be a church for
the community, not just a church in
the communlty,”™

Fur the past couple of months —

HAprI

\I.mh 8 — Rebandt has been riding

—— with-police officers and -getting to

know them. “I've been asking myself
how 1 can have a positlve impact and
create a positive atmosphere.

“My personal philesophy s that 1
feed the church has been pretty much
extinct from society. ! want to reach
aut to the community to show the
church stil] has the answers,” said
Rebandt, chalrman of the Farming-
ton Hills Citizens Crime Preventlon
Advisory Committee.

REBANDT 1§ the¢ department’s
second chaplain. The Rev. Richard
Karr of Northwest Baptist Church,
Farmington Hills, is the depart-
ment’s longtime chaplain.

open door for police officers.”

Bebandt, the father of four chil-
dren, became pastor of the Qakland
Hills C ity Chareh-in-19877 1

Their duties include, among ather
things, talking with police officers,

helping palice officers notify resi- .

dents about .relatives’ injurics . or
death and assisting at police emer-
gencies and natural disasters

“The chaplains are also bere to ase
sist the department with civilian em-
ployees,”” Farmington Hills police
Chief Wiltiam Dwyer said. “There's
always a.need to have chaplains in a
department.  There's no cost in-
volved. And they always provide an

Derby excites Scout dads

Continued from Page 10
time, parents say, then everyone has
had a success.

Still, a lot of the dads, especially
those who were once Cub Scouts,
can't help but see the Pinewood Der-
by as.more than a simple race wlth
hand-made cars.

Of course, some g0 a bit to the ex-
treme. Webelos leader Joe Bender

. recalls onc father a few. years back

who took the competition so serious-
Iy that he refused to allow his son to
touch his racer. intricately designed
and balanced, and kept it tightly

packed away in a foam-filled carry-
in case.

Yu most tend to look at the race
as an opportunity to share some of
the fleeting moments of their son's
younger years in an activity that
combines woodworking skills with
the'urge to compete.
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is a member of the central coordi-
nating committee of the Farminglon
Public Scheols, a clergy representa.
tive of Farmington Familles in Ac-
tion and manages a South Farming-
ton Little League Baseball team.

flebandt’s church is the founder
and sponsor of the Annual Baseball
Fests and a host for Family Empha-
sis Serles,

1 know chaplain Rebandt will do
an excellent job. He's been very
well-received by the rank-and-file,”
Dwyer said. .
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Farminglon
Hills city
clerk Kathy
Dornan -
swears in the
Rev. Ralph
Rebandt of
1he Oakland
Hills
Community
Church as
the police
deparlment’s
second
chaplain.
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