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IY’s party

ERE IT 18 late March and spring is truly
n the ai
But even if there were 12 feet ol

saow on the ground and the mercury

time!

But booze shouldn’t be there

schuol seniors, We know that tons of work goes
inte these aftairs. The beoze-and-dope-free al-
Lasrs xeety Lo have caught on big with the gradu-
“ares

ansame

snsinge

TRTTteto . 4_stil] koo that
WS on its wi ? One day this week there
WOre LWo Sure Signs:
o A newspaper
abbut the very latest in frock:
the upeonting high school prosas.
@ A telephone call came from a Farmington-
area parent who wanted 1o know about publicity
for the all-night parties. which are now as much
o part of the graduation scene as eaps and gowns.
Ah, ves, if this is late March, 1 the high
sehnol proms and graduation parties be far down
the road? No indeed, tis abmost the season for
these annual “rites of pas
Very soon. newspaper stories will appear (if
they haven't aleea about how the faney hotels
i our area won't be allowing voung revelers to
parly down in their ablishments after the
prom or graduation
One of the more trendy hostelries in O;
County started getting tough a few springs apo,
aud others have followed suit. pledging not to
rent 10 teens un a toot. It's getting to be a peren-
ned story.

advertisement  appeared
nd tuxedoes for

NOISY YOUNGSTERS sometimes bother the
“yorporate” custamers, the innkeepers have siid
Al besides, it seems 10 have dawned on theny
thit cities like Farmington Hills have laws and
an be held responsible if drugs ar aleohol
are consumed on their propert

Apparently the good publicity about not con-
1ebuting to the downfall of our yeuth is'worth

a

Now, we'd like to think thit things are chang-
plan and carey out the all-night parties far high
I A DEMON i.‘-\Tl()Z\' of arrogance and

poverninent services
aur rookie governor shunld disgust and offend
and cut funds with hitle harm to the long eange,
peadulum of {unding priorities swings u;_ accom-
“olt state land i lsng hix censtitaents down a

much more to our hnteliers than the revenue to
ing for the better on the prom and party scene
State par

mpudence. Gov. Julin Eogler has stepped

The state’s pa: sterm belongs to all of us, (or

even the maost stouthearted budget slashers

henet of the state’s residents. Alter all, thenat-

madate those in power.

sgver n a Journey that would take decades o

Hhe gained by renting rooms.
Long and alwags, we applaud the parents who
Engler’s latest
aver the line s quixolie quest to slay
all of us to enjoy. Its vse as a politieal pawn by
Ltealogically focused adnumstrativns can shilt
utal conrse ol Americin politics dictates that the
But a0 ehet executive wha resol 1o barter
make the return tnip.

S BUDGET propueses turning over
parks tu local governments, prvate
FUMPABES OF DFEaNizZalions, As many as 18 state
parks rould he victinized by Engler's pe ard, o
curding te Department of Natural Resonrees ol-
il Wi
fesx and irresponstble behavior,

Closesl 1o home is the Rochester. Utica state
faeilities which s lingering in Engler’s sights
Other targets melude Ortonville, the upper pen-
rebie and Twin Lakes, as well as

acation jewel. Mackin and
ngler's formula for providing recrestion Wis
lod recently when he came out in wvor of
wing wetlands lor the enrichment ot i
northern Michigan resort which plans to build o

four state

CHOOL THSTR must step up tu the
Cnark and make sure semor ahizens are
mailed absentee ballots

With the disappmnting elechon lurn-
onl: penes are being deendeld by a minngity ol
Loters Thes s demoeriey al (s poorest

The complaint by some school
othicials that manling out ballots
15 expenswve for already finan.
crally strapped distriets as hypo-
crtieal.

For decades school officials
have been playing hide and seek
with seqior citizens

grosp not L—" \
alwavs friendly to distriet re- 1 i
nnests weators have depend- | J

ol on i small, pro-admin
tion electorate to decide the fate of school nul
lape issues that invelve nullions of dol 3

sireJuatifiably-appatied a1 this-reck-— should be tirunng o way o help tha

Bttt b ottt

=ittt

serons drinking at some ol thy
parties — and often it’s done with the full con-
sent of the parents or other so-called responsible
adults

Several springs agn, one of OUr BEWSpapers did
2 hig spread un proms (hefore, after and during).
and some inages have remained in our minds.

BOTTLES OFF chamipagne, or some other in-
taxicant, were in the back of the limousines that
transported the xedo- and gown-cliad young-
sters to some fancy hotel or swanky country
club
And we recall the carefully-coiffed girl who
ked from her house to the limo, her shoes in
one hand. @ bottle of buoze in the other . . . her
mother at the re; LNEra.

heard an excited young man s

And we ovi (3
he couldn’t t to get to a post-prom bas!
cause” . 1 need some aleohot in my body

Sure, these images are from several §
but anyone who thinks such scenes aren’t repeat-
el spring after spring is just fooling himself.
There is a huge prablem here for people who
care (or say ey care) aboul their chitdren

Wed like to hear smne parents say that it's not

I1 that attitude seems @ bit on the grinchy s
teens and their parents should remembes some-
tung a police officer told a group of high schoul
students one recent spring.

“Not a graduation has gone by since I've been
will the department that [ haven't buried an 18-
year-old,” the alticer said ¥
serape any ol vou ot the street this year.”

ks
budget target

Our archaic-minded leader
should heed the wisdom of David
Stead, director of the Michigan
Environmental Council: ‘The state
parks belong to the people of
Michigan and we ought to take
care of them . . . We should be’
figuring a way to help that system
instead of hurting it.'

foit conrse on the-banks of the Crystal River.

h erass disregard of our enviropment lor
combined with the trashing of eor state
stem marks Eogler as thé governor of
red

the priy

Our archaic-nunded leader shoald heed the

wisdom of David Stead, directur of the Michigan
Lnvironmental Couneyl

“The state parks beiong to the people of Mich-
ean and we ought 1o take care of them . We
yslem in-

stead of hurting it

Last sear million viaitors contntnted
$aus muthon 1o e Michigan economy by visiting
The [inest state parks systemon the cauntry Ad.
misston tees pard lor more than 70 pereent ot
park ope

Those tarthiud supporters don't deserve the
<hav tromm a state emplovee who has spenl a hie
trne deinwang a4 paveheck trom taspayers” pock.
IEN

Absentee ballots
Mail them to senior citizens

Bt that stristegy has run s course

L an era ol deelimng support for new loral tax
dollaps, 11 would behoove districts 10 sevk out
senior ciizen support Buwlding an alhance with
ors rather than tding behind a wall of svor-
ce, s the Wiser course

Same eiges have put their mnoney where then
mouths are by semhpg out absenlee hallols 1o

iR

rocitizens - automatieally for every
ton

chool districts should follow st

The reluetance of distriets s the only lactor

stapping semors lrom: heing full partieipants
the system

1t ~ehool distnets miled the ballols to semors
witheat “pamphletng™ (or a given sehool taxat
waould add eredibility to i distriet's request to the
valers by altevialing the suspieion that dislriels
Aot want a group they consider "o volers™ ge
Jechng thesr imiage

rs ago,

Engler’s job training
cuts are shortsighted

T WAS IN New York City last

week attending a meeting of the |

Commission on Skills in the Ameri-
can Workplace, the national pancl
that has attracted a lot of attention
by proposing, among other things. a
nationa) skills assessment for cvery
Kid lvaving school. I got a ton of
questions about what Gav. John En-
gler was up to, :

“Michigan used to be the national
teader in job training.” a school su-
perintendent from California said,
“but the word we get is that your
new governor is tearing that al)
apart. Has he got rocks in his head?”

Michigan's widely admired Oppor-
tunity Card program, thraugh which
people gained efficient access to a
wide variety of job training pro-
grams, was among the first pro-
grams chminated by the pew admin-
istration, .

Two people recalled asking En-
gler's chief of staff, Dan Pero, about
the cuts in job training in Michigan
“Job training is not something go
ernment should be involved with,
Pero is reparted to have said. "We'll
let the privale sector worry about
job trainiog all (hat human invest
ment stuff:

'™ CONFUSED. ! thought the
main priority of the new administra-
tion was education. Up Lo now T had
thought that job training was educa-
tlen for adults to do their jobs better
and to be more compatitive. Why,
then, 1s job training something to be
left entirely lo the private sector”

Engler himself added to my confu-
sion i an exclusive interview with
Whis newspaper. In it he suggested
that joh training money was badly
spent in the Blanchard admibistra-
tion. The phrase “political crony
ism” came up. °

Michigan’s widely.
admired Opportunity
Card program, through
which people gained
efticient access to a
wide variety of job
training programs, was
among the lirst
programs eliminated
by the new
administration.

He also argued that Michigan still
will be getting $168 million in job
trainlng money from the federa)
goveramenl, but that his administra.
tion will spend it in 2 better targeted
way.

“We don't feel the reduction of a
modesl amount of general fund sup-
port, which 1s a percentage of the to-
tal program, is not something we
can't overcome by doing a belter job
targeting _the federal doltars,” he
said. "We think we'll get more job
training. not less, out of the smaller
stment.”
is more, I gather.

WHAT IS SADDEST about ihe
wholr mess is that Engler is in the
process of throwing out the baby (the
most advanced job tralning and
human investment initiative in
America) with the bathwater (the
debris of the old Blanchard adminis-

Aratien)

In part, what's going on here is the
“not invenled here” syndrome. If
Blanchard’s administration  liked
something, Engler’s won't, by defini-
tion .

b

I
L

- /88 Philip

[ Power
But surely, at the end of the day,
that's a !nusy way to run a state. Af-
ter the initia) rush of partisanship,
most governors discover that good
ideas, regardless of origin, are

scarce and important.

MORE THAN that, the Opportuni-
ty Card system {its perfectly the em-
powerment theme now being devel-
oped by conservative theoretictans.

In providing people who want job
training services (“customers™) a
card to provide access 10 all govern-
ment  job training programs
("choice™), the system was designed
to cmpower people. Its purpose was
to turn the entire system of govern-
rment upside down, from supply-driv.
en to demand-driven, from bureau-
crat-controlled  to  customer-cons
trolled

1 cannot imagine an initative bet-
ter suited to a radically conservative
administration which has run into
trauble by appearing to be callous
and mican spirited in cutting out
human services programs.,

But then I've never been able to
figure out why less is more. Except
in politica) speeches

Pl Power ax charrman of the
company that owns s Newspa-
per. He s former chawr of the
state Job Traming Councd,

from our readers

The real
meaning
of Easter

To the vditor:
An open letter to Mr. Easter Bun-

1 knuw that you lave children and
that they love you. But someone
wants me to tell them that fie loves
them even more. .

flis name is Jesus — and He wants
children everywhere to know Him
and to understand what He did for
themn This (s the real meaning of
Easter

NHarrict Emmerling,
FarmIngton Hills

Edit was
a ‘put-down’

To the editor,

In reference ta your editarial on
March 14, . Indeed, w ¢ an or-
ginzation that counls among Its
members those with the “carporale

Naserucer

Steve Barnaby oo
Judith Doner Berne

Dick Isham .
Mark Lewis
Fred Wright

SO

image” who wear pin o stripes,
wingtips, puwer suits and pumps.

We also represent many business-
es whose owners have the tuxury of
wearing flanne] shirts and no ties.

1 will be glad to send you a copy of
our mission, goals and philosophy
which contain the word “communi-
ties™ throughout.

As far as T am awate, the busi-

esSes in our 1wo lowns have chosen
1o locate here because they like the
communitics, support them and are
concerned about what happens in
them. Many live here as well,
whether or not they travel in BMWs,

1 am surprised a1 your apparent
put-down of our really fine business
people. Certainly the Farmingion
Observer is one ol our’ important
businvsses. Two former Farminglon
cditars have been mebers of our
board of directors and your chair-
man did an outstanding Job when
speaking at our annual dinner as one
corporate business 10 others regard.
ing education,

The gentivman to whom you refer
in the editorial has olher opportunt-
ties to know what goes on in town
1le may read the Farmington Ob-
server, attend city council meetings
or school board meetlags in person,

& Eccentric Newspapers

Suburban Cammuna gt ;g
Philip Power ctiyrre
Richard Aginian pirengint

o

watch the Hills council on cable or
watch the State of the Ciiies break-
fast vn cable when it is shown as a
public service

Many membership organizations
operate as we do, holding functions
which are apen only to members and
excluding the public.

A State of the Cities breakfast at
no charge is one of the perks of
chamber  membership and  hardly
seems worthy of cditorial comment

Jody Soronen,
executive director,
Chumbee of Commerce

Opinions are
to be shared
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