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points of view

Pitch against booze
needs bit of plzazz

IF THE LAHSER High School

football team hadn’t been there, -
Peony Norton might have spu)u:n oy
to a near-empty school audltorium =~

3 Berne

Judith Doner

“It was like lecturing to. the
too bad. convey the image that drinking is
ohol __cvents are directly contrary to

How do they know what’s best?

PARDON ME IF I get off on tan.
gents like this occastonally. It's just
that some of the stuff I read about is
se incredible I can't believe it’s hap-
pening. But it is.

All over the country today, legisla-
tures are studying and often passing
“tougher” drunk driving laws. I don’t
have any generle objection to this
movement. Drunk driving [s stupid,
dangerous and sometimes fatal —
usually for the other people in-
volved.

But the good folks down in Tope-
ka, Kan., — the legislators, anyway
— have gotten just a little-bit car-
ried away with the spirit of the New
Prohibition.

ate, created a new crime, “driving
while impaired.” for people. whose
blood alcohol leve) is between 0.05
percent and 0.10 percent.

In other words, you could be
charged under the new law if you
drive after drinking. cven though

¢ " Jack

~ Gladden

job performance. But an opposition
senator wasn't convinced.

“You can put me in jal!
"I'm not hiring anybody
smokes.”

WELL, THIS TIME, I'm coming
oul on the side of the anus and the
heaith promotion prople Veto those

he said
who

you do not meet the legal
for being drunk.

1f found guilty, a person could be
fined between $50 and $200 and
forced 10 attend counseling pro-
grams — not for being drunk, but for
drinking: The ghost of Carry Nation
is somewhere, raising her hatchet in
a triumphant gesture.

AhD QUT IN Utah, one of my per

higher health insurance premiums,
even for employers who hire only
non-smokers. .

Now if the logic there seems a bit
discombobulated (the bill wouldn't
let employers hire only non-
smokers), remember, this is the Ni-
nelies — we don't have 10 make
sense if we feel strangly about some-

anti-dis bills 1n the inter-
est of health and lower insurance
premums

And while we're at 1, let's pass
laws allowing employers (o discrim:

_inate agunst anpbody whose health

problems mght raise the company’s
ansurance rates Gel nid of the dia-
beties. can the epileptics, force out
the people with histories of heart ail-
ments or high hl(md prt\\ure l{ canv

— and to people who are already )

convinced of the problem of alco- - .

hol and young people.

choir,” sald Suzi Shepard, an active . «

member of Birmingham-Bloom-

field Families in Action. And that's ® Ads ignore all of this. They

Because Norton, a former high happiness, populaity.
schoolbmlogywachcrwhohnsmk- ® Beer and wine ads widely
en on the fight agatnst substance used to boost televised sports
at those sports deman clear

minds, superb coordination, physi-
cal mndmomng

. that rings true,

No, the 50 or so members af
Coach Baob Kefgen's football team
didn’t’ change their views after
hearing her. But, according to Kef-
gen, they did acknowledge some
truth i her analysis of ads promat-

IT TOOK NORTON ‘more than
TWO YEARS to raise about
$200,000 to produce a

The Kansas tHouse of

tives was consldering a bill that
would have lowered the amount of
alcohol a persen must have. in bis
blood to be considered legally drunk.
The bill's sponsor, and some other
legistators, . wanted to Jower the
blood-alcohal definiti

ing abohel consumption — espe-
clally that many are directed at
young people who may be under 21
and hat they deliberately target
minotities.

Noton was the third speaker in
a four-part series, which ended last
night on “Building Community
Streigths and Values” -~ spon-
soret by the 48th District Court,

video, hard-hitting posters “and a
book that attempts 1o counter the
ads’ false messages.

That compares with the nearly
$500,000 spent by beer and wine
advertisers EVERY HOUR.

5o it’s not surprising that in an
1988 survey 7-12th grade students
could name and spell more beers
than presidents. And that by age

Bloimficld Township and Bloom. 18. most kids will have seen
fielt Hills Schools. The first two 100,000 commercials promoting al-
sessions were better attended. cohol:

If we're going to try to meet
these powerful, slick ads on their
own ground in our communities,
we 100 must be powerful and slick.
And thal means:

The speakers in Norton's video
shouldn't all be . mature. rather
strait-taced appearing females, but
rather some celebrities — ‘women
and men — whe have been hurt by
alcohol.

That Penny Norton, who is vi-
brant and attractive, might move
from a mid-Michigan look ' lo
shorter skirts and a more current
hairstyle.

And that the session itself should
have been held, not in the Lahser
High Schoel auditorium, but in the
ballroom of 1he Townsend Hotel.

That's the reality we're up
against.

1 THOUGHT she would handle
her topic — Battling Beer Ad-
verisements Atmed At Our Youth
~ by showing how we can mobilize
toget them off the air.

Not so. The beer-and wine lobby
isone of the most powerful in the
ciuntry, she said. Chances of their
ucking those ads are slim.

But, if we give in to those whose

iy motive is profit to give out the
only- information on alcohol, then
we are letting down our young peo-
ple. We, community by community,
must counter with the truth;

For example:

@ Alcohol is the number one
drug prebiem in the United States
today, even if you lump mguher
all other drugs.

® Alcohol is both a youth and
adult problem. One of four young
people come from alcoholic fami-

Jwudsth Doner Herne s assist-
lies. ant managing «htor for the
® Alcohol-related accidents are.  Qakland County editwns of the
the leading cause of death for those .Observer & Eccentric Newspa.
s.

under 21 pers

f “legally
drunk” from 0.10 percent 10 0.08
percent.

* But after being amended twice
during a 45-minute debate, the bil},
which passed the House by a vote of
123-0 and has been sent to the Sen.

favorite-states—the
pa\smi and sent to the governor a
bil) that makes it illegal for employ-
ers to discriminate against smokers,
drinkers ‘ar overegters (note the
emphasis) if their habits do aot in-
terfere with their job performance.
That makes sense to me. but the
Utah Burcau of Health Promotion
(doesn't that sound something like

-1he “Bureau of Thought Contral"?) s

urging the governor to veto the bill
because it discourages healthy prac-
tices and will eventually lead to

thmy:
A similar bll, passed by the New
Hampshire Senate, would bar em-
ployers from fatling or refusing to
hire a persan who smokes, 5o long as
that person abides by rules govern-
ing smoking in the workplace.
Speaking in favor of the bill, one
senator said it would be unfair to
single out smokers from among the
many people whose personal habits
— such as overealing or eating too
little or dressing 1nadequately for
cold weather — could affect their

trTon:
but dont (xp(c( 1o gel a Job And nl
sou b a handicap of uny kind
hey. there's thedoor

Lord knows. if we unly hire tand
insure) the healthy, insurance rates
are bound to go down. After all,
sometimes a little discrimination 1
Just good business sense.

Jaek fladden ss G copy editor
at the Ghservet coentne

Newspapers He tives i Canton

Township

Ruling confuses emotional damage issue

MR. SMITH (his rea) name). invit-
ed Miss A. (her real initial) into his’
house and had some fun, if you know
what 1 mean. No harm, he figured.
She's 27, she consented, and she ad-
mitted to having done the same act
with a boyfriend.

Miss A. told her mother all, and

“ Mr. Smith's troubles began “Rape’
My daughter is mildly retarded,”
said Mrs. A, and she went 10 police.

The charge was whittled down to
third degree criminal sexua) con-
duct. A Washtenaw circuit judge de-
cided what Mr. Smith needed 1o cool
his ardor was three years as a guest
m one of Jim Blanchard's snazzy
new correctional facilities.

“NOT ENOUGH," said Mrs. A,

who filed a civil suit on behalf of her -

daughter. They asked compensation
for physical, neurological and emo-
tional damages.

Mr. Smith's carmng power having
been adversely affected by his pris.
on sentence, he cast about for help
and espled his houschold insurance
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the tab if someone fell an an icy step
he had failed to clear. Why shouldn't
it pay-off for a different kind of
damage?

Nuts, said Farm Bureau Mutval
Insurance Co. It won a summary dis-
missal in circuit court

Mrs. A, Miss A. and Mr. Smith, in
a rare display of teamwork, went to
the state Court of Appeals (case No.
111673)

Honest ta Pete, they won' Appeals
Judges Michael Kelly, Myron Wahls
and Barbara Sawyer siid Farm Bu-
reau has a duty to defend Mr. Smith

THE OPINION was issued on al-
most the same day my own insur.
ance payment was due to State
Farm, so 1 had a {eel for this case. |
can imagine the State Farm attor-
neys studying the opinion, firing off
a memo to the actuaries or maybe
drafting a new exclusionary clause.

The appeals court found, "The in-
surance policy al issue includes a
clause excluding from coverage in-
juries which are ‘caused jntentional.
Iy by or at the direction of the

Tim
Richard

=

insured.” * But the exclusion clause
applies “only if the insured subjec-
.tively intended both his act and the
resulting injury

Mr. Smith readidy admuted s
lustful act dbut denied any tntent to
injure Miss A. There was no “cer-
talnty of injury” to Miss A

Rut while the Court of Appeals
said Farm Bureau had a duty to de-
fend Mr. Seuth, it “didn’t decide
whether the ansurer would have to
pay any jury award of damages.

The appeals court overruled the
circuit court and sent the case back
{for tnal

IT WAS A disturbing case to those
of us who worry about Michigan's
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econemic future

Granted. Mr. Smuth should pay
Miss A for her puny But should
state courts allow him tu dip into the
deep pockets of ansurers and shaft
the cost to policyholders”

Insurance  actuanies can collect
statsties on how many homes will
burn down. how many tornadoes wil!
mflict damage, how many  hail-
storms will break windows. But how
do you colleet statistics on the num-
ber of sexual encounters that are in.
tended as friendls but turn out to be
torts® How do you put i pricetag on
the emetiensl and aeurological dara.
age dune to Miss A and then tran-
slate that into an tsurance premi-
um? ..
Finally. what kind of message
does this case send tu businesses con-
sidening nvesung 1n Michigan? 1f
our state continues 1o Joui, ke vasy
pickin's for plaintiffs. investors are
hikely to say. “Who nceds Nichigan's
legal hassles

Tun Richurd reports on the lo-

cal tmplications of state and re.
gronal erents.
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