C|ty s Officer of the Year-w

Honoree is school liaison, -
detectwe local activist

. By Casey Hans

stalt writer

N IS DAY-TO-DAY lite as a

Farmington public'safety offi-,

cer, Dan Potter keeps his fin
ger on' the pulse of the com-
munity.

From his work as the liaison offi.
cer at Farmington High Schuol, to
his work on - various community
boards and groups, to the cases he
has investigated as a detective dur-
ing the last 24 yu:nrs. ‘the 17-year
police Vt!unn\ well-tounded back-

Farmlngkon has become
hame, for both life and career.

“I like it much more (in Farming.
ton), because 1 like the personal con-
tact.” he said about the smaller de-
partment’ and smaller city, “It

sounds hokey, I know. but I think you '

tend to become a littte mare rounded
as a palice officer.”

PUBLIC SAFETY director Frank
Lauvhoff lauded Polter for the “pro-
fe<sionalism and’ positive attitude™
he brings to his job. “Ile has present-

Trrditine
llun as the cgl) s 1990 Oltlu-l of the
Ye:

Fanmngmns “public safety . de

partment _handles both _police_and ...

fire operations for the eity of 10,000
residents,

A native of northwest Detroit,
Potter started his career with the
Detroit Police Department in 1974,
coming to Farmington 12 yu apo.
He Jives in the Warner Farms subdi.
viston withhis wife Brenda, an ele-
mentary school teacher in Detroit,
and their daughter Jessica, who at-
tends Flanders Elementary. When
not at home, Patter can. be found

camping ar backpacking or spending

-time al a second home on a small
lake near Gaylord

TGO WNTSE AT his deparimen
a’caring and concerntd manner
that reflects the depth of his concern
fur other people,” Lauhoff said at'a

Thutsday, March21, 1991 O4E

ears many

March-tH-swards -ceremony -honor——

ing the 40-year-old Potter and others
{or their public safety efforts. .

Lauhoff said Potter's newest as-
Csigament — pcndmg time cach
woek uuykmg with students, staff
and parents at, Farmington High
School — was one that earned him
- high consideration in the peer-selec-
tion process. Potter said the Maison
‘duties grew from nothing last fall to,
part ur his job lhnl ke “really en-
Joys”

Because of llnm and budget cons-
traints”he is only able to spend four

hours each Thursday at the school
wish it could be more,” he said. “1'v
talked to teachers who have had
problems, teachers whe have friends
_with problems, and certainly talk
with students.

“It's jusi a n:.lll_v Rood bunch of
peaple te work with.™

Potter suid he s invited re, gularly
to go inlo the classroom to talk

aboul a variety of things Most re-
cently. he talked with buology stu-
dunts about fesaving techmques

T THE i'H-ST of his \A\‘t‘\ s spent
wurking in the departoent’s detec.
Uve bureau, where he coarditates
hitlt the Inad of iovestigating cases
He processes rant anformation
through the akland County prosecy

Officer Dan
Potler
(center) talks,
with o
Farmington
High .
Students
- Violel Stanaj*
(1ef), Jayne
Lee and
assistant
principa
Jerry Attison
as part of the
police/school
liaison
program,

recently
chosen the

cpartment’s
Othcer of the
Year for 1990.

SHARDN | eMEUX istalt phCtograsr,

tor's office and spends Lthe on cases
n the tocal 47th District Court and
the Oukland {‘ounty courts
Despite all the paperwork, people
always come firstan tus job. That's
nne of two things that drew Potter 1o
peliee work
fine, Tve always enjoved helping
ad two, | wanted a job with
Boesad IS certainly not

the kmd of Jub that's gang o disip-
pear.”

ln addition to bis daly
Botter represeats thic department on
the  Farmuagion . Area  Advisory
-County board and

I
community groups - de-
tng drup abuse and
reople

toth activ
voted o
helpung youn

public safety

duties

ang .

Individuals thanked for their public safety efforts

Seven individuals were given'a collective
thank-you March 14 for' their pubbic safety
efforts an behalf of the residents of Farm.
ington during 1990,

A Farmington public 3 nlhp.m her

wils Tecognized for heepart in helping ar-
resl & murder suspect, an officer .received
plaudits for saving a e at aJoca) nursing oy
home, two citizens were. Jauded - one for
helping at the scene of an aceldent and
other for helping cateh a larceny suspect --
and a commander w
his assistance in arresting a bank robber

Also announced were the department’s
Officer of the Year for 1990, Dan Potler,
and Reserve Officer of the Year, Jim Dale

The awards were given during the 1991
Farmtnglon Department of Public Safety "
Awards Ceremony at city hall, The ceremo-
ny was dedicated to Brent Daniels, who is
the son of Farmington Officer Tom Panicls
and ss’serving 1n Saudii Arabla R

PUBLIC SAFETY dward wininers includ-

the hack seat and helped to stabibize the

® Duspatcher Patrice * Sullivan,  who
woman's condition to prevent further -

reecived a departmental commendalion for
“her part i wding Detrot police 10 arresting
Asuspectan a Dearbora robbery and mur-
et case | Sullivin recerved o
NP v Enforcement. Infar-
tuin Network asking for help locating o
Bosipect Ia the ¢ Actihg on a
b, chie chirched loeal Test records,
found i Detroit iddress for that pérson and
aved o Dettot police. whe made the

patrol. Coyle heard i deseription of the car
m\nlud MW the car on castbound Grand
Riwer and gave chase . He o eventually
sopped them b Fignt Male and diebeiy
and radioed te directnn of anottier Aeeing
Suspect, who was also captured

® Officer Duane Cowger, who recived i
hifesaving certificate for saviny 10
uf the Oak Hill Care Center from choking vn
May 14 19%0 Cowger responded to an
emergency call at the facilty to hind the
areed vietim being given oxvgen but detenorat-
® Commander fohn Covle, who received i He mn\\d mmn-} the victim and 0d-
T StOPPIng a sus- 1he h ¢ imme-
pect fleeng the see arnungton Hilis diately dl\lodgmg food that had totally
hank robbery in October of 1990 While on blocked the fesident's aie passage

ry

® Carl Helwig. who receved a eivilian
citanon for following a lar suspect .
frum'a downtown Faramngton store Jan 28,
1990, and reporting his observations to a
store owner - Helwig first naticed @ man X
leaving the Radio Shack store 1n the Down. . b
town Center carrying what appeared to bo
videa recorder. and saw the car drive orrate
ically out of the parking lot He followed the
var. ehserved the suspects, then returned to
the stare and Teported the information 1o
the Radio Shack mapager The anspects
were arrested and the crime solved

® Christopher Coleman, who received a
civilian citation for his help at the scene of .
a downtown traffic accident on Oct. 16,
1990. Arriving at the scene, Coleman aided
the unconscious driver of a car by moving
the seat belt off of her neck, allowing her

* breathing to become more regular. Trained
i CPR and first aid, he ther climbed into

Hills to open its coffers

ty-at-large cxpense

Councilman Ben Marks gurstioned
the use of block grant money for a
code enforcement inspector T am
not convirced that the money 15

fur adnumistration

The idea for a cosde enforcement
wspectar specitically for southeast
tarmington Hills came out of a
meecung last year between the Olde

particular area
Grant and Sever said they felt the
block grant maney was well-spent
ard offering concentrated help to the
southeastprn portion of the eity

eoma At
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for half of InSpeCtOI”S pay : -’
. " \ . !
By Joanno Maliszowskl| - R i .
Block grant funds slated
Olde Town resident George Rob- . AR o -
erts just doesmt believe federal . . .
Community Development  Block for sigewa S ra| nage i
Grant muney should be used to pay 3 )
for a code enforcement inspector N " . * Sidewa improvements on .
specifically in low- and moderate-in, Of the $334,000 Farmington Hills * S ew lk‘ pro s
- ighibo Y I s expected to recewve in federai  the south side of Grand River i The new
;."m" neigh 'ml?w S in southeastern Community  Development  Bloek  sections 3 J 36 Estimated cost
armington Hlls. Grant money in 199192, $70,000  §10,000 : fragrance by
y y will be spent on capital improve- ® Drainage impravements on . . B
1t ok more than a year. but Robe 4 00010 the epty's Southeast see-. Edmonton in secuon 33 Extinated Liz Claiborne
eris got alf his wish Monda tuns of low- and moederate-income cost. $60.000. . . .
majority of the city counci neightorhoods . ® Drainage ‘improvements on
with hitnan a compromise, Handall in section 35, Estimuted .
. . The following projects will be - oM $60.600 .
Insteid of using $42,000 from the ”'f“.""" ‘“;." the mple, G bty ® Drainage improvements on
federal money to pay for the officer, | 1 by . ‘or}xﬂ‘"'l":d» )lh'\}-']:r;d Fendt m section 33 Estimated
nly $21.000 Wil be tsed and the rest I‘""{‘l‘“""f:‘(‘vfk‘"’c“ e cost $60,000
will come from the city's general isted project takes priority * Any money left over or auy, add:-
fund improvements in - tonal federal money that becames
thy © Salishury- Ambeth Dunkirk - available will be given ta the hous
11 that tsputheast  Farmington ared in section 35 Estumated cost - ang rehabilitation program, also f-
Halls, ineluding Olde Town) 1s @ dete- $60,000 nanced with block grant money
rorating netghborhood, . why  have
WNNCASITIERIN 0D MY PROperty gone up -
every year™ Hoberts said 1 fag) th . \wn Meadowbrook Herghts Home -
make e connection here ™ His b seell spent,” councilman Ben Tewn Meadowbre s Home )
Mark {*That (CDRG money)  Owners Association and City Counci
propesty tax assessments have pe Marks sad “That 3 b A o o .
peity - ed (o go into person-  Hotcowners complatned thal their
creased 250 percent sinwve 1974, he %as 0oL supposed (o g pers area of the ts 18 plagued with
st nel, vehicles Tt was supposed to go  ared t ¥ s Bagued with
° . into housipg. rehabalitation That's :'IKKT such as junk cars and large
chere 1 wi 00 " TUchs
Last year, for the et pmwe, ey WHOTe T wantit to go “ sents tant sent and (h
officials pad for a code enforvement e . Many residents last year said (hey
Iapectat - specifieally for south g, Vi s avbere will &0 TC it the inspector shouid bo financed |
cast Farmuington Hills  with Mook S21-000 will e given o the eity™ LGS0 i dottars. Beeause many
- - e et . housing rehabgditaven program And residents felt sorething bad to be
grant money. They argued it was Roberts just hoe e, 100 3
permssible under federal regula. LSO “h"”- Jus '[“:h .‘r;"m' done to enforce code violations, they
ay: s where mare of the oy
lions because the officer would be ¥ WAUK where more o Y preed o have a code enforeament
detasled to the income-eliiible areas L alfiees fur one year to see 1f-things )
of the ety ! . el ¢ N improved .
e Cily 1 expected to feceive - -
Hut Roberts quoted former Dv-' §535.000 10 block grant mon [n seven, months. from - August
! . 1990 thraugh February 1991, the of-
< trost City Counctl member MY percent inerease aver last y free _{':' red " 93 \hspeclions,
Hendersons It gets haiy whene Gl of 296,000 City admimstrators D memtratian on ot .
you're spending federal funds on - wanted to divide the money by giv- ‘f" A. mnlu‘n.m.v on ljr . ‘nu]
sonething you should Bave done A1l ing the houwang eehatulitation pro- e The i tor 2150 actieond .
along kram $170,000 plus another $60,000 ;7" MRe it ‘_I::-‘l“;l i et Occtor iy Phon
which is ancome fram loan repay. 80 pereent complh : 600.733. 0998
. weats With the $21.000 the program  B0Hces _ -
THE MAJORITY of the ¢ity cour sl Bave 4 tatal $251,000 for the’  Three councilmen.  Jopathan
il agreed and steuck the comprn. - caniing year Grant, Larry Lichtman and Terry
- mise “The atea covered by this pro- . Sever, curged continged support of
b The housiog rehabilita »
Kram g3 not a dustressed arva [ s an e housing rehabilitation pro- (& G o Cent ulficer with
area of 1he way up You see the re WAt alluws tacome-cliidle rest g money
juvenation of an arca sad Mayor  4U0E o recelve 3 low-interest loan . . . ‘o
Alde Vagnoerzl, who sugpested the W RFAOLLO Make necessary improve- I think there iy a greal aoed o
e g rzl: e ments an their houses spend dotlars o rebabilitation 1n .
Compromise that area 1 also think 1U's important
e Vap . s THE REST of the block grant  to have code enforcement offigeg f, — -
T unCIIWNIE ey will be disided 870,000 for  this specific aten Lichioga, g .
Naney ’lriﬂ”-‘ “;‘:l‘l’l:1"'1“':\1"‘":[:':'::’“ pitat unprovements in low- and  “TI'm not sure the commulgy-at .
tuent officer should be a maderatencome areas and 352,000 large should pay for the need 1n 4 . -




