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Ghurchill coach has low-key style

- leyball champions was

tending ‘10 some unfinished
business late Monday afterncon in
his office.

HE COACH OF the newly
. crowned state Class A vol-

“What are you doing there at this

hour?" 1 asked him over the phone
around 5:30 p.m.

Mike Hughes replied: “Wé've got a
conference coming up on Russian
history. I had to catch up on a few
things. Rcmcmbtr. T'wasn't in school
on Friday.

Most nl the time Hughes considers .

himself a social studies teacher, not
a coach.

“Teaching is my love, that's what
1 do best” he said. “Coaching Is
something T cnjuy. but t's not nearly
as important.”

But over the weekend, !Iugncs
coaching job could not be ignored.

After -14 ycars, Hughes reached
the mountain top, guiding Livonia
Lhunhlll 1o three slraight victories,

day o\er ‘Temperance- mdlnrd in the
finals at Kalamazoo's Nazareth Col-
lege.
In '1977-78, Hughes and Churchlll
reached the state quarterfinals be-
fore losing to Warren Causlno. In
1978-79, Cousino toppled Churchll)
again in the finals.

SO WAS IT time to let loose, do a

. littte dance and parade the state
rhampwmh:p trgphy around. the:

&ym — right?

No, that Isn't Hughes' style.

He let bis players do the celebrat-
ing, treating the conquest as fust an-
other match.

Pack the balls in the bag and head
home.

It was the same way six weeks
ago when his Churchill team, unbeat-
en and untested: left a path of de-

* struction against a ficld of state-

-*) Brad
\\/ Emons

ranked tcams in the Schoolcraft In-
vitational, Hughes was low key. ~

And the next Monday, before a
large crowd at home, Hughes never
changed expressions, even after his
team's. 30-game winning streak was
snapped by city rival Stevenson.

State rankmgs" Hughes could care
less.

A pat.on the back?. He'd rather
compliment his opponent.

Hughes will tell you that this team
is special, not because of (ts champl-
enship, but because three of his
stariers rank among the top 10 aca-
demically in a class of 401 senlors.

"WE USED TO prncuce on Satur-
days, but not anymore," he sald. "My
cmphasis has always been on aca-
demics, Those things are more im-
portant than velleyball.”

Where many teams practice and
play year-round, Hughes takes a dif-
ferent approach.

“We run a twe-week clinlc in the
summer, anybody and everybody is
welcome, we work on baslc indlvlduv
al skills,”" he said.

Hughm, a product of Detroit Coo-
ley High School ‘and Wayne State
University, got into coaching only af-
ter budget cuts cost fellow teacher
Roberta Kempski her soclal studics
Job and varsity volleyball position

- alter the 1975.76 school year.

T had never coached, just played
in a couple of men's recreational
leagues,” Hughes sald. I owe a lot
to Roberta. She thought it would be

nice if I took over, even though 1
didn't know much about it. She went
on to work in the Peace Corps, She's
been In the Philippines and Colom-
bia, The fast time 1 talked to her was
two years ago, I have a great deal of
respect for her.”

Hughes received on-the-job train-
ing and attended as many-coaching
clinics as he could, soaking up vatu-
able tips.

APPARENTLY he was a quick
learner, leading Churchill to the fi-
nal> n!lcr only three years on the

Irl 14 seasons he has only had one
losing ‘record. Ilis overall mark is
399-116-32.

This year’s team broke the school
record for wins, finishing 47-1-1.

On paper, the Chargers are not im-
pressive, their -tallest player being
only §-feet, 9-inches. - .

Holland West Ottawa marched
into Nazareth’s gym as the over-

: ’ 5

record, but when it was all over,
many fans and coaches in the stands
admired the tenacity and teamwork
displayed by Hughes' club.

After Friday's 15-7, 15-6 quarterfi-
pa) win over Grosse Pointe South,
Hughes and his girls scouted the rest
of the competition and came away
convinced they could win It all.

"It was an honor to be there, vut
they believed they could beat the
other teams,” Hughes said. *Wayne
Memorial has a fine team, but they
pushed Holland West Ottawa to the

limit (a 12-15, 159, 15-11 score).

There was no question in their minds

they could play West Ottawa. They

{elt they were the best team.™

THE SCOUTING report on
Churchill: Small teawm, scrappy,
nuod defensively.

“We pass and serve extremely

well," Hughes added. “Both of our
midd!e hitters (Christina Garry and
Alyssa Belaire) are excellent, and
are utilized weld by an outstunding
setter (Amy Baron).” .

‘The Chargers won their scmifinal
match against Bay City Central (15-
10, 12.15, 15-9) and then watched
Temperance-Bedford upend  West
Ottawa in the other semitinal on
urday (5-15, 16-14, 15-6).

“We felt going in that we could

run our offcnse against them {Bed-
ford),” Hughes said. “We knew some
1hings that we could do to take away
the things they do bet

With 5-8 senior Garcy (16 kills)
and 5-7 senior Belaire (14 kills) doing
the attacking, and §-4' senivr Baron
setting, Churchill was not to be de-
njed.

And with Scaior veterans Kert
Hawkins, Janine Sproul and Stephan-
ie Speen carrying out their roles,
Bedford was history.

whatlever's necessary to beat the
other- team,” Hughes said.” "People
looked at us as underdogs, but we
didn't see ourselves as that. There
are so many good players that we
don’t rely a . They're just out-
standing playc

Hughes prompts his team in prac-
tice, but admits "I'm not goed at
pushing anybody

“1 believe a coagl
they . have to decide how they're
going to play,” he said.

With four starters having been an
the varsity since the 10th grade,
Churchill walked into Nazarelh's
gym composed. matore and confi-
dent. They alsa had.a coach who
knew the ropes and how to win.

The teacher should take & bow 1his
week because his students have
learned well.

Mustangs ellmlnated in quarters

By Marty Budnor
stalf writer

Birmingham Marian volleyball
coach Tracey Jones had a tough time
aceepling defeat at the Class A state
quarterfinals Friday afternoon at
Nazareth Coliége in Kalamazoo.

A few minutes after the disap-
pointing three-game setback, 15-9,
12.15, 8-15, to Bay City Central,
Jones ‘assessed it was a case of
youthful nervousness which caught
up with her Mustangs.

Bay City Central lost in the quar-
terfinal round last year to Temper-
ance-Bedford. On the other hand, the
Mustangs were making thelr first
quarterfinal appearance since the
1986-37 scason.

Jones couldn’t overlook that expe-
ricnce factor,

“We didn’t play like we normalty
do,” said Jones, whose team finished

.the scason with a 37-7-5 overall
record. “We should have won. [ think
we're the better team.

“I think one thing they really had
going for them was being here be-
fore. A lot of their seniors had that
(quarterfinal} experience. Where, my
kids hadn’t even won a district in
four-years. That makes a difference
as far as poise and confidence; 1
mean [ had two sophomores out
tticre on the floor.

“For my kids it might have been a

ave nice players, but nmhi}ug more
thap what 1 feel lhc) should have
beaten us with,™

DON'T
REPLACE...

. just’come out and play,”

volleyball

IN THE BEGINNING, the Wolves
seemed to be the nervous team.

Marlan, behind some fine serving
from senior Jennlfer Tanghe, took a
6-1 lead in the first game. Bay City
Central rcbounded for the next seven
points to get back into the match,

1t remalned close for a few points,
then the Mustangs gradually pulled
away. Mary Helen Diege) scored an
ace serve to put Marian up 10-9 and
the Wolves never scored another
point. Dicge! finished he match with
three straight serves,

Marian never did have a lead in
the second game. It was tied at 6-all,
then the Wolves scored four straight
points for a 10-6 advantage. Marian,
however, rallied after facing a 13-8
deficit

Tanghe served {or three straight
points to make it 13-11 and sopho-
morc Stephanie Storen served for
another point a few minutés later
and Marian trailed by just one point.

But the Wolves, undefcated cham-
pions of the Saginaw Valley League,
pulled even with junior Stephanie
Vannard serving the final two points.

going to come back nnd doit.

“But we didn't,” she said. “They're
a really good team, but we just made
a lot of errors.”

MARIAN'S' ERRORS occurred
right away in the pivotat third game
and the Mustangs never could recov-
er {from an carly 7-0 deficit,

The Mustangs did pull within two
points a1 §-7, but the Wolves staged a
four-point run enroute to an easy
victory.

“They had some good serves, but
they went right after our people and
we mst didn't bave a great passing
day,” said Jones. "I think we just
started playing a little tentative. We
weren't aggressive like we should
have been and we just didn’t have as
murh leadership as we normally
do.

Storen finished the malch with 14
kills. Tcammate Trina Govan added
seven kills. Tanghe finished with a
16-16 serving performance, includ-
ing one ace.

MARIAN FINISHED with its best
season since 1986.87 when Ron Je-
bert guided the Mustangs to the state
fihals (they lost to Portage North-
ern). :

“After the first game I told the
kids not 1o get too overconfident and
sald Jones,
“When it got to be 13-11 in the sec-
ond game I really thought we were

‘REFACE’

MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES

FORMICA
Sohd Colois
'r nd Woodgrain
‘ SERVING WAYNE, OAKLAND & MACOMB
« FACTORY SHOWROOM

- FREE ESTIMATES
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and irch

1642 E. 11 Mile Rd., Madison Hgts.
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Tops & Covers
Boats kept Inside -

" CANVAS CONCEPTS
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Marian captured four tournament
titles this year and defeated arch ri-
val Mercy for the regionad champi-
onship.

“Il was 2 great scason.” said
Jones. “We went a lot further thun a
tot of people thought. Beating Merey
was definitely (he highlight of our

N
The kids played their guts nut.
We had a lot of fun this year and
there are no complaints from me
whatsoever,” she said. “We had 13
kids on the teamn and § can’t com-
phm about any one of the: s

“Everybody was super, she said.
“1t would have been great to (heat
Bay City). Unfortunately it didn't
nappen.”

. : |
+:91000’s ..
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Area players set
for AAU tourney:

Continued trom Page 1

“She surprised me today with the
brace because 1 didn’t know she
had ene,” Greenberg sald, “When
she came to practice today she
stood up, hag on the brace on and 1
said ‘Wo."

".\'IIE'LL RUN through the
warmups -and see very minimal
playing time, i any. She's two
tmonths ahead of schedule.. She
played one-on-one tenight and dld
svme cutting but it wouldn't beé
right te put ber en the court with
five-on-| livc and all the bumping
going on.”

“The Western Wayne Wildeats are
led hy Farmington Hills Mercy's
Carric Walton, Salem's Allisen

e, Belsy_Meattister-and Emil
i, and Livonia Franklin's
Julie Stesiak.
Thomann's

16-under  Western

Wayne Wildcats team is one of the
favorites in that bracket and it's
casy to sce why with talented jun-
lors Dawn Warner (Franklin} Lisa
Negri (Flint Powers), and Julie Ni-
castri and Darcie Miller (both of
Canton) on the roster.

14-UNDER CIIAMPIONS: The
Western-Wayne Wildcats 14-under
group west 5.0 and beat the Flint
YMCA's {composed mostly of Flint
Powers players) in the finals of the
oth anneal Girls Invitational
Roundball Classic Sunday in
Waterford.

Team members from Observer-
land Included: Lisa Nicastei (Can-
ton), Nadine Cichonskl (Merey),
Jenny Massey (Salem), Britti An-
derson {(Canton), Zendfa Simmons
(Merey), Erica Anderson (Canton),

ristiance Gran . [ wld),
Kelly Lukasic (Pioncer. Middle
hoal). -

gymnastics

o JNCHIGAN ARY
GIRLS BASKETA,
GUALIFSIND TOGRNAMENT
Local 18-under taams
0.inind Cty Ludy Knights.
¥ senteia
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Wostem Wayno VAldests

uchigan Hoyals

- [3
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Hoteo Detandies

16-uneter togul teams
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HONDA SALE!

BUY ANY NEW CIVIC, ACCORD OR PRELUDE GET...

OFF

ALL DEALER INSTALLED ACCESSORIES

* EQUALIZERS
+ FOG LIGHTS
* SPOILERS

. PROTECTION PACKAGES
* ALLOY WHEEL

- CARPET MATS

+ NOSE MASKS

_CENTER ‘ -
“THE. AREA'S PREMIER PRIVATE SOFTBALL PARK™

EXCITING NEW SCHEDULE"
SINGLE & DOUBLEHEADER GAMES EACH SRASON!

REGISTER NOW - 2 SEASONS
Spring - April 14-July 21
Summer - July 22-Oct. 6

18 GAMES - $295,00*

v

</ NO RESIDENCY RF’QUIRFMENT‘;
v YOUH CHOICE OF

7 ME
v

» SKI RACKS

-+ LUGGAGE RACKS

+ SECURITY SYSTEMS
+ C/D PLAYERS

N 7N

radNikeag

SUhSl-lIhl: HONDA
The Happyface Place®
We're in business to make you smile
Open Saturday 10-31!

1205 ANN ARBOR RD.
1/12 Milos Wost of }1-275, Plymouth

DAY
N'S, WOMEN'S & COED
12 L muTFD ) DIAMONDS
TOURNAMENTS EVERY WEEKERND * CALL FOR 1991 SCHEDULE
Kick off tho seagon wilk our EARLY BIRD TOURNEY, APRIL 12-14
GAME GUARANTEE - §35.00 (+ump)

ANTON SOFTBALL CENTER (313) 483-5600/cxt. 2 or 3
46555 W. Michigan Ave., Canton, MI 48188 Conveniently Ineated Justanutes from all are feoe

453-3600

+ . a '



