‘Bouchard ‘unmoved’ by bill to S

By Tim Richard -
stolt writer

- Foes of Michigan's life-without-
parole law face an uphill battte if
fhey expect to convince lawmakers
that Lhe penalty falls too harshly on
small time drug dealers,
* Several members: of the House
Judiciary Committee were unim-
- pressed by the of a Can-

‘We need severe ‘pehallies, bu_t not .
sadistic ones. | consider this Baghdad
Justice or Khohmeni justice.’

— Charles Skinner
Rochester Hills

1he judge gave In every case.”

“The law falls on poor, uneducat-
wd minorities,” said Wayne Circuit
Judge Robert . Cotumbo.

Chief Detroit Recorders Judge
Dalion Roberson said Colombia is
#Iving 15-year sentences to cartet
members. “People who shipped
tons of cocaine get lighter sentenc-
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tenced te life flve years ago at age
18, admitted he was an addict and
duserved a term but said it was too
harsh,

“You can rape, assault and bur-
glarize repeatedly and.not get the
sentence my son got.” she said. “To
throw y son's life away for one
mistake 18 4 crime in jtsclf. Charles
son gets a chance for parole

often druglaw

Plymouth-Salem student, agreed to
4 deal with un undercover offlcer .
in a western Wayne County drug
task force. But she said Gary
bucked away from the deal and
was en route to Florida when he
was exteadited 1o Michigan,

“Ne got bfe for a kilo he had nev-
(LY " she said, “The nain sup-
pher got a mistrial and never spent

ton mother, a Rochester Hills
coach and an Oakland circuit judge
_seeking (o soften the law. Tues-
day's hearing ran 2% hours.

“I was ummoved by most argu-
ments,” said Rep. Michael Boue-
bard, R-Birmingham, a freshman:
lawmaker and former police offi-
cer.

Bouchard pointed to testimony
of a Detroit judge that four of five
people he sentenced should have
received lighter terms. “That drops
SENCHTEs) o a
handful and completely takes away
the deterrent,” Bouchard said.

“Drug crimés have multiple vie-
tims," said Rep. Frank Fitzgerald,
R-Grand Ledge. He quoted Oakland
prosecutor Richard Thompson: 60
percent of homicides and 70 per-
cent of property crimes are drug-
retated, and 17,000 physically and
mentally retarded “crack babjes”
bave entered the pudlic school sys-
tem

THE TESTIMONY was heard
only by Judiciary chair Perry Bul-
tard. D-Ann Arbor, and minority

Repubticans  as  Demoerats
caucused to discuss reapportion-
Cment 3

Bullard likes the bill bt
appeared in ne hurry 1o report it
oul of committee,

House Hill 4024, spunsered by
Republican William ~ Bryant  of
Grosse Pointe, would altow judges
discretion in sentencing people who
Qeal in 650 grams {14 pounds) ur
tnore of cocaine of hervin. Bryant's
bill woulit allow a sentence as light

parale is pretty stiff. We give sersal
murderers that,” said Law, point-
1ng to coed killer John Cotlins.

But Law agreed with Fitzgerald
that the five-year minimum was
100 light

BRYANT SAID 138 prisoners
are serving life without parole for
drug. erimes, but fully half were
first-ume canvicts.

ITe called Michigan's law,

101978 harshust Aot

sed

N

es than our own citizens,” he said

year. That's more than Gary

o
LINDA FANNON, 2 Canton [

a day in prison An undercover offi-

mother whose son Gary was ‘sen- Fannon suid her son, a former

Phee crgenad spnab-shiced am

as five s if a judge found “sub.
stantiad and compelling reasons to
depart” from the mandatory Uife
without parole,
" Twe ather

Hepublicans,  vice
chate Michael Nve-of Litchheld
and former State . Police trovper
Bill Martin of Battle Creek, also
were unmpressed by the testimo-
ny. remarking that “first offend-
ers” referred | only, 1o persons
caught the first time,

One Republican who was moved,
however, was Gerald Law of Plym-
vulh, a fourth-term lawmaker but
new o the Jutheiary Committee

‘Far a runner, life. without

was clearly our intent 1o use it to
put away major drug ‘kingpins,’
nat drvers, not bag men, not
lookouts, not flunkies, not drug ad-
(hets cajoled nte one major deal
by a sting operation, and not minor
invelverment first-time offenders.”

Oakland  Circuit Judge David -~

Breek supported “the bill. “The
Judges here today are not bleeding
hearts We have no gualms about
putting kingpins away.,” he said
Breck told of giving 10 case his-
tories to Birmungham  Optimist
Club members - mostly conserva.
tive businessmen - and finding,
“Their sentences were lighter than

. . .Drug law goes back to '78

. How did Michigan pass such a dra-
conian taw — life in prisan without
hope of parole — for people dealng
1n 650 grams (1.4 pounds) of drugs”

House Judiciary ‘chair Perry Bul-
lard, D-Ann Arbor, asked that ques-
tion after Tuesday's hearing on a bill
to lighten the penalties

"I was vice .chair of the House

Jidierary
n 1974
went ba
({18
lature

‘omamitlee when 11 passed
aid Hichard Fessler, wha
Juow pracuee
ar after 16 years in the Legis-

"It was auned at drug kingpins.
Hut the fiest thing they {law ene
foreess) i was Lo go after the
Mee Corner guys

“The judges at that Lme were le-

nent. Judges wanted to get them
through the system on  lesser
chirges :

Fessler, who plans to do “a little
lubbying.” was vissting the Capitol
Buwlding Tuesday” and was nter-
viewed i g carridor He did not at-
tend the conumittee hearing
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