SA(F)

O&E Thursday, March 21, 1981

Jim and Jan W

.
D

DAN‘EL LIPPITT sttt phmngupm

Cumlnuog frum Page 1

After more than six months
away, Whitcomb satd he considers
his Naval work a great opportunity
but is glad to be home. “It was a
real eye-opener, 1 told my wife I'm
glad to have my mid-life crisis

prevention section. He will return
as a uniformed officer in the patml
division.

“We're very proud of him and
pleased he's back with us,” Farm-

Ington Hills police Chiet” wuu.m
Dwyer said.

are by F; mllo pollf:o h
during Jim Whitcomb's welcome-back parly. L

Returnlng reservist. weloomezl

The day after memh W' g

turned, the police

Richard Karr

mlllwy had They seem to be self-
rellatt,” Whitcomb said.
And a lot of the work and train-

ed a welcome-home party Inr~
reservist and his family. He was
awarded the chief's citation and
ribbon for services given to the
United States, Dwyer sald.

people and he thought it would be a
good Idca.

“IT WAS just a personal thisg. T
recognized years ago there was o
certaln advantage that guya in the

. Ing
N doveulls into his work as a pollce

as a reservist

officer. “The Navy and police ca-
reers have benefited,” Whitcomb
sald.

leaving for a time.
'Thelr mother was the star of

- tall at a Schoal/Ce

that show. For the most part, [
don’t think they had lrﬂuh]e under-

- standing why I had to go.”

-Officials monitor outbreak
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March 8. He planned to send another
update home this week. “We are
working with the county health de-
pariment and the school nurse,” he
sald. “Every day, we look at the at-
tendance, see who is sick and foltow
up with a phone call.

“We're treating this thing very
carefully."

Hepltltis A'ls an Inflammatory
viral Infection of the liver which has
a 13- to 50-day incubatlon period,
and causes flu-llke symptoms such
as diarrhea and minor cramping. It
can be a problem In a group selting
like a school, where children don't

1t is one of three stralns of com-
mon hepatitis, which are all viral fn-
{ectlous discases and cause tnflam-
matlon to the liver, Altamirano said.

Because hepatitis is viral, there is
no treatment, except to keep those
infected away from others until they
are no longer Infectious, and get
family members and fricnds treated

with shots to bolster the immune
system.

WILLIAM GRACE parent Suc
Hamilton said her 7-year-old daugh-
ter, Shauna, starled showing signs of
hepatltis on March 10 and was dlag-
nosed with It one week ago. The case
last November and both recent cases
all ecame from the same second
grade classroom at Grace, althaugh
school and health offlclals stress
they have not yet confirmed whether
the students contracted the virus
from the classroom or each other.

Hamilton said she was informed
by the school Monday that a fourth
grader in a different class could also
have developed hepatitl:

'My pediatrician had seen a
case of thls in years,” she said, add-
Ing that her docter has not yet told
her how long her daughter must stay
home from school. "The school says
they're dislnfecting the room twice a
day and not letting students share
pencils.

"It my daughter can get It, any-
body can get it. Peaple can get test-

‘of hepatitis at elementary.

ed, or can get the shot.”

Hamilton sald the rest of her fam-
ity had received shots designed to
boost the kmmune system.

Don Cowan, director- of building
and student services for the Farm-
ington Publle Schools, said school
and health officlals are doing every-
thing they can to inform parents and
control any problein. He encourages
good communication between par-
ents, their doctors and the school. "+

“We're abviously very concerned .
about i1, he sald. “We have our fin- |
gers crossed and hope it will subside. -

“We don't want the communlty to
over-react, but we do want them o
react.”

out any common elements within the
school and’ determine whether stu-
dents were infected by one common

. exposure, or whether they are pass.

ing the virus from one to another,
Blostein said.

He said the department has seen
an Increase in the virus throughout
Oakland County in recent weeks,

Study calls for school changes
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Committee members said many of
the concepts can be accomplished by
using current district funding, espe-
clally In light of the February opera-
ting mlllage defeat. Some would alse
become lIssiies at the .bargaining-
table for teachers before they could
be Implemented, White sald.

She envisions some of the items
taking up to flve years to be fully
integrated into the schools.

White will discuss the plnn In de—

Foru

teachers to work together in plan.
ning teaching methods, An extended
day, where additional classes would
be offered before or after school, is
also proposed. At-risk student needs
should also be addressed with a spe-
cific program.

® Changing curriculum from rote
memarization of facts and tradition-
al testing, to teaching students to ap-
ply what they learn and connect it 1o
ihe real world, Testing and evalua-
tion would be expanded to tnclude
districtwide dcpnrlmcnul exams,

meeting at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Murch
28, at Harrison High School on 12
Mile between Middlebell and Ore-
hard Lake roads.

SOME OF the new concepts pro-
posed for high schools include:

. lmplemcntlnx “student fo-
rum,” groups, which would include’

self-reflection, Interactlon with oth-
ers, academic achlevement and
community service. Students would
receive eredit for thls,  ©

® Allowlng longer blocks of time
for some classes, team teaching be-
tween  di: and “time for
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. resecarch
projects and a collectlon of student
works'-showing what they  have
Tearned, New cvaluations would de-
mand quality from students,

« Getting rid of things like the
“sentor excuse” and demand a more
rigorous academic performance,
possibly including increased gradua-
tion requirements with the changed
curriculum. Marketable skills would
be stressed, students would be re-
quired to do community service
work for credit, and vocational/
technical curriculum would be incor-
porated us a key part of the academ-
ic pragram.

District language arts coordinator
John Barrett, who coordinated much
work on the sludy, sald some Farm.
inglon teachers are already discuss-
ing the concepts. “They've bought
into it,” he said. "Much of this i3
breaking away from old paradigms.”
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