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By Josnne Maliszewski

HERE'S NO place to sit
at Chalrs Unlimited. .
That's because. the
business,’ located -on
" main

Downtown Development Authori-
ty and the bullding's owner are
looking for a new tenant.

“1-don't know , . . I can only
conjecture,” sald Wendy su—lp
Sittsamer, the DDA's executive
director, I guess they went out of
business, a3 sotnetimes bappens.”

‘The recently-renovated proper-
ty is lsted wilh Thompson-
Browm, a Hills-based
commercial Rulm, she added.

“We tend to look at vacancles

dow i3 30 nice. It's just not thekind

Intereitad is the spa

_‘lhﬂul call - ‘l‘hnmpwn-!l.r%.wn
(nu'um)or M DDA(47!
the Hills Branch of tbe
Farmington’ COmmnnl-

Library,
April 15, will bave blg red clr-
cle around It

Twa events o( note are sched-
uled for that da;

One is the 1991 Battle of the
Books hosted by the. Ubrary's
Young Adult Department. The
event, involving 20 teams of
Farmington-area sixth-graders,
will take place in the auditorium
of the Farmington Hills Branch,
32737 W. 12 Mile Road. .

Each team of aix has read 10
young adult novels selecied by
the library staff. The “batile” In-
volves answering q\leonns lboul
the books they’re read.

of l‘:] where we'd want desks | -

sttt writor

Bilt Gribeck believes that if he had
not been downstairs when flre broke
out in the living room of his house on
Middlebelt just before 11:30 pm.
Thursday, his family may not have
survived.

"As soon as we walked out, the
(front) window collapsed,” Gribeck
sald Friday morning as he and his
wife, Terrl, returned to thelr house
with Insurance company representa-
tives.

The fire, which fire officials and .

“ 1991 Sutusban Communications Carporatian

believe was

the upstalrs was unlouched . by
flames though- the heat melted a
televislon and VCR.

“We think It's fortunate this didn't
crupt when everyone was asleep. It
was a swift fire, In terms of develop-
ment,” Farmingten Hllls deputy fire
Chief Peter Baldwin sald. The Grl-
ks' smoke. detector did not ac-
tivate.

“We're locking at the electrical.
We're trying to 2ero In on a speclfic
cause,” Baldwln said.

Please turn to Pago 6

Torel Gribeck sorts through a charred bricicase with her hus-
band, Bill, as they review the fire damage to their Farmington
Hills house Friday.

[ ¢ {irst MoorGribeck sald—

Alter being
up all might,
Terri
Gribeck
(right)
returns to
the scene of
her charred
and gutted
house
Friday,
where she is
kissed by
her younger
sister Lori
Gilhoaly ot
Livoma.
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Haggerty
connector
gets OK

Project now eligible
for federal funding

By Tim Richard
stafi writer

Following the
award-winning author. Carollne”
Cooney will speak to the group
and sign coples of her books. Coo-
ney will visit-middle schools in
the Farmington area during her
two-day stay, -

Both the Batlle .of the Books
and the author’s visit are spoa-
sored by the Farmington Friends
of the Library.

The llghu at the Hills Branch
on 12 Mile will blaze later than
usual that night; April 15, to help
procrastinaling taxpayers, who
may be burning the midolght ofl.

That library branch will stay
open until 11 p.m., although nor-
mal book checkout and reference
service will end at 9 p.m. Federal
and state tax forms will be avail-
able on a first-come, {lrst-secved
basls, Scts also will be available
for photocopying.

For more information on these
programs, call the lbrary at 553-
0300,

EMORY LANE -—
From the March 29,
1951 edition of the
Farmington En-
terprise:

Justice of the Peace Jobn J.
Schulte and pollce chief Joseph G.
DeVriendt turned baby-sitters af-
ter a distraught<gother Jeft her
three chlldren — ages 4 and 3
years and 4 months — at the
courthouse with orders to “take
care of them.” The woman had
charged her husband with deser-
tlon and non-support. The young-
sters were taken to the county ju-
venlle home.

Items for Farmington Focus
may be mailed to the Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farm-
ington Road, Farmington
48338, or dropped off at the
newspapero]/:ce

A regionat planning agéncy has:

put its stamp of approval on a new
state highway to relieve congested
Haggerty Road in western Oakland
County.

The Southeast Michigan Council of
G with one
vote, Thursday approved a layoul
and specifications for the “connec-
tor,”" making it eligible for federal
funding. The state still must perform
an environmental impact study.

“The tralfic is alrcady there," said
Joanne Van Tassel, supervisar of
Orion Township in northern Qakland,
defending the Haggerly Improve-
ment,

SEMCOG also asked for a bike
path along the $79 million controlled
access road, which will run from the
intersection of the 1-96, 1696 and 1-
275 freeways north to Pontiac Trafl.

"We can agree (1o the bike path),”
said Willlam Hartwig, representing
the Michlgan Department of Trans:
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portation at SEMCOG's General As-
sembly meeting. “We have sald we
will make right-of-way available.”
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THE DISSENT came from Gary
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Vets to welcome

Gulf war

By Susan Buck
slatf writer

The weleome mit is out &t Farmie
ington-ares veterans organizations
whose metnbers are antipating the
arrival of armed services persenael
returning from the Persian Gulf

Mefmbership ranks haven't swelled
vet but orgamzation officers are
to nject new blood into their
n;,m;, membre r\hm roils.

p tesans of Foreign
War Brodhead P 2269 in Fatm-
ington Hills “They'te still coming
back We're just waiting now.

The VFW Post, at 23414 Orchard
Lakr Road, has 234 members. Most
reside i the Farmungton area, sad
Kulbaba. a Farnuagton Hails resi-
dent

Kuthaba served in World War 11
and the Korean War |

Samne of our members are retired
but maintiun uw:nb\r\mp\ n Flon-
i Kulbaba s Thl‘ nunber of
our active I

The VFW
pitals i Ann Arbar and Alien Park
“We bring members {rom the hospe
tal to the ball to play bingo,” Kulba-
ba snd "We brng them a hidle
stuff They just hke somebody com
g Lo visit them

soldiers

THE VEW requires that prospecs
Uve members have served inowars
overseas. and  received  rertain
and ribbers, Kuibaba s.ad
hard to keep track of local
o served 1a the Gulf Thave
with various support
¢ been teying to get
* Kulbaba said T just *
[t's very confiden-

gFoups who b
some nanes,’

couldnt get it
tal”

During Operation lkwn Munn
mare than the usual American Le-
Lon members attended meetings at
Northwest Post 190, 29529 Nine Mile
Read. The 200-member post plans to
recruit new metbers as S00R as pos-*
sihle, said Arthur Schremser, a
World War II veteran \\hn SETVes iy
the post's judge advovite

The U'S Congress prolnbm the
nations American Leglon from
recruting new members from a war
until an official date 1s given to the
ending
e 4 natiopally chartered or-
wn” Schremrer smd. We
to wint tor Congress to set the
e for eligibilify before we can ac-
ersian Gif veterans A resolu-
from our nalienal organization
i :n the hands of Congress The VEW
charter 1 different They can accept

nen
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lLocal cops say L.A. beating tape what’s inside
‘embarrassing,’ sparks guestions

By Joanne Maliszewaki
and Casey Hans
stafl writars

Law eaforcement afflcials in
Farmington and Farmington Hills
say they are ficlding questions about
the brutal police beating of a Los An-
geles man, caught on videotape car-
lier this month

They are also assuring resldents
thay officers in the two cities are
constantly aware of citlzen rights,
and that similar action here would
be severely punished, prosecuted and
could be grounds for dismissal.

“People think if one offlcer does

‘Related story, 5A

it, cveryone does It," said Frank
Lauhoff, public safety director for
the city of Farmingten. “They don't
see the person —~ they see the uni-
form

“That's why when somcmmg like
that happens everybody (in the de-
partment) takes it personatly. It was
embarrassing — that's what | feit
and that's what most officers felt.”

Farmington Mills Police Chief
William Dwyer called the Las Ange-
Ies incident “(ntolerable and totally
uncalled for. I support full prosecu-

.

456 million

twn of the officers ™
) ’ 1

",
Just shocked the entice country, me
cluding our officers here

FOUR OFFICERS, including a su-
pervising scrgeant, were charged
with felony assault 1 the March 3
beating, in which vicum HRodney
King was hospitalized after being ar-
rested, then kicked or beaten with a
nightstick 56 times and shocked with
a stun gun, King has sued the city for
- $1 mallion {or each

Ploase turn 1o Paqe 6
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You supply the
chest of drawers,’

We supply the quarter of
a willion customers.
Call badav and place your theee hine
fravale putty dassfind ad lor only
$2.9 a line!
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