‘Cunningham’s decision made sense

By Steve Kowaleki
staff writor

a pro right ‘now or college,” John Ten-
erowlez sald. “and right now, glven her

Carric Cunningham’s recent decision to

turn_pro had nothing to do with dollay
only sense,

After climbing to a 391h ranking in the
world playing as an amateur on the Interna-
tional Pro Tennls Tour, the 1990 Livonta

Churchill “graduate declded earticr

month it's time to turn professional, Al

though not guaranteed any big money I

first year, Cunningham and her parents,

John and Carol Tenerowicz, felt it w
her best interest to turn pro.

Cunningham'’s other option was to aceept
arship to Stanford University
nexi fall, and hold off on a professional ca-

a teanis schy

reer.

“We were trying to figure out whether it
made more sense for bier to pursue tennis as

sports shorts

rs —

N “SHE'S A BIT young Lo make a carcer de-
cision, but.In tennis [t's appropriate to do
thal. The decision was to pursue tennis as a
professional, not get rich overnight.”
Cunningham found that out. last week,
making her professional debut in the Lipton

this

nher . Internationl Players Cl

ranklng, interest and dedicatlon to pursue a
pro career, she decided to defer college.

age)."”

tennis

Cunningham said she was pleased to win the

doubles match after performing below stan-

dard in her Jone singles match.
P

not much. Belng rich isn‘t the paint of it, but
I have dreamed of being pro {since a young

Cunningham has had to turn down about
' $100,000 in prize money because of her ama-
1eur status in almost three years on the cir-
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cuit. The 1990 season was highlighted by a

semifinal appearance in singles play at the
Puerto Rico Invitational and a trip to the
quarterfinals at the U.S. Hardcourts in San

Antonio.
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® HAWK FOOTBALL

Farmington Hills Marcison will
face- formidable oppenents in its
fiest and last foothall games of the
1991 scason.

The Hawks, who had difficulty
getting teams to schedule them be-
cause of their prowess on the grid-
iron, witl play deiending Class A
champion Birmingham RBrother
Rice in the opencr and Toledo Cen.
tral Catholic in the finale

The tougher schedule, which in-
cludes a second-week game with
Plymouth Salem, expected to have
a fine team, and a jossible Western
Lakes Activities Assoctation cham-
pionship game: could make it more
difficult for Harrison lo qualify for
the state playofs .

“We could be digging ourselves a
grave here,” smd Harrison coach’
John Hetringlon, who was only half
serious. “We're going (o have a
prelty good team, so it will be ex-
citing 1o play Rice. It's ant some-
thing we look to do every year.

“1 think people are overrating
us, bul1t's tough (to gel willing op-
ponentsy because of the playolfs. 1

will make 11 tough for us to make
the playofls, but were excited
about 1 allenpe

- The Hawks, swho were Class BB
semifinahists last year, will play
Rice at 8 pm. Saturday, Sept. 7, in
the Silverdome and Toledo CC at )
p.m. Saturday, Nov, 2, at Harrison.
© SWIMMING CLINIC

A five-week middle school swim
clinic begins Tuesday, April 23, at
North  Farmington High School.
Boys and girls in grades 6-8 are cli-
gible, Clinie xessions will be 4-5:30
pm. every Tuesday and Thursday.

This 15 not a learn-to-swim class.
The swimmers wust be able to
swim 25 yards belore
elass The chime wall ste
development and correction,
and turns, competiive swimming
techniques and water safety and

rules
The chime will feature  mini
swimm gneets and  viewing  swim

techmque videos The cost 1s $35
for 15 hours of anstruction. The
chmie will be taught” by North
Farminglon swim coach Pat Du-
Wi, wha has led the North boys
and girls teams to 16 conference
champlanships years of
caac

Registrations ean b’ mailed to
Farmington - Community - Schobl,
30415 Shiwiesee, Farmington,
48236 For anfermation cal) 489-

© COACHES NEEDED

Fatmmgton 1l Merey peeds

- Chicagn assistant.
Schools are also divailable for

Biscayne, Fla. After receiving a bye in the
first round, Cunningbam lost in the sccond
round to Florencla Lahat, 4.6, 6-4, 6.0.
Cunningham bounced back Tuesday in
doubles play as she and partner Amanda
Coctzer of South Africa survived a sccond-
round battle with Poland’s Renata Baranski
and England’s Samantha Smith, 6-2, 6-3.
Reached at her hotel Tuesday in Miami,

g

at Key

Pioneers must adjust in

By C.J, Risak

sinlf weiteg

was
weekend in the US. Hardeourts in San Anto-
nio, Tesas, before heading to Tokyo later
this week for the Suntory Open.

"I WAS VERY, very tentative.” said
Cuaningham of her. professional debut, "7
think it did affect me playing pro for the
first time. It hasn't really his me yer. 1f I do
well there's a lot of money. 1f 1 don't, there's

to play last

sponsors,

burden.

Tn 1989, Cunningham upsct No. 3 seed Ka-
terinz Maleeva, 46, 7-5,
round of the 1989 Virginia Sltms of Houston.

Cunningham must provide for travel ex-
penses 10 and from tourpaments, but her,
Mizune  Rackets
swings) and Sergio Tacchini clothing (which
she wears while playing), ease the financia)

“I like the EPMZ better," said Cunning-
ham, who also hired a friend, Robert Ka-
plen. of New York City, as an agent,

CUNNINGHAM, COACHED the last three
years by Franklin Racquet Club's Armand
Molino, and since age 9 by Joe Fodell, says
her serving has improved (he most.

"My strengths used to be my competitive-

6.2, in the first

(which she

ness and ground strokes, but my serve is my
big strength now,” Cunningham said.

Another  Cunningham  strength is her
mind, which for the time being will take a
break from the schoo! books.

I will go ta school sometime,™ said Cunn-
ingham, an honors student at Churchill. “But

that's far down the road now."

hunder Tony DeRuvo. a Hochester

an assistant track coach, varsity
cheerleading coach and assistant
varsity baskethall coach, If intec-
ested send a resume to Athletic Di-
rector Suzanne Brown, Merch High
Schoo), 29300 Eleven Mile Rd.,
Farminglon Hills, 48336 or call
476-2836 -

® GOALIE WANTED

A goalic is necded for the ‘81
Michigan Wolves selcct club soccer
team (boys born Jan. 1 to Dec. 31,
1981).

To schedule a tryout call Karen
Larson (478-4430) or Rocco Mitkov
{981-5642).

® GOLF OUTING

A golf outing sponsored by the
Our Lady of Victory Booster Club
Is set for Saturday, May 18, at Fox
Fhills Country Club in Plymouth.,

The format will be a four-person
scramble, and the $60 entry fec in-
cludes golt, funch, dinner and re-
freshments. Dinner only tickets are
avaitable for $20.

All procecds will support the
youth athletic pregrams ‘at Our
[ady of Victory Parish, Interested
golfers should call Larry Lemicur
a1 349-0012 or Ray Mudonis at 349
7039

® COLLECTORS'SHOW
The first annual Sports Collector
Card  Show, sponsored by the
Friends of Livenia Patks and Rec-
teation and the Livonla Family ¥'s
Invest in Youth program, will be
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday,
“April 20, at Edgar Arena, on Lyn-
don (west of Farmington Road and
south of Five Mile Road).
Admission is $2 per person.
Space is avallable for 335,
For mure information, call Bon-
e Jurcisin (261.2161) or Karen
Burskey (261-2260).

® HOCKEY SCHOOLS

The 1991 West Subarban Hockey
School, under the direction of Mich-
igan State  University assistant
coach Tom Anastos, will be Jul
through Aug. 23 at the U'miv
of Michigan-Dearborn lee Arena

Power skating and hockey school
classes will be conducted for boys
ages 6-15

The nstructional staff also in-
cludes Mike Humitz, Washington
Capitols scout; Pat Carmichael,
former  UM-Dearborn | assistant;
nd Lyle Phair, current Dhnois-

t(Aug 5-16)
For more anformation, call 846-
5478
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Adams grad 12-1, 6.14

On the cover of 1ast year's Oak-
land  University baseball media
guide were cight players, all wear-
ing Batman T-shirts. The gold-
lettered title above their names was,
appropriately, "The Batmen.

That was last year. Five of those
eight have graduated, taking with
them much of OU's affense and per-
sonality. As coach Paul Chapoton put
i, "The make-up of our team has
changed drastically .

The Pioneers had several break-
dawns last year, resulting in a 19.22
season and a 6-10 Great Lakes Inter.
collegiate  Athletic Conference
record, Hardly what was anticipat-
ed. after 2 3116 mark the previous
year.

“Last year was nothing thal we
expected,” said Chapoton. “It was a
crazy year.™ .

The hitting, supposed to be the
team’s strength, dropped off from a
336 mark in 1988.89' to .31 last
year. The earned run average rose
from 4.70 to well over six runs a
game. .

ONE REASON: OU played just
cight home games because the out-
field first got flooded and then, alter
dirt was applied to try to correct the
problem. turned into 3 quagmire.

That problem has been corrected.
but it may not help the Pioneers this
season. As Chapoton noted, there are
alot of other holes ta full.

“We're going to have to have the
puching because we simply don't
have the offense we had last year.”
he said. "We Just don't.””
ot only have outficlders Randy
Bailey and Dennis Milabar, second
baseman Tom Perkins, shortstop
Tim Bradley, catchers Dave
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OU sports

munity College. and Les Burley, a

Walczyk and Dave Arnold, and pitch-
ing ace Pat Sadowski graduated, but
several others expected to be the nu-
cleus of this year's squad will not be
arnund, for varying reasons.

Pitchers Mike Schih), Scott Tucker
and Tom Vandermeer have left the
team. apparently because they
disagreed wilh the amount of work
they got. Three others — first base.
man Chris  Bobo, catcher Matt
Konwerski and outfielder Ben Und-
cerwood — are also gone. Bobo and
Konwerski are academic casualties,
Underwood quit the team.

"WHEN YOU lose three guys
from fall baseball who were big,
power guys, it hurts,” said Chapoton.

Aut the OU coach, who will start
his fourth season at the helm Friday
at Kentucky State, was adamant
“We'Te not throwing in the towel. If
we play up to our potential, we can
beat anybody

“I don’t want 1o cry the blues, but
we do have holes

The Proneers also have “quality
prching.” according to ‘Chapoton.
Six_experienced - moundmen return,
problem 1s. the staff 1s still unde-
fined. Chapoton figures he has two
top starters in junior lefthander Tra-
cy Piehl (2-6, 581 ERA last season)
and sophomore righthander Matt
Byrd (3.2, 253 KRA)

After that, however, it gets a bit
fuzzy. There’s senior righthander
Dave Kalist (1-2, 6.52). Junior left-

" hander Jeff Tungate (1-3, 3.49); soph-

omore lefthander Aaron  Koleh-
mainen (12, 10.80), sophemore left-

Dawn Clifforg, yunior, Canton.

i
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. Dave Szpak returns 1o

from St Clair CC, and
two redshirt freshmen righthanders,
Dave Perazzis und Ralph Mugha

“I FEEL we have the depth, but

" we have people who are unproven,”

suid Chapoton of his staff. “Bui I
hope they can keep us in the game.™

The rest of the team 1sn't as for-
unate as the pitching staff. “We des-
perately need depth.” said Chapoton,

There are some 'strong points
start his
fourth scason at hirst base. The
nighthanded-hitung senior was sec-
ond-leam ‘all-GLIAC last year after
hitting 400, with team  highs in
homers (six) and runs batted in 133)
Szpak boasts a.carcer 351 batting
average.

Another senjor, Mike Gunn, also
returns but at a new position. A
starter at third base for two years:
Guan will move 1o left fivld and des-
ignated hitter. As a sophomore he
led the GLIAC 1n hatung with a 458
average. but fell off to 316 last year,
with two homers and 26 RBI

Gunn 1s moving from lhrd to
make room for sophomore Dylan
Raymond, who saw hmited action
1t beciuse of an elbow injury
nond s thoughl to have better

Re and a better arm than Gunn,
and “has shown flashes of being able
to it the ball,” according to Chapo-
ton .

WHERE OU 15 weakest 15 right up
the middle. Greg Revere, a junior
who was a utihity inficlder the last
two seasons, will play second base.
Revere hit 307 with 13 RBI last
year.

Autumn  Bunch.
Von

jumror, Salem

Jenny Tedesco, sophomore, Gan-
on I A 13

Ve

baseball

Two freshmen are being counted
o at shoristop: Derek McGaughey.
rom J7o 20T8E,
from Redford Union. Both will get
an «qual opportunity te play, satd
Chapoton, McGaughey is a right.
hunded hittee, Lezotte hits lefthand-
ed

1n the outfield there is some expe-
tience in senior Ron Ciurla, who —
like Gunn — is seeking a comeback.
A> a sophomare, Ciurla hit 337 with
four homers and 20 RBIL last year,
he ht 224 with two homers and 14
REL

Gunn and Gary Sobek, a junjor
1.233. seven RBI), will both play left
ficld. with {freshman Eric Resch
bicking up Ciurla in center. Tungate
1.349, 18 RBI), when he's not pitch-
10g. and freshman Ron Zit] will split
time in right field

BEHIND THE plate is more inex:
perience Junior Paul Kaiser, who *
hit 429 with two homers and seven
RBI in just 14 at-bats; has the edge -
as starter. John Karam, a sopho-
more transfer from the College -of
the Ozarks. and senior  Gary
Alatchanian tfrom Birmingham An-
dover), are viing for playing time.

“We're very young”  admutted
Chapoton. "We've got three seniors -
who will play a Jot. But if we get
somebody  hurt we'll have te
move peaple around, and everything
will get serewed up

Catching three-time GLIAC cham.
piwn Ferns State s a tall order for
OU, Saginaw Valley State is a strong
tile contender

Bul with better fortune than last
year, the Ploneers could prove chal.
lenging T think we can be respect.
able.” said Chapoton.

They'll get every chance in Ken-
tucky. playing 10 games in five days.
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