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MOVING PICTURES

Dwight Shultz and Sissy Spacek star in Richard Pearce's “The Long Walk Home.”

Costner and ‘Wolves’ set
to clean up at the Oscars

Tonlght's the night ly
struts its stuff, with-the annual Os-
car Derby stroking some egos and
wounding others. Whatever damage
is done and whoever sobers up to-
morrow to see their dreams realized,
viewers tonight can feast their cyes
on Hollywood glamour at its glitzl-
est.

And of high

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

drama, good entertalnment and
touching emotion interrupt the In-
n

Grading the movies

dustry’s annual
party.

This year's show should be predty
classy as, according to my predic-
tions, Kevin Costner and hls team
will bo up there quite often with ac-
ceptance speeches for their work on
“Dances With Wolves.”

A+| Topmarks - sure fo please

A | Ctosebehind- excelient

A- | Stiltin running for top honers

B+ | ‘Pretty good stutf, not pertect

for 12 Oscars, recipicnt of three
Golden Globe Awards (best drama,
screenplay and director), named best
picture by the prestigious Nattona)
Board of Review and, after four
months, more than $125 million at
the box office — it all adds up to a
considerable accomplishment for
Costner.

Particularly since "Dances With
Wolves” is the movie they said
couldn’t be done — and if It were —
it would have to 'be shorter than
Costner planned and, even then, ll
wouldn't make any money.

But Costner stuck to his prlm:lplcs
and made a gripping, entertaining
western whose sensitive treatment
of native Americans cagages every-
one’s sensibilities, The 12 Oscar
nominations ~ and the six or so he'll
probably win — testify not only to
his class act but 1o the fact that he
made  terrific movie.

WITH A lot less class but consjd-
crable attraction fer the kids, some
animatronic characters created by
Jim Henson's Creature Shop —
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles —
have become an international cultur.
al phenomenon via mavies, televi-

sion, comic books and T-shirts as-

well as numerous other secondary
merchandising gimmicks that annu-
ally total hundreds of millions of dol-
tars in revenue.

Distributed by former Detroiter
Robert Shaye's New Line Cinema
and written by North Farmington
High School graduate, Todd Langen,
“Teenage Mutant Niaja Tortles It
The Sccret of the Ooze™ (PG, 88 min-
utes) obviously §s trading on the title
characters’ wide-appeal and well-es-
tablished market with the younger
set. Interestingly enough, apparently
this episode intentionally was struc.
tured with fots of action and very lit-
tle violence 1o which parents might
nbject.

In fact, the film isn’t all that bor-
ing for adults with occasional flashes
of humor as counterpoint to the end-
less acrobatic combat of the turtles.
‘There's also brief flashes of thought.
ful commentary from the turtles'
mentor, Splinter, a four-foot, philo-
sophic rat, It may not be an accident
that Splinter reminds us of Yoda and
the Turtles' nemesis, Shredder, looks
an awful lot like Darth Vader.

In any cveat, parents will enjoy
“Tecnage Mutant Ninfa Turtles IT”
=, not as muck'as thelr. children —
but 1t won't be a painful pareatal

duty to accompany the kids to sce -

this one.

The time was 1955, the place
Montgomery, Ala, and the cvent
was the successful bus boycott, the
spark which drew African-Ameri-
cans together in their struggle for
human and constitutional rights so
long denied.

“The Long Walk Home" (A-, PG,
95 mioutes) tells that story through
the eyes of young Mirlam Thompsen
{Sissy Spacek) as, years later, she
narrates the story of her family
maid, Odessa Cotter {Whoopic Gold-
berg).

8 | Good

B- | Good but notabie deficiencies

C+| Justacutabove average

C | Mediocre

Not s0 hot and slipping fast

The very best of the poor stutt

Poor

“Dances With Wolves” (A, PG-13,
180 minutes),

Kevin Costner's magnificent ode
to brotherhood and brutallty on
America’s. western {rontler during
and after the Civil War.

“The Doars” (C, R, 135 minutes).

Oliver Stane's overly long, repetl-
tious story of Jim Morrison and rock
musical group, The Doors. Excessive
attention to Morrison's drug, booze
and sex problems are nelther attrac-
tive nor entertaining. Doubtful, as
well, that It will serve as a caution-

ary lesson.

“Edward Seissorkands” (C, PG-13,
100 minutes).

Unusual young man with scissors
instead of hands shakes up the sub-
urbs after moving in with the Avon
tady and her family.

“Ghost™ (A, PG-13, 105 minutes).

Banker's ghost (Patrick Swayze)
hangs around after life to protect
loved one {Detni Moare). Spiritualist
(Whoopi Goldberg) helps him and
this romantic comedy/thriller.  *

“GoodFellas” (B+, R, 145 min-
utes).

Martin Scorsese's lnlensu compel-
ling saga of three mobsters returns
after receiving half-dozen Oscar

- | Itdoesn't get much worse

D

D.

F | Truly awiul
Z | Resarved for the colossally bad
*

No advanced screening

Opening o0 a typical weekday
morning, the film depicts blacks
waiting for the buses which most of

. them relied on to get 10 work. Few

questioned  seating restrictions or
having to give up seats to whites.
Odessa rode the bus 1o her job in the
wealthier, white section where the
‘Fhompsons lived. But. through rain
and cold, Odessa supported the bay-
cott even though it meant long walks
to work every day. .

On the other side of the social
coin, Miriam, was always aware
that, no matter how exceptional
Odessa might be, she was black and
there was a terrible social gulf. Miri-
am’s hushand, Norman (Dwight
Schultz), along with many other
whites, feared blacks and  their
struggle for frecdom. His anger

Miriam’ to
her own treatment of blacks and (.h(‘
finds courage in Odussa’s strength

The excellent performances (and
characters) of Whoopi Goldberg and
Sissy Spacek’s are central 1o this
powerful and captivating film which
brings history to lifc. "“The Long
Walk Home” teaches an Inspiration.
al lesson about human courage that
must not he forgotten because there
is still a long journcy Lo travel in
human relations. (Reviewed by
Brian Dunn)

STILL PLAYING:

“Awakenings™ (B, PG-13, 121 min-
utes).

Romn Williams
Niro as doctor and

and Kobert De-
calatonic patient
{

“call to mind too many other films.

The doctor’s special care and sengi-
tivity lead to temperary recovery
but film lacks spark expected from
these talented actors.

“Book of Love” (B, PG-13, 98 min-
utes)

Nostaigic ook at high school in
the "50s and the problems of 'I(l()k‘<.
cer n lhmc “good ole da
ence” (C+, PG-13, 95

min-
utes),

tnrealistic, cliched story about
unruly solider (Char[lo Sheen) in the
stockade.

“Class Actlon™ (C R, 100 minutes).

Father-daughter attorneys, Gene
Hackman and Mary Elizabeth Mas-
trantenio, are not a team.

and iine technical values, the film is
to be condemned for glorifying vie
cious and violent gangsters.

“Gullty .by §usplclnn" (A, PG-13,
100 minutes).

Robert DeNiro's superb perform-
ance energizes this blend of fact and
fiction describlng the terrible pain
anti-communist hysteria infllcted on
Ila!l)v\oodmmc 50s.

“The Hard Way” (B, R. 105 min-
utes).

James Wood as tough cop doing
comedy doesn't match Michael J.
Fox's excellent spoof of movies and
movie people in this entertaining,
unusual buddy fitm.

“Ile Sald, She Sald” (B, PG, 110
minutes),

Entertaining story about squab- .
bling TV team (Elizabeth Perkins
and Kevin Bacon) with confusing
struclure detracting from viewing
experience.

“lome Alone” (B-,
utes).

Engaging comedy about young
bay (Macaulay Culkin) left at home
by accident.

"“If Looks Could KIII" (C PG-13)

High school student flunks French
hut winds up living the life of James
Hond.

“Kindergarien Cop” (B-,
105 minutes).

Schwarzenegger is macho and the
kids are cute but the plot isn't.

PG, 100 min-

PG-13,

Richard Grieco is a high
school student mistaken for a
top undercover agent who
winds up in an oulragcous
European adventure with Ga-
brielle Anwar in "It Looks
Coutd Kill.”

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Harris brilliant in ‘Field’

8y John Monaghan
spocidl wrlter

“It's a feld worth fighting for,"
says Bull McCabe, a gray-bearded
Irishman with deep trenches over his
eycbrows.

A grizzled surviver of the polato
famine, McCabe has tended this lush
Ileld as long as he can remember.
He's hauled baskets of seawced over
hills to fertilize It, turning it from
barren rock into three of the lushest
acres In the country.

In Jim Sheridan’s “The Field,”
currently playlng at {he Maple The-
atre, Richard Harris gives the per-
formance of a llfetime as McCabe,
The flim's deceplively simple story

SCREEN SCENE

shows the value of land and what
lengths some men will go to keep it.

MeCabe learns hls Jesson when the
land his famity has rented for gence-
ations finally goes up for sale. While
no man in the county would dare bld
against “The Bull" a brash young
American (Tom Berenger) arrives in
the vitlage and makes it known that
he's prepared to (op any offer,

“HE WANTS 1o cover God's green
grass ever with concrete and It’s a
mortal sin,” McCabe tells the village
priest. “I won't let him bury my
swcat and blood in conerete.”

“The Field" is full of such quote-
able lines, most dellvered by
McCabe, Harris plays him as a larg.

cr-than-life tragic hero whose many
flaws Include stubborness, extreme
pride and an unwlllingness to break
with the often painful past.

McCabe hasa’t talked to hls wife
in some 18 years, probably around
the time their cldest son dled. He
places too much hope on his remaln-
ing son, Thyge, (Sean Bean) who, un-
fortunately, .doesn’t share his fa-
ther's love of the land.

John Hurt, best known for his
amazing physical transformatlons In
“Fhe Elephant Man” and *“1984,"
plays a devllish little man who both
worships and betrays McCabe. Hurt,
several teeth blackened out and car-
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DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call 832-2730
for information. ($5)

“Larks on a String" (Czechoslova-
kla — 1968), 7 and 9:30 p.m. March
29-30 and 7 p.m. March 31. Jirl Men-
sel's satire of life under Soviet domi-
natlon was banned upon original re-
lease. It took 21 years for the fillm —
from the director of “Closely
Watched Trains™ — to make It to the
United States. {$5/auditorlum)

“Moon Over Harlem" (USA —
1939) and "Lylng Lips" (USA —
1939), 1 p.m. March 28-31. Two mere
films in the DFT's ambitious tribute
to Alrlean American Independent
films. “Harlem™ was directed by
low-budget wizard Edgar Ulmer

("The Black Cat,” “Detour"} and fol-
lows 2 protection racket Jed by evil
white gangsters. “Lying Lips,” from
ploneering black director Oscar Mi-
cheaux, stars Edna May Harris as an
attractive nightelub singer framed
for murder. With Earl Jones, father
gi I.llnmcs Earl Jones. ($31.50/recital
al}

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Ave.,
Dearborn. Call 943.2330 for informa-
tion. {free)

“The Twinkle in God's Eye” (USA-
1955), 7 p.m. March 25, Mickey Roo-
ney plays a clergyman who tries to
give some of that old-time religion
te a raucus Western town,

VIDEO VIEWING

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Middlebelt roads, Livonla. Call 476-
1166 for Information. {free)

“The Night of the Iguana” (USA —

'1964), 10 a.m. March.-26. Richard

Burton, Ava Gardner and Deborah
Kerr arc among the. genteel losers
down on thelr luck tn Mexico, John
Huston directed this fascinating
character study, Concluding a
month-long tribute to Ava Gardner,

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W.
Maple, Birmingham. Call 855.5090
for information. ($6, $3.50 twilight)

“Mr. and Mrs. Bridge™ (USA —
1980) Paul Newman and Joanne
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Despite  good “acting *

By Dan Greonbarg
spoclal writer

"Take twa videos and call me in
the morning.”

I everyone did so regularly, there
would still be a ton of video cas-
settes left over and catching up on
last week's releases would take quite
some doing.

Something out of the video-ordi-
nary, Luciano Pavarotti's “The
Event” (1930, color, not rated, 88
minutes) appeared March 21. Pa.
varottl Is well-known te opera {ans
even though his billing as “the
world's favorite tenor” may stimu-
lnte a few arguments.

Released coincldentally with the
PBS telecast of his famous concert
with Placido Domingo and Jose Car-

DNR State Falrgrounds

reras, this tape was recarded live at
ltaly’s Palatrussardi Concert Hall.
The concert, before 10,000 enthustas-
tic fans, celebrated World Cup he-
roes and includes well-known
operatic arlas as well as Neapolitan
songs.

But that's the exception with the
overwhelming portion of video case
sctte rentals drawn from recent the-
atrical hits.

Noteworthy recent releases in that
calegory include * l'ncll’lc Helghts,"
“Narrow Margln," Klnx of New
York" and “Blviog 1n."” And, during
this week, Jook for Gene Wilder in
“Funoy About Love,” Don Johnsen in
“The Hot Spot” and Susan Saran-
don’s much-acclaimed pt.rﬁ:rman('c
in “White Palace."

TRADING ON Paul Newman's
Broadway performance and Bo-
gart's 1955 fltm, “Desperate Hours"
{color, R, 106 minutes) was remade
last year with Mickey Rourke and
Anthony Hopkins, It wasn't very suc.
cessful at the box office but it may
interest home viewers, partlcularly
because of the considerable.interest
Hopkins has generated for his superb
performance as Dr. Lector in “Si-
lence of the Lambs,"

Indicative of the growing laser
dise market, MGM/UA Home Video
released “Desperate Hours” stmulta.
neously on laser disc on March 20,
the same day the video: cassette
premiered. You're in for a bargain
here sluce laser Is only $24.98 while
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Housg Seatss

=gats!
No seat farthor than
150 100t trom

8 Mlle & Woodward » Detroit

MAIL ORDERS ONLY! ORDER NOW!
SELECTED DISCOUNT PERFORMANCES * SUPPLIES LIMITED

7:30 P.M
Evening

Friday, March 22, 1991
Friday, March 29, 1991.
(Good Friday)

B

Ringstde (Rows 1.9)
Reserved (Rows 10.16)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-8)

+9:30 AM
Morning

Saturday, March 23, 1991
Saturday. March 30, 1991

Ringside (Rows
Reserved {Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

1.9)

730PM
Evening

Sunday, March 17, 1991
Sunday, March 24, 1991 -

Aingside {Rows 1-9)
Reserved {Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

7:30 P.M
Evening

Wednesday, March 20, 1991
Thursday, March 21, 1991
. Wednesday, March 27, 1991

Ringside (Rows 1-8)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

130 P.M

Afternoon (Easter)

Sunday. March 31, 1991

i g
>
B>
>

Ringside (Rows
Reserved (Rows
Ringside Ends (Rows 1.9)

1-9)
10-18)

Make your check or money order
Mad to METHOGROUF INC. « PO. Box 3

payable to: METROGROUP, INC.
241 . meinglon Hills, Mlchlgnn 48333
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