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Suburban cops target blacks — NAACP head

Civil Rights C
Last summer, for cxample, law offi-
cers in the Benton Harbar area shot
and Killed & man who ran fram a
house and failed to heed the officer's
order to hall.

the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People:

They can also complain directly to
1he police agency Invalved or its host
community. “Or they can go directly
0 court,” Castillo said.

Would we know if somelhing as
blantant as the Rodney King incident
had happened locally?

“Whether or not anybody found
ut it might depend on who

B8y Pat Murphy
stofl writor

Could the Rodney King Incident-in
Los Angcles happen in the Detroit
area?

Robert L. Willis, vice president of
the South Qakland chapter of the
NAACP, claitns suburban  police
treat blacks and minorities differ-
ently than whites.

“Hut we've never had anything
Yke that ‘incident in LA astillo
said Friday, “particularily in the De-
troft area.

“But llwn we might not find out

Willis, o Southfield resident, said S was assaulted and who, if anybedy,
police are more watchful of black . w"llnc- ld Il,’h aui‘d Reginald Lewis,
drivers and, consequently, e s hecn hon . the civil rights department’s come
more tickets to them. CASTILLO HAS been head of the munity service  represealative 1n

on for almost

wostern Wayne County.

have code phrases (in
munciations). They'll radio to ecach
other “BIL" meaning ‘Black in
Livonia™"
And, as long as there s discrimi-
natory treatment, e potential ex-
ists for violence, Willis says.
Michigun has Dad cases of police,
using excessive force before, said
John Roy Castillo, director of the

years and was a deputy direetor
and the department’s legislative liai-
son priar ta that,

“Most  police cencounters aren't
tape-recordesd,” he said, referring o
the fact that the King beating was
videotaped by a bystander using o
carder.

In Michigan & person can com-
ctions in numer.  Ci
contacling the omething like that could defi-
Ll\ll I(lrlu\ Commission, he or she “"1’) happen here: Any ”""K\ possi-
can contact agencies such as the  ble
Ameriean Civil Liberties Union or

JERRY TOBIN, public

offieers more appn-lwnsm-

The answer, Tobip suid, is sensi-
tivity training within the department
and a code of discipling jbody
has to realize there are rules and
poelicies concerning sical force,”
he explained. - And everybody has ta
realize there will' be problems af
those rules and pohieies sre violat-
ed”

THE RECORD that vxists seemms
to indicate; however. thal com-
plaints of excessivee foree by polive
are nfrequent and 1o most cases are
dismissed or lack of prohabl

cither that exeessive {oter. w,
wred, or that )t was causally linked
tlorace

Livonia, for example, had, hive
cumplaints of excessive police vio
Jence from Scptember 1978 0 the
present. according to the Michigan
Department of Crval Rights

All but two were dismissed after

safety direetor, agreed. But for

‘Whether or not anybody found out
— about it might depend on who was

assaulted and who, if anybody,

witnessed it.’

somewhat different reasons.
ZSomething like that could happen

ny. department in the United

States,” said Tobin, whose 38- -year

the  dep nvestigated  and
determined there wis o probable
cause Lo conclude there was violence
ur that 3t was related o e, sard
Williamn J. Holmes, the departinent's
assistant dsreclor of enforcement

take  the
Holme . sids
happeted

ca

mta eivil  court,
1 don't know what
ter that

The ne County - Sheritl’s De-
partment had Wiree similar com-
plianis during that satne l" )wr pe
Trnd, aecurding to b

One was dismissed ln-( se of @
bk of evidence, or no probable
¢ Twh cases were withdrawn
the  complistnants  withdre

nwu complatnts te pursue them in
vl rourt

- records do not reflect
f thone cases.

ry 1989 a black ma
Cutng l nuul thist Grarden City pohi
veed exeessive foree in deahing with
han That complaint was distmssed

IN ODAKLAND COUNTY, the City
of Southfteld hud five complaints of
pilice fmec over the last
ording to state records.
sed or withdrawn
4 ue- comptaint of

cpr
All were dix

Birmineh
excessive for

ehle s

Castille,. te
departi ng, eaut un
g e ek |ncumpl(lt
pe ml
Il b that anvthing .can
¥ so far, we

d here that
¥ang case in

- departments are

sboul & etk later, again after the
civil nighits department ruled there
wies 1 probatle came to believe the
s o uted
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stints in Birmingham, West Bloom.
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The prevalence of guns and drugs

. most specifically crack cocaine

makes for some very tense ar-

Cardlen
Slyle
lable

Alhate anywhete,
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rests, Tobin said. The drugs and guns
give the violator a sense of power
and aggressiveness while at the
same timme making law enforcement
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A determination of “po probable
cause” means there 1s 6ot CRouRh ¢
idénee to conciude that exressive
lorce was used, he siad “But that
could mean 1L never happened. or
thatnobody could prove 1t hap:
pened.”

Two of those cases i Livonia
were withdrawa from the jurisdie-
uon of the Civil Rights Department
after the person involved decided to

wnn
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