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Hills famlly escapes flre
home’s 1st floor gutted
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minutes to

-~ BILL AND Terri, as well as their
daughters, Kaleigh, 4. and Shelby, 7,
escaped infury. The Gribecks® cat,
Penclupe, was still in the burning
house when firefighters arrived at
21969 Middlebelt, near Shiawassee.
Penclope is believed to have re-
mained in the burning house for
about 14 minutes before a firefighter
rescued the eat by breaking a win-
dow and letting her jump oulstde.

“That's alt they (Kaleigh and Shel-
by) wanted 10 know - if the cat was
all right,” Bill Gribeck said.

He said he had been asleep on the
downstairs cuuch when something
woke him up. Gribeck saw the fire,
which firefighters belleve started
near the couch, and tried for a few

it.

When he realized he was unable to
extinguish it himself, Gribeck said
he shouted upstalrs to his wife to get
the kids, who were watching TV, out
of the house.

Once the children were taken out.
side, Terri Gribeck said she ran back
inta the burning house and called 911
for belp. By the time she reached the
phone at the back of the house and
returned to where her husband was
standing in the doorway, the house
was so filled with smoke she could
barely see.

THE GRIBECKS, both 1876 Livo-
niz Stevenson High School graduates
who dated since the seventh grade,
were thankful the family was safe
but mourned the loss of sentimental

belongings, such as photographs, as”

well as antiques, a record collection
and family Bibles, Same of the pho-

tos the Gribecks lost in the fire

Thursday night w of & good friend
who wus recently killed in an auto
accident.

The family will move to an apart-
ment for 2-3 tmonths until their house
is repaired and made y for theif,
return. Damage to the house wias es-
timated at $30,000 and $35,000 to be-
lungings.

Farmington Hills police closed
northbound and southbound traffic
on Middlebelt so firefighters could
use a hydrant on the east side of the
thorovghiare.

Sharon LeMienx contributed to
this report.

Local cops: L.A. beating

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmiugton-area  police ‘inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the'past week:

© MOPED MANIA

Two unidentified youths have re-
portedly been racing around and
bothering . employees aof Antonio's
Hair Salon, 29657 Orchard Lake
Road, March 15, according to a
Farmington Hills police report,

Alter employees saw the youths
racing around the building, they
heard what sounded like a BB shot.
They later noticed that four of the
cars in the parking lot were dam-
aged with scralehes and possibly
BRBs, resulting in an estimated $300
1o each car.

Employees reported that . the
youths returned March 20 to the
salon racing around the lot and
throwing rocks,

@ ASSAULT AND BATTERY

T A l4-year-old Detroit  youth
faces an assault and battery charge
dfter he reportedly jumped op the

his Jeans and underwear off and ex-
posed himself to her, When she had
shouted to the man that she had
called police, the man got dressed
and drove away.

The same man apparently url-
nated on a Dumpster in the same
arca more than a week before this
incident.

© BOMB THREAT

The Farmington YMCA, 28100
Farmington Road, re: i
-ond bomh threat th
1:25 p.m., March 19,
Farmington Hills palice report.

A receptionist at. the YMCA
received a phone call from an uni-
dentified man with a deep voice
who said the building and another
called the First-Step near the
YMCA should be emptivd as they
“would be blown up.” The man
then hung up.

Palice searched the building and
found nothing. People were "not
cvacuated.

The YMCA also received a bomb
eeat in January from an unident)-
tetreirter -

*March 16-18.

len from Amerlcan
9105 Grand Rlver,

ported sl
Transmission,

"Wooden " paliets valued at $400
were reporicd stolen from Kmart,
30800 Orchard Lake Road, March

Wire rim wheels valued at $500
were reporied stelen from a 1990
Cadillac parked at the Finnish Cen-
ter, 35200 Eight Mile, March 14.

Two coats valued at $350 were
reported stolen from a 1981 Olds-
mobile parked at Denanison's
Seafood Tavern, 27909 Orchard
Lake Road, March 15.

Two chain saw, two drills, a
wood trimmer and hedge trimmer
valued at $475 were reported
stolen from a garage on Tredwell,
March 11-12.

A wallet containing some U.S.
money and Swiss' francs totaling
about $98 was reported stolen from
a purse at Harrison High School,
29995 t2 Mile, March 16.

Golf clubs valued at $686 were
reported stolen from a huusc on
Dohany, March 12-15.
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‘intolerable, uncalled for’
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blow Inflicted.

An estimated 25 Los Angetes-area
officers were at the scene of the
beating, which was recorded on vi-
deo by an onteoker and broadeast
over natlonal television, .

The incident has focused attention
on the issue of cxcessive force, ang
prompted the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment to begin a nationwide review
of police brutality.

No.complaints of excessive force
against either Farmington-area de-
partment are pending, the chiefs
said, although cach department has
its share of non-brutality concerns
and complaints from citizens which
are always investigated.

Both stressed their departments
are run in a professional. manner,
and while necessary force is some-
times used in arrest situations, it has
never become excessive.

“Our officers are trained. We're
known as a very professional police
department in -the state,” Dwyer
said. "We're community oriented.
We're reactive, not proactive.”

Lauhoff belicves residents and of-
ficers need to work together in to-
day's world to unite against crime.
“Today's officer understands his au-
thority shows,” he sald. “He doesn't
use that as a tool. He has respect for
the individual on the street and ex-
peets respect back.”

IF A situation tike the one in L.A
were to oceur locally, both chiefs
said they would handie the situation
through an internal - investigation
and proceed with prosecution if nec-
essary. “Citizens have to undurstand
their police departments see this as
the most serious type of offense,”
Lauholl added. “If you step out of
those bounds, you will be held strict-
ly accountable,

. “The most important thing 'to me
is that these kind of basic rights are
never violated, and if they are, then
we will step in immediately.”

Dwyer concurred. “You set the
tone of the depariment,” he said.
“The men and women have to be
made aware you will not condone
brutality,”

If departments are managed prop-
erly from top to bottom, officers
would know what behavior in acept-
able-and what is not, Lauhoff added.
“I’s a totally unacceptable situation
any time excessive force is used.
Icople say ‘those things can happen.”
No they can't unless there’s fotal
breakdown In hiring, training and su-
pervifion.”

“1 truly and sincerely belicve llu
wouldn’t eccur in Farmington il
Dwyer added. .

The Associated Press contribute
oid to this story.

Welcome mat out for Gulf soldiers
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SCHREMSER HOPES congres-

siona) appraval will come within 90
days. “We'd reaily like 10 have those
boys In here,” Schremser said. “Viet-
nam vets are in their 40s and 50s.
It's much better to get a younger
bunch in here.”

Although there is no AmVets Post
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in the Farmington area, the closest
post at 1217 Merriman in Westtand
will aceept new members from this
area, sald Leo Akubeno, Amvets
member and Vietnam War veteran.
“We were' the lirst ones to have
Vlelnam vets,” Akubeno said,
Mcmbership here has i

but not hccausc of Desert Storm.”
The Westland Post has 418 mem-
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back of a staff ‘member at Boy's
Republic, 28000 Nine Mile, March
19, according to a Farmington
Hills police report.

The youth reportcedly wanted (6
enter the administration office
through a doorway where the staff
member was standing. When the
staff member told the youth he was
not permitted in the office the
youth jumped on his back and had
hitn in a headlock until the staff
member freed himself. The youth
then Kicked the stalf member in
the groin. :

A petition for charges against
the youth will be filed with the
Oakland County Prosecutor’s office
and the Oakland County Probate
Cuurt, juvenile division.

® INDECENT EXPOSURE

An unidentified man  exposed
himself to a 38-year-old woman
March 20 at the” Botsford Place
Terrace Apartments, 27883 Inde-
pendence, according tn a Farming-
ton Hills palice repors.

The wotan told police sh
pickup truck pull up and a man g
out. As he saw the wornan he took

@ INDECENT EXPOSURE -

An unidentified man exposed
himsell to a 32-year-old  West
Bloamfield man wha was jogging
on northbound Drake about | pan.
March 20, according to & Farming-
ton Hills palice report.

The jogger saw a car stop
ley Forge and Drake roads
man in the car wave to him,
for directions. The jogger
to the car 1o find that the driver
was dressed only in a T-shirt and
was fondling himself.

When the driver tricd 10 grab the
Jjogger and pull him into car, the
jorger broke free. The driver then
left at a high rate of speed on
aorthbound Drake.

® THEFTS REFORTED

Studs and lumber valwed at
$1.774 were reporied stolen from
Meadowridge  Condom 3
Meadowridge, March 18

Jewelry valued at §1, 550
ported stolen from a suiteas
Boliday Inn, 38123 10 Mile, March
15-17.

Cheeks valued ot §950 were re-

s reported stolen from a 1988
Cadillace at Darrell's Shell Ser-
vice, 27831 Orchard Lake Road,
March 7-8,

A long-barrel shotgun, AM/FM
cassetle  player, door speakers,
cash and coins tataling $980 were
reported stolen from a unit at Inde-
pendence Green Apartments on
Washington Court, March 15-16.

Four wire wheels valued at $600
were reported stolen from a 1990
Cadillace on Glen Cove, March 16-

17.

A TV, electric guitar, amplifier,
microwave, cains and candy bars
valued at $1,400 were reported
stalen from a house on Greening,
Mareh 17,

® DAMAGE REPORTED

. Someone who was shooting a BB
gun is blamed for damage to two
cars and & front door on Fernhill,
March 17. Windows on a 1984
Dodge were broken resulting in an
estimated- $600 damage. Damage
was estimated at $400 to the win-
dows of 4 1983 Dodge. Damage to a
front door was vstimated at $50,
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