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in outbuildings for $30 per couple,
which includes breakfast and a tour,
but not dinner. Dinner may be re-
served though at $27.50 per person,
Madewood, s open 18 am. 1o 5
pm. except Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas and New Year's Day. Cantact
Madewood, Route 2, Box 478, Napo-
jcenvilte, LA 70390, or call (504) 369-
7i51.
‘Nattoway

Nottoway Is not-as homey .as

Madewood. An overaight stay is .

more like staying In an vlegant hotel,
What I remember best is the scold-
ing, birds that woke me in the morn-
ing. Here, about 40 miles frem New
Orteans, [ was truly in the country.

Another memorable part of my
yisit was the chance to explore the
mansion on my own, after the guided
rours were finished for the day. The
lights were dimmed. There was no
one to guide or hurry me ajong, and I
was free to linger in what felt like a
private muscum,

Nottoway was built using the best
wood available on a 7,000-acre sugar
plantation. Completed in 1859 and
designed by the Madewood architect,
the mansion was built by the John

Randolph family. It's the largest
plantation in the area, with 64
rooms, 53,000 square feet of living
space and, llke Madewood, 365 open-
ings. Italianate and Greek revival in
stylé, the manslon has 22 supporting
columns and two flanking staircases
leading to the main entrance,

A beautifully restored home, the
gentlemen's study features curtains
that are replicates of those used by
Scarlett O'Hara to make her dress in
“Gone With the Wind."

There are 11 bedrooms and two
suites available for overnight guests,
including the master bedroom and a
bridat suite with a Jacuzzi. Each has
a private bath, and all are furnished
with antiques and decorated with
fresh flowers. There is also a pool
{or the usc of overnight guests.

Rates range from $125 to $250 per
couple, including wine and snacks
upon arrival; a marntng wake-up
with coffee, juice and a wonderful
sweet  potato  biscuit; a country
breakfast on the ground floor of the
mansion; and a guided tour.

Randoiph Hall restacrant is open
for lunch and dinner across the
grounds from the main mansion. It's
large and elegant, with impressive
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them by mail from Box
Middleburg, VA 22117

Stand in front of Tirvelda Real
Estate and read the house ads. All
of thesn state “Price upon request.”
which “translated means, “If you
have to ask, you can't afford it.”
The town's laundromat includes a
sign that reads, “Only use the green
machines if you're washing horse
blankets.”

The Red Fox. a famous and his-
10ric inn, provides late Tunch, tea, a
beer, or early dinner. The low-
beamed tavern room with epen
hearth, polished plank tables, cop-
per pots, fresh flowers, white-
washed walls and recessed win-
daws ereate a perfect ambiance
The food 15 cxcellent and the over-
mght accommodations outstanding.
well worth the focus of another
weekend

Another detour fram Leesburg s
1o neachy Aldée. home of The Tattle
River lon and the charming own-
ers, Tucker and Mary Ann Wither.
The inn ncludes the main house
with five bedrooms, living room,
dining, room and two small cot

4L

Reader has tips on
Alaska and Florida

. ervations call (703) 327-6742,

. geects the guests 1 a classy tux

tages as well as a no-frills ion
called Woodburn.” -

With their own home, their an-
uque shop, their involvement in the
restoration of the old mill and son
Calder's tomato stand, it's evident
thal the Withers own most of Aldie.
A goat. several sheep and a donkey
add to the ambiance of this small
tewn. Rooms are $75 to $125 a
might, breaktast included. For res-

We relurned to Leesburg for din-
ner at The Limelight, across the
sireet from The Norris-House Inn.
Dwned and operated by Christina
and George Vetsch, it offers a ‘de-
hightfu) cambipation of gourmet
meals and the sitaple pleasure of
George's warm cheese bread. The
service gy excellent, the dining lei-
surely, and the surroundings pleas-
ant .

Christina. & knockout brunette,

and spends ume at cach table,
chatting with the patrons and care-
{ully explaining the items an the
meny. This 15 dining at it's best
Heservations are suggested: (703)
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Visitors to Madewood are treated liké’
friends of the family, welcome to .
explore the home with its beautiful
antiques and impressive art work, and
actually use the rooms.

chandeliers and a grand piano in the

. main dining room. Service is atten-
tive and the food is wonderful: small
portions beautifully prepared and
presented.

Noltoway is open dally, except
Christmas, 9 am. to 5 p.m. For in-
formation, write P.0. Box 160, White
Castle, LA 70788, or call (504) 545-
2730

Other plantations with guest ac-
commedations include Qak  Alley
{which is straight out of "Gone With
the Wind"); Tezcuco, a small sugar
plantation with simpler accommoda-
tions; and Ormeond Plantation, which
1 haven't seen.

The 28 oak trees from which Oak
Alley takes its name dominate the
landscape and, in some ways, eclipse
the mansion. Planted by a French

settler in the early 1700s 1o form a
path to the Mississippt River, the
trees are now so big that lmbs cx-
tend 1o the ground. The mansion,
Greek revival with 28 colyrons duph-
cating the oaks along the drive, was
used as the scetung for the TV movie.
“The Long Hot Summer !
The back yard fedtures more
large oaks along the pathway to the
slave cabins, some of which have
been made into cottages for over-
night guests. (The cottages renl for
$75 to $100 per night and snclude a
cantinental breakfast) For infarma-
tion, call (504) 265-2151, or write to
Route 2 Box 10, Vacherice, LA 70090

-Tezcucn

Large oaks covered with moss
also greet visitors to Tezcuco, built
in Greek revival style in 1855 with &
Creole influence The mansion i fur-

nished with antiques, some of which
belonged to the original owners.
Most overnight accommodations are
restored and converted outbuildings
and slave quarters, and include
futchens. Many also have fireplaces.
The price range Is $60 to $95 per
night. !

A suite with kitchen and two bed-
rooms 1s available in the main house
for $185 per night. All rates include
wifie IR your room upon arrival, a
tour uf (he mansion and a Creole
breakfast served in your room .

Tuurs are conducted daily by
guides in antebellum costumes from
10 am lo 5 pm The grounds in-
clude « chapel, a carriage house and
a children's play house. There's an
antique and gift shop 1o the mansion
basemenl  For information, call
1504y 562-3929. or write Tezcuco
Plantation, 3138 Hwy. 44, Darrow.
LA 70726
Houmas House

Named for the Houmas Indiuns
who once ownéd the land, Houmas
flouse was bult in 1840. The original
dwelling, a Spanish-style home built
in the fale 1700s, was preserved and
later attached to the main house by a
curriage way The house 1s near Con-
Vent, 1.a L (504) 4737841

Virginia towns are wonderful
spots to leave hubbub behind
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which translated means, “If you
have ta ask, you can't afford it.” The
town’s laundromat includes a sign
that reads, "Only use the green ma-
chines if you're washing horse blan.
kets.”

The Red Fox. a famous and histor-
ie inn, provides late lunch, tea. a
beer, or early dinner. The low-
beamed tavern room with open
hearth, polished plank tables, copper
pots, fresh flowers, white-washed
walls and recessed windows create a
perfect ambiance. The food is excel-
lent and the overnight accommoda-
tions outstanding: well warth the
focus of another weekend '

Another detour from Leesburg i
1o nearby Aldie, home of The Little
River Inn and the charming owners.
Tucker and Mary Ann Wither. The
1nn includes the main house with five
bedrooms, living room. dining room
and two small cottages as well as a
no-trills inn called Woodburn

With their own home, their antique
shop, their involvement in the resto-
ration of the old mill and son Cald-
er's tomatoe stand, it's evident that
the Withers own most of Aldie. A
goat, several sheep and a donkey add
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I prefer to stay at The Norris House
Inn. My prejudice may well stem from
the fact that my daughter Libby is the
innkeeper! But the inn is charming.

to the ambiance of thts small town
Rooms are $75 to $125 & mght,
breakfast included For reservations
¢adl (703, 327.6742 .

We returned to Leesburg for din-
ner at The Limelight, across the
street from The Norris House lon
Owned and operated by Christini
and George Vetsceh, it offers & do
hghtful comipation of  gourmet
meals and the simple pleasure of
George's warn cheese bread  The
service 15 excellent, the dimng lei
surely, and the surroundings pleas.
ant

Christina, 4 knockout bruoette,
preets the guests 16 a classy tux and
spends time @ th tabl 1ng
with the patrony and carefully ex-
planing the items on the mena This
1 ding at ats best’ Reservations
are suggested 1703 T73-7402

Sundays are Jeisurely in Leesburg
After hreakfast there are many his-

turie churches 1o attend, of a visit to
the famous  Oatlands  Plantation
ikt be in order This s wine coun-
ry and a vineyard visitis {un

Tlthe the new Tarara which pro-
duces & wonderful wine and 1s home
to Margaret and Whitey Hubert. TIt's
fun o sip wine. make a_purchase,
tur and enjoy the atmospher
Tarara offers meetng facilities. pice
fie grounds and group tours Forine
frmaton call+ 7031 771-7100
oam al The Noroy
Ruest book The com-
in my bedroom
1ten by o recen aum up
triy dove for Leusburg “The hospital-
1ty nf The Nornis House and the am-
are of the town brings me back i
When life was quieter, mote
cutar and less heetie We all need
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FUTURE TRAVEL

1.800-338:9941 or (313) $59.-5750
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American Re

Taste the Old South in Mississippi mansions

Sasn Franclsco plantation

Built in 1860, Sap Francisco plan-
tation-is decorated with a nautical
theme. The style of the home blends
ld Creole with Greek revival. Lo-
cated on LA 44, south of Houmas
House, (504) 535-2341.
Destreban plantation

The oldest plantation in the area,
with the central portion built in
1787, Destrehan was used during the
Civil War as a tralning grounds for
{revd slaves. Located on LA 48, elght
miles from New Orleans Interna-
tiunal Airport, (504) 764-9315
Ormond plactation

Styled after the sugar plantations
of the West Indies, Ormond was built
In 1789 Overnight accommodations
are offered Located on LA 43, near
Destreran .
Restaurants

The Cabin, at the corner of LA 44
and LA 22 just north of Houmas.
House, 15 housed in several restored
slave cabins Open 7 am. to 3 pm.
Monduy through Wednesday, 7 am.
10 % pm Thursday, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 7-am. to 6
pin Sunday, (504) 473-3007

Lafitte's Landing, just under the
Sunshine Bridge, was purportedly
one of Jean Lafitte’s hangouts during
the eorly 18005 Open 1l am. t0 3

s ‘pem Monday, 6 pm. 1010 pm Tues-

day (hrough Saterday, and 11 am. to
B pm Sunday,(504) 473-1232

NEW PACKAGE TOURS
VISIT

- ]
“Venice of America
San Antonio. Texas
a truly unique city'
+ 4 nights hotel . -
wnenlo Alamo)
« Dinners = Sightseeing
- Transters  + Escorloed
(ncluding-Rountrip Airtate

now onLy $669.....

Catt (313) 6355050

or |e.001 3361480
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= Travel & Tours .
3 W. Mapis, Meaninghom, M

“ALASKA CRUISE
Sailing on the
CRYSTAL HARMONY

July 6 & 18
an Francisco - San Francisco
Round Trip
20° Discount Per Porson

i CALL NOW
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Cruise to

BERMUDA

‘Celebrity-Cruises

“Horizon”
July 27
Cali

Only.By-Sea, Inc.

2nd Person

!

Cruises FREE
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