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It makes room for 88 passengers

“willlng to trade crulse ship ameni-

n;u\mlnlns valleys and anclent tem-

ples. .
.Cabhls are’ gm.lll and spartan bul

ties for the rare tospend

. 18 days crulsing the remote Marguo-

sas — the island chaln farthest from

. any continent.

Renowned for thelr spectacular
volcanic Jandscapes, unusual archae-
ological sltes, artistic beritage and
friendly people, the Marquesas are

.one of“Polynesia’s most appealing

destinations.
Aranul calls at six islands where
gers walch cargo operatlons,
a spectacle 1 jtself, or joln guided
excursions (included in the crulse
price} to pristine beaches, verdant

air some include tollet
and shower, The dining room serves
three hearty mieals a day, famlly
style. A sun deck sports a small salt-
water pool.
Fares range from $180 to $220 per
day, expensive by [relghter stand-
Lards but a giant vacation value in
pricey” French Polynesia, If you're
willing to sacrifice comfort and pri-
vacy you can resetve space on the
covered aft deck for $80 a day, In-
cluding mattress, meals and zhore
excurslons. Perhaps the romance of
freighter travel lsa't dead after all.

The current pel.' diem range of $75 to
'$150 for most freighters is about half

of what you'd pay for space on a

typical cruise ship.
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'Qgirgd'carr‘iers | offer low prices to travelers -

35 different ports:.
Al

d-roving but oplional excursions,
ered

though it can as
many as 316 passengers Io. 164
modest cablns, Narvik is far too

For more information, write to Com-
pagnle Polynesicane de Transport
Maritime, 595 Market St #2880,
San’ Franclsco, CA "94105, or call
(415) 541-0677. AP

® The Narvik serves up scenery
of a more Nordic nature, It's one of
the newest and largest members of

Woman enjoys skipping town;:
vacationing on big freighters

' Contlnued trom Page 6

"Most passenger freighters are

: limited to 12 passengers or less, 50

we soon became a family. We had 19
days together on the open sca before
we reached Hong Kong. By the time
we Singapore and got to Aus-
tralla, we didn't want to get of 1"

Kathy had visiled Australla by air
once before, when her father was
temporarily stationed there, but It
was a lonely life for a single woman
In the far western city of Perth.

She had an interesting job, organ-
izing a blood bank, but two years lat-
er found another freighter and came
home, vla Tahjti.

“Have you been to Tahiti?” she
asked.

- "No." T v

"Don't bother,” she said. Se much
for that exotic getaway.

1t was 1987 before she did it again,

" sailing four months from Seattle to

Indla on an American freighter.
“This time I got a’leave of absence,
and after. three and a half monhs 1
declded I'd better come home before
Ilost my job.” .

She's sull traveling, but at the
noment she's dolng short trips. Last

year, for example, shc‘ took her 85
year-old step-mother up the Yangste

River in Chlna aboard the cruise .

shlp Occan Pearl. But she hasn't giv-
e up freighters. She gets a freighter
newsletter every month and Is work-
tng on her next itlnerary, °

“What I like about frelghters ls
that you can really get away from
“the world, [ don't llke crowds, It's
better with just a few people around
so that I can really get to know
them. 1 like (o be free to do my awn
thing, with no planned actlvities,

“I like the beautiful large cabins
on a {reighter and all the personal
attention from officers and crew, in-
cluding the captaln, I llke the quiet
and the feeling of togetherness of the
passengers.” [

What kind of people would ‘llke
freighter travel?

“People who enjoy a leisurely llfe,
looking out to sea, making their own
fun In small groups. People who like

" a qulet life, although It Lsn't always

qulet. Lively poople have llvely
(lmes and lots of parties. You can do
whatever you want,or can talk other
passengers Into!"

What do you do every day?

“Qften I got up bglore breakfast to
walk a mile or 50 on deck. 1 took a
big history book aboard to improve
my mind, but unless I réad it first

. thing in the morning 1 never had

time. .

“Every day I wrote In'my journal.
The trip with elder passengers was
much quleter that one with younger
passengers. Older folk-put puzzles
together and went to bed at 8:30 p.m.

after the movle every night. The

younger passengers had- parties,
played bridge, swam In_the pool,
stayed up half the night partying
with officers and crew. i

* ' “The two trips’ on Norweglian
freighters were more fun than the

one on the American Irelghter. The

captaln seéts the trend. Norwegians
were younger and more light-heart-
ed”than’ Americans. The American
Ireighter made rules we bad to {ol-
low, like not being allowed on the
bridge, which is unheard of on other
frelghters.” Kathy Wentz is present-
Ty tho supervisor of the blood bank-at
Beaumont Hospital in- Troy; but
don't be zurprised if one day soon she
gets that look in Hereye and starts
* packing again,

‘Choice abounds in freighter market

Continued from Pago 6

“A true frelghter traveler wants
to do sea travel without all the stuff
that goes on.aboard crulse ships.
Want to be on their own, doa't mind
reading a book or playing cards or

- enjoying life at sea without a crulse

director.”

According to Kirk, real freighter

- buffs don't buy the American or
other large luxurious ships lsted In ~

our main article. Those ships are
more attractive to people who have
done some upscale cruising and want
totry frelghters. * s

Kirk- will send you a frec copy of

his pamphlet, 35 Most Commonly
Asked Questions. About Freighier
Travel and_informatlon about: the

newsletter TravLtlps. Write to'183. |

97 Depot Road, P.O. Box 188, Flush-
Ing. NY, 11358, For rescrvations and
$15 a year membership, call toll-
free (800) 872-8584. *

an 11-ship coastal stcamer (leei

serving the fjord-slashed coast of .

Norway. < -

For nearly a century, this family
of sturdy, versatile ships has carried
cargo, mall and people from Bergen
In the south to Klrkenes in the north
on a 12-day round-irip run, calling at

‘to.take on'the airs of a

cruise ship, She more often resem-
.bles aferry, carrying up o 40 veh!-
cles and hundreds of short-hop pas-
sengers.

Clif(-lined fjords, brightly paloted
fishing vlllages, rocky Islands and
forest-clad mountains line the way
as Narvik churns a serpentine course
along one of the world's most spec-
tacular coasis, more Lhan half of it
Iying north of the Aretle Circle.

Bricf stops, often as short as 45
minutes, don'{ lcave much tRee for

off the ship makes an
extended call.

Summer fares range from $112 to
$200 per day, less from. ber
y. For moce information,
write to Bergen Libe; 505 Fifth Ave.,
New York, NY 10017, or czll (800)
323-7436. .

For information on freighter trav- -
el, contact your travel agent, Sever-
al freighters can be booked through
Freighter World Cruises Inc., 180 S. -
Lake Ave., #335, Pasadena, CA
91101, (800) 449-3108, or through-

. Cruise and Frelghter Travel Associ-

atlos, P.O, Box 188, Flushing, NY
11358, (800) 872-8584.
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can . ldentify every sound or
smell, rock or reptile, you may ea-
counter. Programs range from 10
to 30 days duration and prices for
most fall between $275 and $450
per day. .-

® Yet another expedition ship,
the 164-passenger Frontier Splrit,
is due to begin service by year's
end under the Salen-Lindblad
banner, .

‘A Lloyd’s Super lce Class rating
will enable the vessel to cruise the
Arctic and ever-popular Antarctic
in direct competition with Society
Expedition ships. Ironlcally

commanded by Captaln Hetoze Aye
who steered Society vessels on 52

Antarctic voyagts.:md two historic

enough, the Frontler Splrit will be *

navigations of the Northwest Pas-

sage during a 16-year carcer with

the company. L
Visits 1o exotic destinations

Smaller ships find their way to
adventure in exotic ports of call

roy sald Renalssance is emphasiz-
ing “destination-oriented cruises,
wrapped in luxury and enhanced by
in-depth onboard lectures and high-

worldwide will be bya .

dozen motorized landing craft plus
scuba and snorke] facilitles. Expe-

dition prices averige about $245 .

per day. .

® With three of Its eight  100-
passenger luxury mini-cruisers
now in the water, Renaissance Cru-
ises is finding an active market

among what its president, Mark’

Conroy, describes as a
- “disériminating.intellectually curi-
ous clicntele . . . seasoned cruisers
who fit somewhere between the ex-
plorer set and the champagne-and-
caviar crowd.”
To satisfy this niche group, Con-

.quallty shore N

QOnce "alf elght of {ts matching,
yacht-like Italian-built vessels with {*
the same name — Renaissance I,
H, 111, etc. — are In service, some-
time in early 1992, the Norweglan-
owned line will offer a roster of
itineraries that span the globe,
calling on nearly 200 of the world's
most exotic and unusual ports.

Renalssance Crulses® destination
focus is supported by modular
scheduling that allows passengers
to combine ltineraries.

travel notes

The Redford Travelers are offes-
ing a trip to the Oregon coastline
July 10-16 for $979. A slide presenta-
tion preview will be 12:30 pum.
Thursday, April 4, at Redlord Com-
munity Center, 12121 Hemingway at
Capital, For information, call Millie
from 9 am. to§ p.m., 937-1984,
GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT

The Grand Traverse Resort starts
its spring lineup this week with the

April 5-6. Antique - Show Weekend.
April 19:20 a treasureTunt, May 4-5
and June 1.2 Orvis Fly . Fishing
School, May 24-26 Memorial Day
Getaway, May 3i-June
Watcher's Weekend.
Guests 'will get one free hour of

. tennis-court time to 18 holes of golf

during vach stag April 19 through
May 30.'For more information, con-

tact Dave Waskiewicz at (616) 938- .

2100.

1 Bird

NEW PACKAGE TOURS
VISTT
“Venice of America"

'’ San Antonio, Texas
... & truly unique city!

-4 nlﬁh(s hotel

{nextto Atamo) , *
* Dinnors  + Sightseeing
+ Translers  « Escorted

Including Rountrip Airfare -
-
now onLy $669....
Lot {gag 6;5-5050
) .0
ﬁ@&_ Randoiph
il 3 Travel & Tours
3358 W. Maple, Mrminghaw, Mi 46018 |

"WE DON

that petice. All around the globe, at sea and
ashore, men and women of the U.S. Navy are
working hard o safeguard your tomorrow.

Thex}‘ré protecting you, representing you and
making you proud of your.country.

IT?S YOUR NAVY.




