—temw

200 %

O&E Mondny, Aprll 1, 1981

MOVING

IN

PICTURES .

Staring as The Five I;{earlbeats are Leon Harold '
Nlchnlu (from left) as J.T., Robert Townsend

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

as Duck, Tico Wells as Choirboy, Harry J: Len-
nix as Dresser and Michael Wright as Eddle.

‘Five Heartbeats’ scores
with its story line," music

Between Oscar's blg night and
Easter weekend; there's not much
new film fare but one offering
should catch the eyes and, most par-
ticularly, the ears of musle lovera.

“The Five Heartbeats” (A-, PG-
13)) traces the career of a fictious

black singing group from New York,

whose trials and tribulations before,
during and after thelr rise to star-
dom In the '60s and '70s’ says a lot
about the Amerlcan scene in those

years.

Like many groups and artists of
the Soul Era, the Heartbeats are vic-
timized by their “success. Racism,
dnigs, groupies and exploitation by a
music Industry
them for white audlences bring on
tensjons that destroy (he group's
friendship and comraderie. Thelr

“Cadence“ {C+, PG-13, 85 mln~
es).
Unreallsllv. cliched story nbout

Grading the movies

A+| Top marks - sure to please

A | Closebehind- excellent

nt on pelishing:

A- | StillIn runnlng for top honors

B+ | Prety good stuff, not perfect

B | Good

own corrupt company
turns dreams into mistrust and fear
wlth gangster-liké tactics to keep
artlsts fn lne. -

Robert Townsend dlrected and co-
wrote “Heartbeals™ along with “In
Living Coler” preducer Keenan Ivo-

* ry Wayans. Townsend also stars as
Duck, the group writer and would-be
consclence who strives to maintain
their integrity. The other - four,
Heartbeats are Michael Wright,
Leon Harold Nicholas, Barry J, Len-
nix and Tlco Wells. Diahann Carroll

also appears.
“Heartbeats” is fllled with infec-
tious original soul music, which in

and of itself should insure the film's *,

success. The orlginal score was wrllA

B- | Goodbut notable deficiencies

* Justa cut above average

C | Mediocre

Not so hot and slipplng fast

The very best of the poor stuff

D | Poer

ttdoesn't get much worse

F | Teulyawiul

Z | Reserved for the colossally bad

* | Noadvanced screening

" urbs after moving in with the Avon

the movies * unruly soldler (Charlle Sheen) in the |
stockade.
Dan "Clnu Actlon” (C+, R, 100 min-
Greenber Falhcr-dnu hter -attorneys, Gv:nc
g Igh ¥,
Mary
trantonlo, nntnul ateam.
“Dances With Wolves” (A, PG-13,

180 minutes).

Kevin Costner's magnlficent ode
to brothcrhood and brutality on
America’s western frontier during
and after the Civll War,

‘Baxter: .A dog S eye view

By John Monsghan

“spoclal writer

“I am Baxter the dog who thinks
that my llfe ‘would doubtless be
much easler if T didn't need the com-
pany of man. Cats and birds, -they
don't need anyone. They trust noth-
Ing, birds especially. Perhaps one

- day I'llkill one.”

Baxter, the very phlloacphlul pit
bull in the French film of the same
name thinks such things as he trav-
els from one owner (o another over

his confused canlne life. His bizarre .

1s this weekend at thu De-

story
trolt Fith? Theatre.

We donl see much of his first
owner, a sadistic breeder who gives
the dog to his mother-in-law (Liza
Delamare) to keep bier quiet. The dog
growa wury of the e womaz,

after sh

ber

e
initial fear (I could tell it [mmcd.l-

ately, just by ber sceat.”) and grows .

morbldly fond of him.

In a section titled “The Happy
Days,” Baxter resldes with young
marrieds. The arrival of the couple’s
flrst

boy (Francols Driancourt) who ap-
‘parently shares the dog's dlsusu: for
other bumans.

SCREEN SCENE

child 20d a sear-fatal “scci-.
dent” leads (o a flnal owner, a young .

*THIS IS not your lyplnal cpi.wde
of “Timmie and Lassie” by-any:
stretch, The boy has developed an ;
obsession wlith the final days of Hlt- :
ler and Eva Braun and even bull
junkyard bunker where he md
Baxlcr spend much of thelr free

Baxler, oddly enpugh, llnd.i him-
self at case with the boy, whose con- ¢
stant avthoritarian commands to slt,
heel and attack keep the dog's mind :
free of troubling notlons.

The fllmmakers capitalize on m:
already mysterious qualitles of pit |

Please turn to Page 4 |
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DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward, Detroil. Call 832-2730
lor lnrommuon ($5)

'Baxter” (France ~ 1988), 7 and
9:30 p.m. April 5-6 and 7 p.m. April_

7. Life as scen through the very opl- .

nionated eyes of Baxter, a confused

but sensual pit bull, His relationships .
with a series of owners has plenty to

say about the standard role of mas-

ter and obedlent animal. ($5/audito-

rium) -

“Where's My Man Tonight" (USA
~— 1938}, 1 p.ni. April 4-7. In this In- .

ventlve comedy, a young recruit
goes AWOL when he hears his gril-
friend dedicate a song to his drill
sergeant over the radio, By ploneer
black divector Spencer Willlams, As
p:m of an ambitious series of inde-

pendent  African-American  {llms.
(53 50/recital hall)

HENRY FORD" CENTENNIAL

LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Ave.,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for Informa-
tlon. (free)

"Young and Innocent” (Brlmln -
1937), 7 pm. April L A favorite
among the early English Hitchcock
thrillers, this one about a young
woman who becomes lnvolved with-
a wrongly accused killer on the run,
Thelr fates both hinge on the discov-
ery of a man with a uvem eye
twiteh,

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Mlddlcbell roads, Livenla, Call 476-
1168 for information. (frec)

+ “The Manchurlan Candldate”

(USA — 1962), 10 a.m. April 2. Frank

Slnatra lends perhaps his best per-
to John

s
* legendary thriller. He plays a Knrt.—

an War veteran tryieg to plece
gether the strange ncuon: of hl:

{riend ¢ (Laurence - Harvey), which

VIDEO VIEWING

point to a presidential nnmlnauon
attempi.

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W.
Maple, Birmingham. Call 855-9090 -
for Information. ($6, $3.50 twrilight)

“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
Are Dead” (Britain — 1990). Play-
wright Tom Stoppard, in hls first at-

famous work to the screen. Gary Ol
dam and Tim Roth embellish on the :
lives of minor ' characters. from .
Shakespeare's “Hamlet.” With Rich-:
ard Drey fus, .
“Mr, nnd Mrs. Bridge” (USA -
1990) Paul Newman and Joanne'
Woodward team up once again In
this story of a Kansas City family
over Lhe course of 25 years. Fram
director James ‘Ivory and producer
Ishmail Merchant, the team. who

Please turn .(o Paga4

“The Doors” (C, R, 135 minutes). -

Ollver Stone's overly long, repeti-
tious story of Jim Morrison and rock
musical group, “The Doors.” Exces-
slve attentfon to Morrlson's drug,
booze and sex problems are nelther
attractlve nor entertalning. Doubt-
ful, as well, that it will serve as a

" cautlona ry Tesson.

“Edward Scissorhands” {C, PG-lS
100 minutes).

Unusual young man with scissors
instead of hands shakes up' the sub- -

lady and her family. ~
"Ghost" (A, PG-13, 105 minutes).
Banker's ghost (Patrick Swayze}
hangs around alter life to, protect
loved one (Demi Moore). Spiritualist
{Whoop$ " Galdberg) helps him and
this romantic comedy/thriller. '
“GoodFellas” (B+, R, 145 min-
utes},
. Martln Scorsese’s Intense, compcl-

By Dan Gresanberg
spocial writor

No foollng, not even loda;u there's
more video than znyone can watch

- and, In many cases, it's hard to lm-

aglne why anyone would want to
waste time with poorly produced,
low-budget films whose only attrac-
tion Is sensational polnl-o{-pun:hnse

advertising,

Academy Entertalnment contin-

* ues to erank out posters and stand-

up cutouts that are more exelting
than the flims themsélves, although
It delivers

Pauline shows some promise. .
-But given.the videos available,
skipplng "Alllgnmt Eyes” will not
damage anyone’s viewing pleasure.
CONNOISSEUR VIDEO continues
to release significant forelgn films
on video cassette,

Thursday's sphedule [ncludes
Hiroshi Teshigahara's “Woman In
the Dunes” (1364, black and white,
no rating, 123 minutes). This Japa-
nese film won & special jury prize at
Cannes and two Oscar nominations
{best director and forelgn. film).
While It hu been nvnll-hle on video
casselte,

. adventurous.and fairly cntertatning,

as Is the case with Its March 21 re-
lease of “Critme Lords"(1990, color,
R, 96 minutes). -

Wayne Crawford and Martin
Hewitt arc two Los Angeles pollee
oflicer: 1n trouble with thelr superi-

-on-the-trail-of

duced It lD $29.95.

At the other end of the scale, Con-
nolsseur announces the May 1 vidz,)
cassette premlerc of Mollere’s
masterplece about religlous and sex-
ual hypocrisy, “Le Tartaffe” (1984,
color, no rating), for $79.95.

now has re-

SOMEWHERE IN betwcen those
two Insofar as priee and reputation
g0 Is Luls Buntel's “Iltuslon Travels
by Streetcar” (1353, black and white, .
oo ratlag), which wll) be on the rack:
thls Thursday.

Bunuel is not well known in
country despite his superb and :
tensive achievements in motion plc—
tures. From his sensational, experi-
mental short, “The Andalusian Dog,” .
made In 1928 with Salvador Dall,*
through his 1974, Oscar-nomlnated
“Phantom of Llberty,” Bunuel:
worked In a wide varfety of styles
and locales,

Winner of the best !omlgn {lim Os-
car in 1972 for “Discreet: Charm of
the Bourgeoisle,” Bunuel worked in
Mexice during the early 508 when,
“Iluslon™ was produced. It's done in !
a crisp, straightforward, realistic
style with an Interesting, m.maspher--

by
Clarke with George Duke and Stcvc
Tyrell as supcrvhlng music produc-
ers,

“THE FIVE Heartbeats” has all
the Ingredients of good entertaln-
ment: action, drama, romance, com-
edy, a scnsltive story line and great
mausle. If the story doesn't grab you,
the muslc certalnly wlll, and the
soundtrack Is sure to be a hit..(Re-
viewed by Eric Phillips.)

Let's hear it for the night shift at
Target Stores coast to coast where
Jim Dodge (Frank Whaley) ls cm-
ployed as 2 night watchman in "Ca-

. reer Opportunltles”(*, PG-13).

This position is his last opportunt-
ty to avold getting thrown out of his
parents’ home, Among the surprises

torefordi thetown-beaut
Josie McClellan (Jennifer CnnncUy)
and a palr of thleves

a;t:rwr::c‘{“ll;;;‘; i:l:'lll‘dvoun Qscar
ité good .acting

(Dermott and Kicran Mulroney).
STILL PLAYING:
“Awakenlngs” (B, PG-13, 121 min-

utes). .

Robln Williams “and Robert De-
Niro as doctor and catatonic patlent
call to mind too many other fiims.
The doctor’s speclal care and sensl-
tivity lead to-temporary recovery
but the film lacks the spark expected
from these talented actors.

"Book of Lave” (B, PG-13, 90 mln-

es).
Nos!a!glc fook at high school In
the '50s and the problem: of ndoh:-
cence in those “'good ole days.” .

Frank Whaley stars as Jim Dodde,.an over imaginative yn'ung
man, happily embarking on his first night as a custodian at
Target store in “Career Opportunities.”

-

and fine technical values, the film Ls
to be condemned for glnrﬂying vie
clous and viclent gangsters.

“Guitty by Saspicion™ (A, PG-13,
100 minutes).

Robert DeNlro's superb perform-
ance encrglzes this blend of fact and
Hetion describlng the terrible paln
caused by antlcommunlst hysterla
Inflicted on Hollywood In the '50s.

“The Hard, Way” (B, R, 105 min-
utes).

James Wood as tough cop deing
comedy doesn't malch Michael J.
Fox's cxcellenl spool of movies and
mavle people In this entertaining,
unusual buddy film,
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Orien
tal car theft ring.

There's plenty of action as thetwo
take off for Hong Kong on thelr own
to clear their names: Location foot-

age, an attractlve Dragon Lady and
Ials ol actlon make this “not bad for

TllE SAME cannot be said for an.
other Academy release (April 4),
“Alligator Eyes" (1390, color, R, 181
minates). This features four new-
comers In a labored story of Lwo for-
mer lavers, a lover without his be-
loved and a blind girt seeking re-
venge agalnst her mother’s
murderer.

* Desplte some nlce Southern seen-
ery, the dialogue and dellvery are
weak, pretentlous, boring and pre-
dictable, although Annabelle Larsen
In her feature {lim debut as the blind

GELIC uPsTAms
AMERA, 11-52 S IIAD MAN.
810 AUDIO

C
RAL PUﬁlIC On BE‘I’WEENS
N,

E 0
. SUGARCUDES,

, ULTRA VIVID

TUNTOUCHABLES  VELveT

;]
S ﬂ WEEK
SYT. JAMES

Adapted-nnd-directed-by-Gerard
Depardleu, currently one of the best-
known lorelgn film "stars for his
roles in “Green Card," “Cyrano de
Bergerac™ and “Jean de Florette,”
the film stars his wife and noted
French actor Francols Perlor — in
French with English subtltles.

fewseot-blae i
The plot involves Lwo streetcar |
conductors who get drunk and take
Car 133 (or Its last ride before it is
junked. Bencath that simple plot”
furks Bunuel's rapier wit and sharp
condemnation o{ many social evils
and foibles, L

. 1991
A GARDENER'S HOLIDAY
April 11-14,1991 . .

View anigue laodape
beautitul thorgl aitsugen

1991 Ana Ashioe Hower & Canden Show

Thursday through Saturday, Aprl 1313
95.00 0 p.m.

P.
Sunday, April 14
3:00 2.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Yost lce Arena
South State and Huover Stieets
Ann Arhor, M1

$8 Adults, $6 Chibdren 12 amid under

Tickts dii

e pecite dites and tite periods tovis the

Show and v’ avaiable ot the Michan Uron Juket Onice,
2 Tketmaster vutlets mdl!m!mn; Department Stotes

or by

7o or phone,
calt(3131 763 n\ TS 0r (313} 645-0660

Shunile buses will run from Boarwood Mafl apd Foncer High
School o the Flower Shos. For 3 shuttle schedule,

CHIAATA at {3131 6273901




